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The fourth 
quarter is al-
ways tough to 
get through.
Teachers try to 
cram lessons in, 
summer is just 
around the cor-
ner, and other 
after school ac-
tivities are on 
students’ minds. 
To distract them-
selves, many stu-
dents resort to 
their good old 
iPads to play 
popular games.

Though pass-
ing the time by 
playing games 
on iPads is not 
necessarily a 
good thing, the 
games that are 
currently available make 
them hard to resist. 

One extremely addict-
ing game is 2048. This game 
involves tiles that spawn in 
a 4 by 4 grid and that one 
must add together in or-
der to get a larger number. 
Only same numbers can be 
matched up to make these 
larger numbers. The goal 
is to simply get the number 
2048 without running out 
of moves.

This game has students 
losing their minds by sim-
ply trying to get the 2048 
tile. It’s been hard for peo-
ple not to swipe away on 
this game during their free 
time. 

“I find this game very 
addicting and fun at the 
same time. I constantly try 
to beat my previous high 
scores, and I find it hard to 
go through a day without 
opening up this app,” stated 
freshman Ben Margalit. 

Another game that has 
been one of the most pop-
ular among BHS students 
this whole school year is 
Clash of Clans.  The goal of 
Clash of Clans is to build 
the ultimate village, using 
a town hall, and gain gold 
and elixir.  Once the clan 
tower is built, the player can 
team up with friends and 
form a clan. One also trains 
troops, such as archers, 
dragons, and wizards.  With 
those troops, players have 
the ability to attack other 
people’s villages with them, 
and gain trophies.

The seeming reason 
why Clash of Clans has be-
come so popular at BHS has 
to be the whole clan devel-
opment.  The talk of class-
rooms always seem to be 
about Clash of Clans, and if 
one was to listen around, he 
could hear statements such 
as “I can’t believe he left our 
clan!” and “Send me some 

troops.”  The 
game is some-
what trans-
forming from 
s o m e t h i n g 
one does for 
fun every once 
in a while in 
school, to a 
lifestyle.

“In this 
a m a z i n g 
game, I find it 
very fun how 
it can basically 
be used as so-
cial network-
ing as well as 
a fun game. 
C on n e c t i ng 
with friends 
through a 
game is just 
great, and I 
can’t stop try-

ing to beat them,” stated 
freshman Steven Blathras.

Yet another game that 
consumes the time of stu-
dents is flappy golf. This 
game involves tapping the 
screen to make a golf ball 
get into a hole. There are 
obstacles that obstruct  a 
player’s path as well as a tap 
counter. The goal is to get 
the ball into the hole using 
the least taps possible.

This game contains 31 
different stages, each in-
cluding 9 levels. Along-
side the long list of levels 
to complete, there also is a 
multiplayer mode. In this 
mode students can chal-
lenge each other to a match. 
They play on one of the 
many stages, and they race 
each other to the hole.

“Flappy Golf is one of 
the most addicting games 
because it is very challeng-
ing, especially with the 
seemingly endless list of 

By Emmet Funchion
What everybody has been waiting for to open up is 

now burned down. Kings Bowling in Burlington, which 
was  slated to open April 28, caught fire Sunday, April 13.

With one more year of waiting for this monstrous en-
tertainment location yet, customers were saddened that 
they couldn’t find an easier way to access bowling in the 
area besides Lynnfield and Boston.

Seniors were also disappointed that the venue, which 
had graciously volunteered to host the BHS all night 
post-graduation party for the class of 2014 on June 8th, 
would not open as scheduled.

Bob Conceison, teacher at the Bridge Program and 
hockey coach, stated, “I was excited for the opening of 
Kings. I was saddened for the people who lost their jobs 
and who relied on the job and pay.”

Approximately two hundred employees were effected 
by the blaze and subsequent delayed opening. Kings has 
sent those individuals to the surrounding companies in the 
area: Boston, Lynnfield, and Dedham. 

The company has suffered a major loss, but is still try-
ing to remain strong. 

Kings has been a Massachusetts’ favorite for many 
years and is still running a great business. From a fun 
bowling experience to succulent pizza, Kings attracts many 
repeat customers. Sitting on comfy couches while enjoying 
delicious pizza and waiting for their next turn, people are 
bound to have a good time.

With double the bowling lanes and more added fea-
tures, Kings Bowling in Burlington is going to be a force to 
be reckoned with when it finally opens.

stages. But, this game in-
cludes a multiplayer mode 
to offer endless enjoyment 
to players,” replied fresh-
man Alex Young.

The games that are pop-
ular at a certain time at BHS 
are almost like viral dances, 
such as Gangnam Style and 
the Harlem Shake.  The 
games gain popularity ex-
tremely quickly, and then 
all of a sudden, no one is 

By Lindsay Corbett
On Friday May 2nd, the 

annual prom was held.  The 
night went off without a 
hitch. By the looks (and sta-
tuses/tweets) of it, everyone 
had a great time. 

As always, the fashion 
was impressive. Everything 
from glitter to lace to satin-
-you name it--there was a 
dress that had it. The men 
also looked very handsome 
in their tuxes and vests. 
Some went all out and even 
had top hats. 

Prom was the time of 
his life said junior Kev-
in McGarth. “I danced all 

night and I talked to all my 
friends.” 

BHS rocks prom 2K14! 

Image from Pranav Menon’s Twitter profile

A student eagerly attempting to create the 2048 title. Photo by Adil Sageer.

McGarth’s happy com-
ment echoes the fun had 

by all. No 
one com-
plained and 
the students 
beamed with 
smiles on 
their faces. 

Since last 
year. the Se-
nior and Ju-
nior Proms 
have been 
c o m b i n e d 
into one 
large event.  
Junior Mi-
chelle Rigoli 

claimed that she was very 
excited for this big event. 

With the large amount 
of students came a big 
venue: Danvers Port Yacht 
Club. It was beautifully set 
up and had a rustic-roman-
tic feel to it. 

Junior Sabrina Llangozi 
stated that the venue was 
magnificent, and she liked 
how there was a water foun-
tain outside. The food was 
fantastic, and it would be an 
understatement to say the 
night itself was fantastic.

It’s safe to say that prom 
was the event of the year! 
So all you incoming Juniors 
and Seniors, get ready and 
excited to rock Prom 2K15.

Fall of Burlington’s Kings
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Students seek fun in 4th quarter 
playing the specific game 
and it is already plagued as 
“boring,” like when every-
one was seen playing 8 Ball 
Pool in the fall, Quizup in 
the winter, and even Flappy 
Bird; barely anyone plays 
them anymore.

But, as school is nearing 
its end, more and more stu-
dents are using addciting 
games such as these to get 
by. 

By Coulter Ralston & Matthew Tierney
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By Pranav Menon 
Who doesn’t love a good 

cartoon?
 Be it a comic strip, ani-
mated show or film, or even 
a single-frame drawing, toons 
entertain us with worlds that 
can simply and quickly put us 
in good moods. 
 Cartoons, with their 
wacky settings and distinct ar-
tistic flair, often provide great 
asides from typical TV dramas 
and sitcoms. Though many 
cartoons rely on slapstick and 
crude humor to elicit chuck-
les, several smart, funny, and 
keen toons serve up genuine 
laughs with subtle allusions 
and pop-culture humor. 
 The work of Matt Groe-
ning is especially in-tune to 
humor of a higher caliber. 
Famous for such hits as The 
Simpsons and Futurama, 
Groening’s cartoons are ex-
haustive, meticulously-crafted 
one-shot stories that appeal to 
those who appreciate litera-
ture, satire, parody, and soci-
ety (past, present, and future). 
 The Simpsons, arguably 
the most famous animated 
television show of all time, fo-
cuses on the Simpson family 
and the characters living in a 
fictionalized Springfield, IL. 
This show is simultaneously a 
toast to and a lampoon of the 

nuclear family 
and 20th cen-
tury notions of 
what it means 
to be a “citi-
zen.” Homer 
Simpson and 
company are 
laughably dys-
functional and 
incompeten t , 
and their silly 
hijinks create 
some of the 
show’s humor.
 For those 
with a knowl-
edge of litera-
ture, however, 
The Simpsons is twice as en-
joyable. Many episodes par-
ody and pay tribute to pillars 
of classic literature and major 
events in the world’s history. 
The show gives a nod to Ste-
phen King’s The Shining in 
“The Shinning,” while “Das 
Bus” tips its hat to William 
Golding’s classic novel of The 
Lord of the Flies. 
 The show, like much of 
Groening’s work, is also fa-
mous for it’s social commen-
tary. Freshman Anna Tamura 
was drawn to the show for its 
humor that also addressed so-
cial issues. “Take Lisa [Simp-
son] for example. She ad-
dressed the issue about some 

dolls that make girls have un-
realistic beauty standards.” 
 All 24 seasons of The 
Simpsons are available to Net-
flix DVD subscribers.
 Futurama is nothing 
short of a love-letter to the 
future-dreamers of the 20th 
century. A 1999 pizza-deliv-
ery-boy is cryogenically fro-
zen and preserved for 1000 
years, eventually waking up 
on New Years Eve, 2999. The 
ensuing sitcom depicts a ro-
manticized, futuristic planet 
Earth and chronicles space od-
ysseys and technological mar-
vels in every episode. 
 Though it takes place a 
millenium after our time, Fu-

turama is a show that caters to 
the history buff and takes keen 
looks at our past as much as it 
illustrates a fantastical future. 
Through the use of talking 
heads (I’m serious), the show 
pokes fun at the fads and fig-
ures of the 20th and 21st cen-
turies, and even comments on 
current events. 
 Richard M. Nixon’s head 
(seriously) is elected president 
of planet Earth and makes 
appearances (along with a 
plethora of Watergate jokes) 
throughout the series; Leonard 
Nimoy and George Takei, stars 
of Star Trek: The Next Gen-
eration, also appear in head-
form to the delight of expert 

and novice Trekkies alike; 
and the show even takes on 
radically different forms in 
certain episodes to satire our 
niche interests in black-and-
white animation and Japa-
nese anime (see “Reincarna-
tion,” Season 8). 
 The show is also one to 
criticize our modern zeit-
geist.  In “Decision 3012,” 
the writers of Futurama took 
pot-shots at the oftentimes 
baseless opposition Barack 
Obama faced in his presiden-
tial campaign, concerning 
his “foreign” middle name. 
“Proposition Infinity” ques-
tions opponents of marriage 

equality using a zany, futuris-
tic placeholder (“robosexual” 
marriage).  
 Senior Ian Ford, a fellow 
Futurama devotee, is a fan for 
the show’s brilliant charac-
ters and story arcs. “You get a 
sense of who every character 
is… Even though it’s a show 
full of comedy, it can really 
make you sad.”
 All 9 seasons of Futurama 
can be streamed from Netflix. 
 Outside of Groening’s 
work, several other “smart 
cartoons” are rewarding, en-
joyable shows to watch and 
think upon. The Boondocks, 
brainchild of Aaron McGrud-
er, is a fish-out-of-water com-

edy of two young boys taken 
from “the hood” in Detroit 
and moved to a comfortable, 
privileged suburb. The show 
satirizes and exaggerates ra-
cial tensions and the struggles 
of African-Americans living in 
predominantly white societies.
The Boondocks is also a show 
popular among BHS students. 
Freshman Will Rizza finds 
it “just really entertaining to 
watch.” 
 Dilbert, spin-off animated 
mini-series based upon Scott 
Adams’s famous eponymous 
comic strip, is likewise root-
ed heavily in creative, subtle, 
and intelligent humor, with a 
focus on the problems of the 
American workplace. Both 
The Boondocks and Dilbert 
are available for streaming on 
Netflix, though only one sea-
son of the former is available 
at present. 
 Cartoons are magical in 
their ability to deliver real 
emotion, endearing characters, 
and relatable struggles without 
using real people in portrayal. 
With shows like The Simp-
sons, Futurama, and countless 
others, cartoons also bridge 
the gap into social commen-
tary and cultural appreciation. 
Try them out, if you haven’t 
already, and watch more car-
toons!

By Adil Sageer
 We’ve all been in that spot 
where the school wifi flat -out 
refuses to connect. In fact, ev-
erybody at BHS goes through 
this nearly every time they en-
ter a new classroom.
 The experience is rather ir-
ritating, to say the least. Many 
students report they often can-
not connect until well after the 
class is underway. 
 “There is just no fool-
proof way to seamlessly con-
nect and stay connected; it’s 
always falling apart. It’s an-
noying when I’m behind in 
class because my iPad took 15 
minutes to actually load the 
document,” said Senior Scott 
Barrett. Barrett stated the wifi 
has historically been weak 
from when the iPads were ini-
tially distributed.
 The situation is dire 
enough that some students 
bring in their own wifi 

hotspots! 
 “In some of my classes, 
particularly English, my iPad 
was never able to connect and 
stay connected. Since I’m now 
bringing in my hotspot, the 
weak wifi is no longer a prob-

Futurama image from cartoonfatness.wikia.com

It doesn’t have to be Saturday morning; let’s watch cartoons

Where has all the wi-fi gone?

lem,” says Freshman Soulei-
man Benhida. Since Benhida 
began bringing his personal 
hotspot in, other students fol-
lowed his lead; all of them re-
ported great success.
 Not only is it extreme-

ly cumbersome for 
students, it affects 
teachers just the 
same. Biology teach-
er Matthew Leonard 
said, “ With the shift 
of emphasis on us 
being a digital -based 
school system, [the 
wifi situation] should 
be less frustrating.”
 Beyond just being a 
nuisance to both stu-
dents and teachers, 
the situation actually 
hinders the latter’s 
lesson plans. 
 Even after students 
manage to connect, 
the quality of the 

nection our wifi often does not 
provide. 
 Geometry teacher Thomas 
Regan suggests that students 
check off the “Available Of-
fline” option in Google Drive 
to access the files they need 
without wifi; however, these 
files can only be viewed, not 
edited. 
 Fortunately, Google has 
promised an upcoming update 
that enables editing offline, 
with all offline changes set to 
sync with drive.google.com 
the next time the device is able 
to connect to the internet.
 Although these problems 
may seem to be ignored by 
the BHS IT Department, rest 
assured they are hard at work 
on a solution. Jenn Scheffer 
of the BHS HelpDesk says the 
problem stems from the wifi 
network getting considerably 
more traffic than it was created 
to handle. 

 “The current wifi network 
at BHS was built to support 
roughly 1,300 devices. How-
ever, with more and more 
teachers and students bringing 
their own devices to school, 
the IT staff recognizes there is 
a growing need to increase the 
number of wifi access points 
throughout the building [and 
are working towards fulfilling 
this need],” says Scheffer. 
 Students and faculty 
should expect for the current 
wifi infrastructure to remain 
largely unchanged for the re-
mainder of this year. However, 
next year we should ideally 
have a much more accommo-
dating network. 
 For now, it’s a good thing 
this article is right here before 
your eyes on a physical news-
paper; who knows what would 
have happened if 1,200 people 
attempted to download it at 
once!

By Adil Sageer & 
Kevin Shannon 
 Recently, two BHS stu-
dents earned the top spots in 
the 2014 MassMouth Story 
Slam, a live storytelling con-
test in which multiple schools 
participate.
 Earning the top spot, 
which comes with a $1000 
prize (yes, a thousand bucks- 
no typo!), is senior Rosemary 
Nabukeera. When asked why 
she decided to compete in this 
contest, she said, “For once in 
my life, I wanted to try some-
thing outside of my comfort 
zone. I wanted to tell my sto-

ry to the listeners so that they 
could make a connection to 
their lives from my experi-
ence.”
 While Rosemary want-
ed to get out of her comfort 
zone, Patrick Hoarty, the oth-
er award winner, has always 
been comfortable in these 
types of events according to 
his friends. He won $500, 
which is still a pretty decent 
chunk of change. Being a ju-
nior, he will have the opportu-
nity to compete for the grand 
prize next year.
 This feat was especially 
noteworthy considering that 

the only two participants from 
BHS were also the only 2 win-
ners of the contest; this shows 
that BHS has some creative 
students. 
 “I wish I had paid more at-
tention to this event. It seems 
like it’s a great way to develop 
my public speaking skills and 
potentially earn some money 
in the process,” said freshman 
Souleiman Benhida.
 With 100% of the winners 
being BHS students, any stu-
dent reading this could be a 
2015 MassMouth Story Slam 
Champion! 

The story of storytellers

Photo Rosemary Nabukeera, English teacher Ethan Feinsilver, and Patrick Hoarty by Adil Sageer

wifi is so poor at times that it’s 
just as bad as not having any 
wifi in the first place! Google 
Drive and Evernote, both fun-
damental apps in a 1:1 school, 
require a constant and reliable 
connection to function, a con-
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Blue Jeans: a student’s high-school retrospective
By Pranav Menon

Lately, I’ve been look-
ing for a deal on blue jeans. 
In the midst of my pre-pre-
liminary preparations for 
college, I’d discovered that 
I hadn’t a single pair of 
respectable blue jeans to 
bring with me to my new 
home. The many pairs that 
had carried me through 
high school had faded and 
taken on a ‘90s character 
that made them seem due 
for a tenure on Seinfeld. 

They’re all of varying 
length. Some are patched 
up in places, some are dis-
colored. Not one pair looks 
young. These are lived-in 
jeans, and they have seen 
better days. 

But they tell stories. 
A boys size-12 has a tear 
in it from my first pop-
punk concert (it was wild, 
friends). A reasonably nice, 
still-dark pair has a reddish 
blotch from an incident 
at the Burlington House 
of Pizza (it was also wild, 
friends). Pen marks and 

fading doodles are on every 
pair. 

Maybe I’m venturing 
dangerously close to The 
Sisterhood 
of the 
Traveling 
Pants, but 
these den-
im aberra-
tions are 
as good a 
reminder 
as any of 
my high-
s c h o o l 
years. 

I 
bought a 
yearbook 
so that I 
might look 
at it once 
and then 
promptly 
lose it in a 
cardboard 
box, where it will collect 
dust until, in my twilight 
years, I’ll chance upon it 
again. But these jeans and 
other seemingly meaning-

less objects... the memories 
impressed onto them are the 
daily tokens of the growth, 
change, and adventure I ex-

perienced as a Burlington-
High School student. 

Like, yikes! I was bare-
ly five feet tall on my first 
day in these halls. I had 

come out of middle-school 
in some strange, awful, 
emo-tastic funk and had 
had no real personality. But 

after four years of high-
school schoolin’ I am four 
large steps closer to under-
standing who I am, and in 
various pairs of blue jeans 

I have accomplished tiny, 
ultimately insignificant 
things that have built a 
patchwork person out of a 

few paltry 
parts. 

S e -
n i o r s , 
we were 
w i d e -
eyed lit-
tle punks 
on day 
one. Tru-
ly, Drake 
put it best 
when he 
d r o p p e d 
his funky-
fresh lyr-
ics and 
said “We 
s t a r t -
ed from 
the bot-
tom, now 
w e ’ r e 

here.” The Class of 2014 is 
still wide-eyed and young, 
but it is going places. It is 
dreaming big and achieving 
every day. 

“The Leaving Man”- cartoon by Pranav Menon, class of 2014

We are doctors, politi-
cians, entrepreneurs, en-
gineers, writers, painters, 
poets, thinkers, scientists, 
athletes, musicians, and so 
much more. In the future 
we will leave our mark on 
the history of the world. 

And yet, our kinship is 
forever in our genes/jeans. 
No matter how radically 
different we are and will 
continue to become, we are 
all people familiar with the 
comfort of a pair of blue 
jeans on the average day. 
The memories made in our 
high-school jeans last a 
lifetime. 

Before you pack them 
away, hand them down, or 
donate them to goodwill, 
take a look at your blue 
jeans, seniors. Senioritis 
can (and will) keep you 
from doing work, but it 
can’t keep you from remi-
niscing. 

But yo- if you find a 
deal on jeans, seriously, let 
me know.

By Chenaniah Errisson-Johnson 
That thing that most seniors get excited for.  They go 

out and buy tuxedos and dresses.  The girls make sure 
their teeth are extra white, nails are done, and hair  is silky 
smooth. Everybody knows the overrated thing that is be-
ing described.  It is prom.  

Now some people may try to act cool and indifferent 
and say, “I don’t give two flying rats about Prom.” Howev-
er, their words do not describe their actions. 

First, it’s the “looking for a date.”  Some boys go all 
out trying to impress the girl of their dreams who proba-
bly kept them in the friendzone since ninth grade.  They’ll 
probably remain there after they take the girls to the most 
anticipated night of senior year. Some boys write cute little 
songs, get down on one knee, or write a sweet note with a 
rose stuck to it.  What ever happened to, “Would you go 
to Prom with me?” Simple and easy, and if she says no, 
the boy will not look like a fool who wasted all his time 
and money to impress someone who doesn’t deserve him 
anyway. 

After getting through the butterflies of finally being 
accepted, it is time to buy the expensive formal wear. A 
suit at Men’s Wearhouse ranges from $249.99 to $799.99.   
This is Burlington, MA: nothing is that cheap, not even 
rentals. Besides, some girls are captious and will complain 
if their dates’ suits look too tacky.  Dresses at Nordstrom 
start from $31.98 to $650.  With some girls, it’s all about 
looking good, and it sometimes turns into a competition to 
see who had the best, sparkly dress at Prom. Don’t forget 
that the boys sometimes pay for half of the dress, which in-
dicates that Prom dresses are expensive.  Who would pay 
half of a dress for $31.98?

Third, a limo is needed, because Prince Charming and 
Cinderella can’t be riding in a normal car. A local limou-
sine company can charge more than $70 an hour for a ride 
that individuals can get in a regular car for much less. This 
$70 does not include the 20% gratuity for the driver or 
the $1/minute they have to pay for having the driver wait 
after 15 minutes. Don’t let your mom start taking a bunch 
of pictures saying, “You’re just so cute!”  You’ll be out of 
cash before you know it.

Lastly, the activities seniors can do at Prom, can be 
done at their house in comfortable pajamas. Dancing, kiss-
ing, talking, eating that’s it. To think that some people pay 
$80 to go to Prom is disturbing. At home one can wear the 
most comfortable clothes, eat his or her mother’s awesome 
pot roast with ice cream for dessert, and can invite friends 
over and blast the music as loud as he or she wants. Cou-
ples can go on their own date without the whole school 
looking at who was kissing whom on the balcony. 

Prom can lead to embarrassment, poverty and disap-
pointment. It is overrated and seniors should really learn 
how to chill. It is not like graduation, school is not over 
just yet.   

Some call it prom, others call it overrated

By Griffin Sullivan
At this point in time, 

school is gradually turning 
into summer. But before 
they leave, students still 
have one final stressor to 
worry about--the end of the 
year exams. 

Many students hate fi-
nal exams with a passion. 
They dislike the fact that 
they have to end the school 
year with finals in all of 
their classes. 

Some feel it isn’t easy 
to prepare for these tests. 
Students have two finals 
every day except for the 
last day of school when 
students only have one fi-
nal. A lot of students find it 
hard to study for so many 
finals within a short period 
of time. 

One of sophomore Con-
nor Pustizzi’s biggest fears 
is reviewing for exams that 
focus on materials covered 
since the beginning of the 
year. 

“Algebra and Chemis-
try are the exams I am most 

worried about because they 
cover the full year,” Pus-
tizzi asserted. He believes 
that it’s unfair to test kids 
on such a large quantity of 
material.

Pustizzi does have a 
point. Kids have to study 
for several finals within a 
matter of days and having 
to go all the way back to 
the beginning of the year 
curriculum makes it much 
harder. These exams are a 
big deal because the grade 
students get counts for ten 
percent of their final grade. 

Having to take in all of 
this information can stress 
students out, and stress can 
negatively impact one’s 
performance on the exams.

Sophomore Abby Rich-
ards also agrees that finals 
can be incredibly stressful. 

“I think it’s a lot of in-
formation to remember,” 
Richards went on to say. 
She finds it hard to study 
for several finals over just a 
couple of days. 

As for teachers who 

test students on the whole 
year material rather than 
the second half of the year 
material, the question aris-
es: why? Burlington High 
School does have midterm 
exams for a reason. What’s 
the point of having midterm 
exams if students get tested 
on the full year material for 
their finals anyway? 

Students believe that 
it’s not fair that teachers 
test them on the first half 
of the year information 
for midterms, and then 
the same information plus 
much more for their finals.

Math teacher Thomas 
Regan, however, supports 
the use of finals that con-
tain material from the be-
ginning of the year. In fact, 
he gives one for all of his 
math classes. 

“In order to know the 
last chapter, you have to 
understand the first chap-
ter,” insisted Regan. He 
believes that everything in 
math is connected and that 
success relies on under-

standing those connetions.
Regan does have a 

point, but even he admit-
ted, “I think it can be very 
stressful.” 

Though extensive finals 
seem here to stay, the key 
to reducing such stress, ac-
cording to teachers and stu-
dents alike, involves proper 
preparation. Wise students 
plan accordingly.

Regan does a nice job 
of reviewing with students 
for the exam, and he puts 
problems from the previous 
sections onto the tests he 
gives his students to con-
tinually reinforce what has 
already been covered. 

“I prepare by spread-
ing it out, starting to study 
early, and study the most 
important stuff which I 
don’t know,” said Pustiz-
zi. Pustizzi believes that if 
students prepare properly, 
finals are no big deal. 

Likewise, Richards re-
vealed, “I study notes and 
tests from the year until I 
basically know it all.”

Image courtesy of yaymicro.com

What’s the deal with BHS’s final exams?



Class of 2014

Beween the fall of 2010 and the spring of 2014, our class has been a part of Burlington High School’s 
daily life and culture. Many of us have been together since preschool, and others have joined Bur-
lington’s Class of 2014 at various points along the way. While it’s impossible to capture the spirit of 
“farewell” that colors the last few days of senior year, The Devil’s Advocate nevertheless wanted to give 
it a shot. The editorial staff sent out a survey to the senior class, asking questions about each student’s 
post-graduation plans. Compiled all around are the responses of Burlington High School’s Class of 
2014. Take a look, BHS, and see where this year’s seniors are headed!

Note: Responses are printed exactly as given by the student. Some students opted out of the survey, and as 
such, are not listed here. 
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A
Matthew Ackerman- University of Massachusetts Lowell
April Adams- Curry College
Jacqueline Akerley- Syracuse University
Kerry Alexander- University of New Hampshire 
Kara Amuzzini- Studying Abroad 
Adaeze Anaebonam- Wheaton College
Brianna Apruzzese- Endicott College
Melannie Aquino- SUNY New Paltz
Gabriel Arcaro- Princeton University
Alex Avendano-Chaparro- Southern Connecticut College 

B
Stephanie Baril- College of Charleston
Scott Barrett- Regis College
Kayleigh Barrucci- Endicott College
Hope Becker- Worcester State University
Jason Bennett- University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Joshua Bennett- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Adriana Berardi- Laselll College 
Emily Bertolami- Merrimack College
Victoria Boermeester- Quinnipiac University
Matt Bolognese- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Shawn Bowler- Middlesex Community College
Maxwell Bressi- Curry College
Frederick Brincklow- Westfield St
John Brown- University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Dillon Broza- United States Marine Corps
Brendan Burke- Endicott College 

C
Jason Cahoon- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Joshua Cahoon- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Alyssa Cameron- Fairfield University
Joseph Campagna- Saint Joseph’s University
Jade Canha- Merrimack College
Alicia Cannalonga- Suffolk University 
Kayla Cannalonga- Bridgewater State University
Allison Cassidy- Merrimack College
Caryssa Cassidy- MCPHS
Sabino Castelluccio- Boston Architectual College
Natasha Chatterjee- Pennsylvania State University
Jonathan Chellali- Clark University
Cecilia Chiang-  Simmons College
Tanaka Chibanda- University of Arizona
Marina Ciardi- Middlesex Community College
Shannon Claflin- Bridgewater State University
Kaitlyn Clarke- Manhattan College
Kayla Clarke- Westfield State University
Dan Conley- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Matthew Connell- Middlesex Community College
Joseph Conti- Stonehill College
Ethan Cook- Middlesex Community College 
Jennifer Cooper- Framingham State University 
Kathleen Coveno- Worcester State University 
Adam Crowley- Enlisting in the U.S. Navy
Holly Cullinan- University of Massachusetts 

D
Nicole Dahdah- Middlesex Community College
Jill Daniels- Lesley University
Harsh Dedhiya- Boston University
John Deligianidis- Daniel Webster University
Jacob DeSantis- United States Armed Forces
Stephanie Desrochers- Colby College
Cassaundra DiGregorio- Salem State University
Matthew Dignan- Nichols College
Ryan Doherty- Salem State University

E
Annie Ellis- Merrimack College
Rebecca Ellis- Bridgewater State University
Maribel Escobar- Middlesex Community College
Brandon Evangelista- 

F
Nicholas Fahey- Brown University
Shauntel Farland- Bridgewater State University
Shane Farley- Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Daniel Federico- Merrimack College
Miranda Feist- Keene State
Kristyna Flaherty- Bridgewater State University
Kali Flanagan- Boston College
Ian Ford- Becker College

F (cont.)
Thomas Ford- Southern New Hampshire University
Taylor-Marie Funchion- Gordon College

G
Brendan Gallant- Westfield State University
Jonathan Garcia- United States Marine Corps
Michael Garcia- Adelphi University
Laura Ghio- University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Steven Giampapa- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Kaitlyn Gilberg- Sacred Heart University
Kyle Glennon- Stonehill College
Jacob Goldstein- Middlesex Community College 
James Goober- Roger Williams University
Christina Grattan- Salve Regina University
Irina Grigoryeva- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Michael Gulesarian- Lasell College

H
Allison Hardy- University of Arizona
Nicole Hardy- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Kayla Hernandez- Regis College
Haileigh Hildreth- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Jared Hoffman- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Paul Hogan- University of Massachusetts Lowell
David Horwitz- California Polytechnic State University
Sarah Horwitz- Framingham State University
Samantha Hovasse- Becker College

J
Sarah Jamal-Eddine- University of Massachusetts Boston
Janelle Jean- Westfield College 
Eric Johnson- Univeristy of Illinois 
Ryan Johnson- Purdue University
Ashley Jones- Endicott College

K
Dora Kadish- University of Massachusetts Boston
Andrea Kane- Lasell College
Brenda Nankumba- University of Massachusetts Boston 
Kevin Kekejian- University of Rhode Island
Brandon Kelley- Electrician at Northern Energy
Lena Keown- New York University
Matthew Kergo- Middlesex Community College
Mohamedshaan Khalifa- Salem State University
Brinna Klinger- University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Courtney Koffink- Saint Anselm College
Andrew Kolifrath- Boston University
Rebecca Krupp- Grove City College
Abhishek Kulkarni- Brandeis University
Kyle Kurtz- University of Massachusetts Lowell

L
Jason Landry- Merrimack College
Marko Lazarevic- Northeastern University
Brian Leary- University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Samantha Lee- Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Valentina Lopez- University of Massachusetts Amherst
David Louis- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Michael Lyons- Nichols College
Michelle Lytje- United States Coast Guard

Kevin MacDonald- George Washington University
Nathalia Machado- Bunker Hill Community College
Syed Irfan Margoob- Middlesex Community College
Matthew Martin- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Jordan Matheison- Saint Michael’s College
Pearl Mathur- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Yitzhak Maurer- Around the World
Jenna McAnespie- Bryant University
Isha Mehta- Purdue University
Nicholas Merlino- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Rachel Merullo- Saint Joseph’s University
Allie Minghella- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Cameron Miniutti- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Eddie Mitchell- Roger Williams University
Giuseppe Mollica- Bryant University
Jessica Morey- Salem State University
Jessicca Morgan- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Joseph Morgan- Westfield State University
Christien Morneweck- Saint Joseph’s College
Kayla Mungillo- Springfield College
Rachel Murgo- Mount Holyoke College

M

WHERE
ARE
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N
Allie Nille- No plans, so the future is an adventure!
Gaju Carole Niyonzima- Syracuse University
Liam Noone- Salem State University

Kelsey O’Brien- Bridgewater State University
Kathryn O’Neil- Quinnipiac University
Emily O’Neil- Roger Williams University
Lance Olney- St. Lawrence University
Aroa Ondo Munoz- Rutgers University
Gilad Oved- University of Texas Austin

O

P
Alexandria Panosian- Middlesex Community College
Amit Patel- Tufts University
Jaykumar Patel- Lowell University
Raxa Patel- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Ronak Patel- Wentworth Institute of Technology
Hayley Patz- Middlesex Community College
Domenico Perfetti- Middlesex Community College
Elizabeth Perna- Fitchburg State University
Marie Pierre- University of Massachusetts Boston
Nikki Pladziewicz- University of Massachusetts Lowell
William Poirier- Bentley University
Casey Porcello- Bridgewater State University

 Timothy Ralph- Middlesex Community College
Gerardo Ramirez- Framingham State University
Alyssa Raso- Merrimack College
Laura Reale- Framingham State University
Mark Roberto- Ohio State University
Joshua Robidoux- United States Armed Forces
Daniel Rooney- Bridgewater State University
Matthew Rooney- Bridgewater State University
Meaghan Roper- Wheelock College
Devin Rosberg- Middlesex Community College
Maya Russell- Marist College
Gina Russo- Merrimack University
Kathryn Russo- Emmanuel College

R

S
Lynn Samson- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Joseph Sateriale- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Erin Savage- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Joseph Scali- Nichols College 
Kylie Scott- Emmanuel College 
Rebecca Scott- Northern Essex Community College
Imran Shaikh- MCPHS
Jasmin Shaikh- Salem State University
Razin Shaikh- Suffolk University
Shamsh Shaikh- Boston University 
Christopher Sharpe- Brigdon Academy 
Kayla Sheldon- Endicott College
Elizabeth Sheridan- University of New Hampshire 
Jenna Shields- University of New Hampshire
Nicholas Silva- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Mark Simons- Framingham State University
Dylan Smith- Providence College
Caroline Spinali- Endicott College 
Julia Sullivan- Endicott College
Tim Sunnerberg- Rochester Institute of Technology

T
Aya Taha- Lesley University
Casey Tchorz- Nichols College
Jacklyn Teebagy- University of New England
Nicole Tsatsarones- University of Massachusetts Amherst
George Tsitsopoulos- Rochester Polytechnic Institute 
Jeffrey Turri- Endicott College 

V
Vasilios Vakalfotis- American International College
Nicole Valerio- Middlesex Community College
John Vallerand- Merrimack College
Sharleen Varghese- Westfield State University
Rachel Vozikis- Northeastern University

W
Reilly Waldron- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Keith Walker- Middlesex Community College
Mark Whitney- Bentley University
Shabina Wigneswaran- Stony Brook University
Nicholas Wine- Daniel Webster University
Meghan Winters- University of Massachusetts Amherst
Christian Woods- University of Massachusetts Lowell
Lina Wu- University of Massachusetts Amherst

Y, Z
Lawrence Yu- University of Maryland
Joanitah Zawedde- University of Massachusetts Dart-
mouth
Xin Zhang- University of Massachusetts Amherst

WE
GOING?

Beween the fall of 2010 and the spring of 2014, our class has been a part of Burlington High School’s 
daily life and culture. Many of us have been together since preschool, and others have joined Bur-
lington’s Class of 2014 at various points along the way. While it’s impossible to capture the spirit of 
“farewell” that colors the last few days of senior year, The Devil’s Advocate nevertheless wanted to give 
it a shot. The editorial staff sent out a survey to the senior class, asking questions about each student’s 
post-graduation plans. Compiled all around are the responses of Burlington High School’s Class of 
2014. Take a look, BHS, and see where this year’s seniors are headed!

Note: Responses are printed exactly as given by the student. Some students opted out of the survey, and as 
such, are not listed here. 

Graphic by Pranav Menon, class of 2014
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A new image represents Marvel

By Aroa Ondo
“Captain America: 

The Winter Soldier” 
came to screens this 
April. This second part 
of the Captain America 
movies not only satisfied 
the spectators, but also 
caused a big impression 
that renewed the Marvel 
Company look. 

Captain Ameri-
ca (Chris Evans) is the 
American superhero, 
created by Marvel Uni-
verse, that does anything 
to save innocent people's 
lives and defend the U.S.

The first installment 
was "Captain America: 
The First Avenger."  The 
movie came out three 
years ago and narrated 
the story of Steve Rog-
ers, a man that trans-
forms into the hero (Cap-
tain America) and fights 
in World War II against 
the villain, Hitler.

This time the second 
part, "Capitan Ameri-
ca: The Winter Soldier," 
tells the story of Steve 
and his friends Natasha 
Romanoff (Scarlett Jo-

hansson) and Sam Wil-
son (Anthony Mackie). 
Steve and Natasha work 
together for the agency 
S.H.I.E.L.D.  

Agent Fury (Samuel 
L. Jackson), the director 
of S.H.I.E.L.D, has confi-
dential data and informa-
tion of pirates’ plans. When 
Fury dies, he gives all this 
data to Steve. Steve, with 
the help of Natasha and 
some other friends, tries to 
decipher the plans and ruin 
them. 

The second part of 
Captain America came 
out with lots of expecta-
tions since the movie  was 
first advertised last July. 
According to Chris Hard-
wick, critic on the “Nerd-
ist,”  the creators of the 
movie (Anthony and Joe 
Russo)   intended to make a 
more realistic second part. 
They achieved this goal by 
focusing on a threat to na-
tional security within the 
movie.

What it is more, Marvel 
shows a new hero behavior 
in this movie for the first 

time. Unlike oth-
er Marvel heroes 
such as Iron Man, 
Thor and Hulk, 
Captain America 
fights against his 
enemies as part of 
a team, rather than 
on his own. Cap-
tain America is a 
hero that not only 
knows how to 
smash and destroy 

bad guys, like Hulk or 
Thor do, but also knows 
how to work with others 
to deal with agency cor-
ruption.

Overall, the actors 
make the movie. Ev-
ans’ performance is very 
realistic and his brave 
speeches match his heroic 
acting accordingly. With 
his charming personality, 
he is the ideal American 
hero.

Johansson is a very 
appealing actress who fits 
perfectly for the mysteri-
ous role of Natasha. Her  
clever performance keeps 
viewers guessing what 
Natasha is thinking about 
and planning to do. 

In addition, the spe-
cial effects comepletely 
drag the audience into the 
action. Fights and bombs 
are believable, which sur-
prised viewers.

"Capitan America: 
The Winter Soldier" re-
news the image of a su-
perhero and it's special 
effects and actors make the 
movie worth watching.

By Kyle Barry
Most students have been to a Starbucks at some point in their life, and many people 

think that Starbucks is just another over-priced coffee shop. In most cases, I would agree; 
however, the new Starbucks, located at 201 Middlesex Turnpike, has a few features that 
make it stand out from the rest.

As far as the quality of the drink goes, there was nothing special about this Starbucks. 
My go-to drink at any Starbucks is a white hot chocolate with whipped cream, and this 
location made it just like any other Starbucks. 

Additionally, I found that the food was lacking in taste and high in calories. I ordered 
a plain croissant. It looked to be like any other croissant I’ve ever had, but it was as hard 
as a rock, and it was somehow packed with over 300 calories.

However, one feature at this Starbucks that sets it apart from the rest is that it has a 
drive-through. Though I don’t have a car, I still appreciate this detail because it helps keep 
the place from being too busy. 

However, this system, though convenient, is not perfect. The drive through has excru-
ciatingly long lines, and the window is high off the ground, so most drivers have to get 
out of their car to get their order.

"You need a crane to reach the drive through window," said freshmen Thomas Aker-
ley.

At most Starbucks, workers are only interested in giving you your drink, and getting 
you out the door. But at this location, the workers were more interested in serving you and 
making sure you enjoyed your drink. The employees were also great at conversing with 
the customers. I was shocked when I sat down with my drink, and the brewster came over 
and actually had an in-depth conversation with me. 

The inside decor of this Starbucks was very welcoming. It had plenty of room and 
chairs to go around. No one likes having people they don't know breathing down their 
necks, and this Starbucks ensures that everyone is comfortable.

Bottom line? The service at this Starbucks makes it worth trying at least once... Just 
don't waste your money on any food. 

5 Seconds of Summer EP sold out in “5 seconds”

Image from www.wicit.tv

Image from agbeat.com

Image from whatculture.com

By Lindsay Corbett
Australia’s Pop/Rock 

band, 5 Seconds of Sum-
mer, have just released 
their new EP!  The EP is 
called “She Looks So Per-
fect,” which is also the title 
of one of the songs. 

5 Seconds of Summer 
(fans call them 5SOS) is 
a band that was created in 
2011. The band is made up 
of four teenagers, all who 
went to school together. 
They started gaining more 
fans and publicity because 
they were the opening act 
for One Direction’s Take 
Me Home tour. Although 
they claim to be “punk 
rock,” they are anything 
but.

One song that will catch 
anyone’s attention  is “She 
Looks So Perfect.” It’s not 
the sound, but rather the 
lyrics. The lines “She looks 

so perfect, in my American 
apparel underwear / your 
lipstick stain is a work of 
art, I’ve got your name tat-
tooed in an arrow heart” 
definitely stand out. For 
the fans, the message of 
the song really makes them 
happy because it’s about 
how beautiful you are no 
matter who you are and 
what you are. 

The music video for this 
song is also wild and care-
free, like the lyrics. There 
are grandmas, students, 
mechanics, and prisoners 
dancing in their under gar-
ments. 

Other than their own 
songs, 5SOS has a cover of 
The Romantics song "What 
I Like About You." The 
cover is the best one they 
have yet. What makes it 
so great is that it's the only 
song they have that actually 

sounds like rock. There's an 
epic guitar solo played by 
the guitarist, Michael Clif-
ford. It's  an updated ver-
sion, but it doesn't sound 
crappy like the Black Eyed 
Peas version of "Time of 
My Life" by Bill Medley. 

For people that bought 
the physical copy, they 
also got an extra disc. The 
extra disc has the guitarist, 
Michael Clifford and drum-
mer, Ashton Irwin's demo 
of "She Looks So Perfect." 
5SOS fans were undoubt-
edly very surprised as fans 
didn't even know that they 
recorded a demo of that 
song. To say their singing 
is flawless on the demo is 
an understatement. 

The "She Looks So 
Perfect" EP was #2 on the 
billboard charts and was 
#1 in 39 countries, includ-
ing Australia, New Zea-
land, and the UK. The EP 
also went platinum in their 
home country of Austra-
lia.  

On iTunes, it costs 
$5.16. This is a definite 
must buy for anyone who 
loves attractive band mem-
bers, a little rock and pop, 
and something fresh and 
new.

New Starbucks “drives through” Burlington
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By Kevin Shannon & 
Emmet Funchion 
 Burlington town base-
ball is in full swing once 
again. 
 In 2013, there were 
eight teams in the Burling-
ton Baseball and Softball 
Association (BBSA). This 
year at the Babe Ruth lev-
el there are five teams, and 
though this is fewer than 
the yearly average, the 
teams have found a way to 
man full squads for the sea-
son. 
 When asked about how 
he gets ready for the BBSA 
season, Coach Charlie Lu-
cas, stated, “I prepared a lot 
over this offseason to make 
my team.  I also spent a lot 
of time figuring out who to 
pitch and who to catch.” 
 The reduction in num-
bers can be attributed to 
multiple options for kids 
to pick from. Many stu-
dents have busy schedules. 
Numerous kids have made 
the switch from baseball 
to lacrosse. Additionally, a 
group of kids have chosen 
to play for a team started 
by Michael Winn, Veteran 
coach of Burlington Base-
ball.  Winn, elected to the 
Town Recreation Com-

mission, has started a 
team that is neither affili-
ated with Burlington High 
School nor the BBSA that 
reportedly has 20 players. 
Arguably, these individuals 
would have been in town 
ball if the team did not ex-
ist.
 However, one upcom-
ing eighth grader noted 
of the circumstances, “it’s 
good that at least a steady 

amount of kids are play-
ing.”
  Coach Lucas was also 
asked about the hectic sum-
mer season for players.  
“Kids are very busy these 
days but earlier on there 
was no AAU, Ripken All 
Stars, none of that. There 
was only Town Baseball,” 
asserted Lucas.
 Losing about 13-15 elite 
players is an upset to Babe 

Ruth, and for freshmen 
players in the league, it will 
be a very different experi-
ence than it has been the 
last two years. At this rate 
players hope that the league 
will stay at five teams. All 
that players and parents can 
do is hope for the best. In 
the end, 2014 will be a jam 
packed season full of nail 
biters and blowouts. 
 This year is going to 

be an interesting one with 
the loss of the freshmen 
to various factors such as 
freshmen ball and the new 
independent team started 
by Winn. There are also 
many other factors to look 
at in this new season. There 
are the 7th graders who 
are experiencing their first 
year with the older kids. 
For some, it will be a hard 
transition, but for others 

Burlington town baseball underway

the transition will be nat-
ural. Coaches will have a 
challenge this season with 
players they have never 
seen before. Some kids 
will have a strong arm, 
and some kids will have a 
powerful swing. Baseball is 
a beautiful thing, and this 
2014 season, despite the 
decrease in numbers, will 
be a good one. Babe Ruth 
baseball here we come! 

Burlington’s annual baseball parde on May 3rd. Photo from bbsaonline.com

By TJ Horgan
Win. This is the all-en-

compassing word describ-
ing the apex of compe-
tition. However, does it 
accurately depict the talent 
level of the athletic elite 
who performing Ameri-
ca’s pastime, every day, for 
nine months every year? 

The starting pitcher in 
baseball is someone who 
players follow, fans revere 
(or detest), photographers 
capture, and with whom 
owners anchor a team. 
One pitch could galva-
nize an audience of 50,000 
boisterous fans. Yet there is 
one thing a pitcher is con-
stantly subject to, and that 
is judgement.

Any person with the 
privilege of being finan-
cially rewarded for physical 
gifts is often scrutinized. 
However, the scrutiny often 
stems from inauspicious 
“evidence,” such as the 
“wins” statistic. 

A pitcher achieves a 
“win” if they last pitched 
prior to the half-inning 
when the winning team 
took the lead for the first 
time. The most common 
exception to this is when 
a starting pitcher does not 
complete 4 ½ innings, as 
that is the minimum in-
nings requirement needed 
to achieve a win.

Despite a team’s ulti-
mate goal being to win the 
game, the win is an anti-
quated and irrelevant way 
to judge the talent of a 
pitcher.

From quick stat lines on 
television broadcasts, to hy-
perlinks on web pages with 
the pitcher’s picture and 
statistics, the win statistic is 
everywhere, and often the 
first numeral evaluation of 
a pitcher. It is a staple in the 
juxtaposed world of base-
ball analytics, and a sym-
bol of the “old school” and 
“new school” argument. 

My reasoning for argu-
ing that the win should be 
completely removed from 
mainstream pitcher evalu-
ations begins with the fact 
that a win is contingent 
upon a plethora of other 
factors, many of which are 
not even remotely con-
trolled by the pitcher him-
self. 

For example, an out-
fielder’s range can impact 

a game in a 
way which 
will fluc-
tuate from 
pitcher to 
pitcher, out-
fielder to 
outf ielder, 
and game 
to game. 
Raul Ibanez 
played 824 
and ⅓ in-
nings in 
left field for 
the Seattle 
Mariners in 
2013, which 
led the 
M a r i n e r s 
for innings 
played at 
that posi-
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Winning is great for a team...but as a player’s statistic?

Charlie Sheen’s “Winning” matters more than that of MLB pitchers; image 
from http://www.standingdog.com/blog/tips-for-writing-winning-ad-copy/

tion. Ibanez is 41 years of 
age, and had more time in 
the field than any player 
over the age of 40 by a sub-
stantial margin. 

Obviously, a 41 year-old 
player is slightly slower, less 
limber, and less agile than, 
say, Boston’s Shane Vic-
torino (32). The statistics 
corroborate this, as Ibanez 
scored a -17.1 in Ultimate 
Zone Primer (UZR). This 
statistic encompasses a 
fielder’s range, in respect to 
ability to fielding a ball in 
any specific location.

Shane Victorino scored 
a 24.0 with UZR. Ibanez 
tallied the worst UZR 
among all players in the 
MLB with at least 800 in-
nings, while Victorino sat at 
fourth place. Fielding dis-
crepancies such as this are 

not accounted for in wins. 
There were 45 players 

with more wins in 2013 
than Felix Hernandez, Seat-
tle’s best pitcher. Had Raul 
Ibanez been moderate-
ly more agile, a fly ball to 
left-center field may have 
been caught for an out, 
instead of dropping, and 
scoring 3 runs. 

Jon Lester, on the other 
hand, Boston's "ace" tallied 
15 wins on the 2013 season. 
According to fangraphs.
com, Victorino saved 24 
defensive runs last year. 
That equates to one run 
saved every 6.75 games. 
Defensive metrics are high-
ly underrated and can often 
be used to justify a pitcher's 
low (or high) win total. 

Hernandez placed fifth 
in terms of FIP, Fielding In-
dependent Pitching, which 
is calculated using home 
runs, strikeouts, walks, bat-
ters hit, and other “field-
ing-independent” statis-
tics. Lester finished 41st in 
terms of FIP. 

Is it fair to depreciate 
the value of Felix Hernan-
dez because Raul Ibanez 
is an incompetent fielder? 
Of course it’s not. Is it fair 
to say Jon Lester is an "ace" 
or "shut down" pitcher be-
cause Shane Victorino can 
run, catch, and throw bet-
ter than most players? Of 
course it's not. That is why 
wins should never surface 
on a remedial stat-sheet 
or glance at a pitcher, and 
metrics such as FIP should.
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Spring has sprung

*Among students responding to our 2009 survey. **Visit PrincetonReview.com/guarantee 
for details. Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated 
with The Princeton Review. The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.

SAT | ACT | PSAT
Private Tutoring, Small Group Instruction, 
Classroom and Online Courses.

To register or for more detailed information, 
call 800-2Review (800-273-8439) or visit 
PrincetonReview.com today.

Where do you want to go?
We’ll do everything possible to help you hit your 
best score so you can get into your top-choice 
school too. All of our prep programs deliver smart 
ways to learn and guaranteed** results.

Over 4 out of 5 Princeton Review 
graduates who got into college 
were accepted into at least 
one of their top-choice 
schools.*
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LEAVES
LION
MELT

OUTSIDE
POLLEN

RAIN
RAINBOW
SHOWERS
SUNSHINE
WARMTH

By Coulter Ralston

M S M K S K Y N G B
R E N I H S N U S A
E E L I O N N G E S
T B K T W V U R D E
S E V A E L B E I B
A L L E R G I E S A
E B Z T S K I N T L
F M S D U O L C U L
H U U R A I N B O W
W B N F L O W E R U

Across
1. The chronicle of a 
woman and her struggles 
with love, life, and soci-
ety.
3. Willy’s struggling, and 
his first son’s a loser, but 
at least he drives a nice 
car.
5. Boys get stranded on 
island and things go hor-
ribly wrong
8. Imagine being stuck in 
the middle of the ocean 
with just a Bengal Tiger 
for company!
9. BONUS: Mr. Lally’s 
least-favorite poet. Also 
makes a cameo in AMC’s 
Breaking Bad.
10. Alexander Super-
tramp took off and ex-
plored North America 
all by himself before he 
wound up dead in Alaska
11. “A rose by any oth-
er name would smell as 
sweet...”
12. Phonies, the lot of 
you!

Down
2. A Russian novel about 
psychological decay and 
the nature of justice.
4. You’ll think it’s about 
animals, but really, it’s 
about communism.
6. Leo DiCaprio played 
the eponymous 1920s 
hero in the movie adap-
tation of this social com-
mentary novel.
7. Too many Catherine’s 
in this one. Just way too 
many.

BHS Literature

~Clues~


