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By TJ Horgan
If you have ever attended Burlington High School, had 

children attend Burlington High School, or have attend-
ed a sporting event at Burlington High School, the rubber 
gym has been a staple in providing a venue for an array of 
athletic endeavors. However, the contractors have arrived, 
and the rubber gym has received a much needed renova-
tion.  

The rubber gym was created when the original BHS 
was constructed in 1972. After exceeding its expected 
shelf-life of 35 years, by 7 years, a new floor, of a simi-
lar rubber material, replaced it, and was ready for use on 
Monday, March 10. 

 In March of 2013, principal Mark Sullivan, along with 
the support of Burlington administration, submitted a war-
rant claim requesting a portion of the town’s funds be used 
to subsidize this $200,000 project, and the town approved. 

The company with whom Burlington collaborated to 
produce the floor is Mondo, the official floor of the Olym-
pic running tracks. Project manager Rob Belkner, of Mon-
do, worked diligently to ensure all aspects of this project 
were completed quickly and, more importantly, with qual-
ity. 

The architect chosen for this installation was Kip 
Buckley, a Burlington resident who has been working 
with Burlington Public Schools for 20 years. Buckley was 
the architect for the larger-scale renovations of Memorial 
School and Marshall Simonds Middle School.

“We have a good contractor who’s done terrific work 
[Tom Bezik, of Chicago], we had good bids, this came 
in under budget, and this is the best product you can get, 
from Mondo; it comes from Italy,” said Buckley about 
completing this project 
efficiently.

In terms of Burling-
ton’s future projects, 
principal Mark Sullivan 
looks to obtain secure 
vestibules for BHS’ en-
trances and exits. Ad-
ditionally, a claim for a 
$22 million renovation 
of BHS will be sub-
mitted to town meeting 
sometime in March.

Exemplary entrepreneur Chris Brogan visits BHS

Rubber renovation hits BHS 

The new rubber gym; Photo by TJ Horgan

By Chenaniah Errison-
Johnson & Lindsay Corbett 
 New York Times best-
selling author of six books, 
businessman and speaker, 
Chris Brogan, visited BHS 
on April 1, 2014  to discuss 
how he became successful.
 Throughout the day, 
Brogan utilized personal 
anecdotes and tales from 
his books to emphasize the 
importance of digital media, 
communication, and profes-
sional networking.
 Unlike any speaker that 
has come to BHS, Brogan 
was cool yet casual. Men-
tioning modern celebrities 
and focusing on the use of 
social media to expand one’s 
business made his speech 
dynamic for students. 
 When establishing a 
business, one should try to 
think outside of the box and 
be original, asserted Brogan.  
The mall is full of places 

that sell iPhone cases and 
shirts. Having a product 
that is rare and unique 
will decrease competi-
tion and get one’s name 
out there faster.  Brogan 
encouraged students to 
follow their passions, 
turning them into a busi-
ness that they love.
 Eschewing tradi-
tional educational paths, 
Brogan insisted that indi-
viduals do not need to go 
to college to be successful. 
 However, Brogan did 
lament not taking law, jour-
nalism and sociology cours-
es when in college. First, 
legal knowledge would 
allow him to accurately 
read contracts before sign-
ing them, saving him a ton 
of money in lawyers’ fees.  
Second, journalism skills 
would have helped hone 
his communication. Third, 
sociology is important be-

cause, Brogan maintaned, 
everything else changes, but 
people pretty much stay the 
same; it’s good to learn how 
to communicate with differ-
ent types of people.
 Like everyone, Brogan 
has found his inspiration 
and it may not be what peo-
ple usually hear.
 “I get inspired by ques-
tions,” said Brogan.  
 Companies come to 
Brogan asking how to bet-

ter themselves.  In 
the typically compet-
itive business world, 
he focuses on helping 
others.  He shares his 
knowledge.
 “According to 
Chris, successful en-
trepreneurs must have 
strong human relations 
skills. They should 
first focus on helping 
people and solving 
problems and then 

eventually their name will 
‘start glowing,’” said Jenn 
Scheffer, the BHS Technol-
ogy Specialist who brought 
Brogan to BHS, on the BPS 
Blog.
 Additionally, following 
his passions has opened nu-
merous doors for Brogan. 
He has been able to visit 
many countries as a hired 
speaker.
 “Been around the world 
don’t speak the language,” 

Brogan amusingly quoted 
the lyrics from Jason Deru-
lo’s song “Talk Dirty.”  He 
has travelled to Denver, Tur-
key, Mexico, Argentina and 
Sweden.  He even told a sto-
ry about the time he got to 
fly first class because there 
was a mishap with his tick-
et. Travelling far away from 
home does have its benefits 
at times. 
 With a typical $25,000 
price tag for organizations 
to have Brogan speak, BHS 
was lucky to have him.
 “Imagine a person who 
is booked for corporate 
events...agreeing to come 
speak to a group of high 
school students for free! 
Then again, if you have fol-
lowed Chris and his work 
for any amount of time, it 
is very clear that his work 
is his passion,” stated Assis-
tant Superintendent Patrick 
Larkin on his blog.

Chris Brogan, Owner Human Business Works; Photo from 
http://bhshelpdesk.com/2014/03/31/help-desk-welcomes-chris-brogan/

By TJ Horgan
To what extent can 

schools regulate the tweets 
sent by their enrolled stu-
dents? Nick Barbieri, se-
nior attending North Attle-
borough High School, set 
a precedent, along with the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), when he 
tested his administration’s 
governance with a tweet 
sent to his vice principal the 
night before a snow day. 

On February 4th, Bar-
bieri, 18, along with fellow 
seniors, was longing for a 
cancellation of school, as 
seniors are not required to 
make up days lost during 
the year. NAHS assistant 
principal, Lee Anne Todd 
(@NorthHigh1) tweeted, 
“No school tomorrow - see 
you in June!” which, on the 
surface, seems as though it 
would appease the students 
such as Barbieri who were 
campaigning for a snow day.

However, Barbieri said 
he “took that as a little jab, 
a sarcastic comment at the 
fact that some kids have to 
make up the days in June.” 
Within minutes, Barbieri (@
SGCBarbierian) quoted the 
tweet, and added “F*** off 
#seniors #nomakeup #chirp-
chirp.” 

“I was trying to be a lit-
tle bit edgy. My fans loved 
it; everyone from the school 
thought it was hilarious,” 
said Barbieri. 

By “fans,” Barbieri is 
referring to his 30,500 twit-
ter followers and 220,000 
Youtube subscribers. He is a 
content producer contracted 
by the company Omnia Me-
dia. His work includes over 

1,000 youtube videos giving 
walkthroughs, advice, and 
analysis about video games, 
specifically Minecraft.

According to Barbieri, 
about 20 minutes after he 
sent the tweet, he received 
a phone call from Todd de-
manding he delete the tweet, 
or he would be punished 
with detention. 

The Monday following 
the snow day, Barbieri was 
summoned to Todd’s office 
and informed he would re-
ceive two three-hour deten-
tions for the tweet. 

“I didn’t think the school 
was going to punish me. On 
social media, if you don’t 
like something, you gener-
ally ignore it,” said Barbi-
eri. “I guess I was just ready 
to take the detentions and 
move on,” he added, once 
he was informed of his pun-
ishment.

In the same meeting, 
Barbieri was told that if he 
did not remove three other 
tweets regarding the snow 
day from his account, he 
could serve up to three days 
of out-of-school suspension.

This was when the 
movement started.

Barbieri’s followers 
were notified of his pun-

ishment through a series of 
tweets he sent, and were im-
mediately outraged. His fol-
lowers began tweeting at the 
ACLU to take action, and 
soon after, Sarah Wunsch, 
an attorney with the ACLU 
contacted Barbieri, wanting 
him to protest this punish-
ment.

“I was ready to read a 
book for three hours, do the 
detention, whatever, when 
I was contacted by Ms. 
Wunsch. She said to me, 
‘This is an important prece-
dent we need to set because 
there is not a lot of law, or 
examples, on the subject of 
students’ rights, even though 
there should be,’” added 
Barbieri.

Wunsch drafted a formal 
complaint to Todd, demand-
ing that Barbieri not serve 
any detention or suspension 
time, his record be cleared of 
this incident, and Todd apol-
ogize. According to Barbi-
eri, these demands were all 
met, except the apology. 

Barbieri’s message for 
fellow students is, “It’s im-
portant for students to real-
ize that they do have rights 
inside and outside of school. 
Make sure your rights aren’t 
being violated, because it’s 
not just about you; it’s about 
protecting students in future 
generations, as well.” 

Burlington High School, 
being the second school in 
Massachusetts to implement 
a 1-1 initiative, meaning 
every student receives a de-
vice to use, has experienced 
issues involving student 
censorship on social media. 
As of now, any questionable 
tweets sent on a school iPad 

or on the school Wi-Fi are 
subject to punishment. 

However, Barbieri, 
along with the ACLU, has 
set a precedent that could 

ignite a new generation of 
students, more cognizant of 
the presence of the constitu-
tional rights protecting their 
freedom of expression.

Student cites 1st Amendment in free speech case 

Nick Barbieri--@SGCBarberian
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*Among students responding to our 2009 survey. **Visit PrincetonReview.com/guarantee 
for details. Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated 
with The Princeton Review. The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.
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To register or for more detailed information, 
call 800-2Review (800-273-8439) or visit 
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ways to learn and guaranteed** results.

Over 4 out of 5 Princeton Review 
graduates who got into college 
were accepted into at least 
one of their top-choice 
schools.*

By Lindsay Corbett
BHS's Fashion Design 

Class recently showcased 
their fabulous designs. The 
Annual Fashion Show was 
held March 20 in the lower 
library. 

"The whole event was 
a success. I couldn't be 

Fashion students work on their designs in the new fashion studio;  photo from http://bhsmistler.weebly.com/6/category/fashion%20design/1.html

By Adil Sageer
On March 27, Factathlon Team 

Twinkie, led by captain Lawrence 
Yu, beat out Brown Hair Do Care, 
led by captain Holly Cullinan, in a 
high scoring championship match.

In a nutshell, Factathlon is a 
trivia competition in which teams 
of BHS students compete against 
each other in a quiz-show setting. 
Best of all, viewers can catch all of 
the excitement on BCAT (Burling-
ton Cable Access Television).

This year’s bracket consisted of 
a mixture of BHS students, from 
renowned veteran seniors to in-
coming, ambitious freshmen. Each 
team had four contestants, three 
competitors and an alternate. Stu-
dents were not required to be in the 
same grade level to be on the same 
team. Every match was taped in the 
BCAT Studio, and are currently be-
ing aired on BCAT channels. 

Questions ranged from tradi-
tional academic subjects to com-
pletely random trivia facts. They 
originated from a multitude of 
sources, including BHS teachers. 

Regarding the atmosphere of 
the competition, Captain Aadil Is-
lam of the freshman team named 
“Three and a Half Curry Spices” 
said after his first match, “[It] was 
a really fun experience. The game 
went down to the wire, so it was 
pretty intense. [English teacher and 
Factathlon Host Anne Ford] made 
the round fun with occasional jokes 
here and there.” 

Factathlon is a heated com-
petition full of strategic gambles, 
yet it’s also fun game to play with 
peers. Will you play next year?

more proud of my design-
ers. They did such a great 
job," said Keith Mistler, 
the teacher of the class.

 The models had the 
decision to model their 
clothes or not. With their 
flashing smiles and ener-
gy, they looked like pro-

fessional models strutting 
down the runway. 

Before the show, there 
was a mixture of emotions.

"I'm very nervous but 
excited because I get to 
model my clothes but I 
have to walk out in front 
of my friends and random 

Team Twinkie--2014 Factathlon Champs

The facts on
Factathlon

people," exclaimed senior 
Nicole Valerio.

Observing the fashion 
show was a sight to see. 

Senior Maya Russell 
modeled a dress she made 
out of brown straws for the 
top and grocery bags for 
the skirt. The outfit was   

absolutely a memorable 
one.

"That [the outfit men-
tioned above] was defi-
nitely hard to make. A 
lot of time was put into it 
because I had to think of 
what I actually had to do 
and just making it took 

Grease Cast Poster courtesy of Chet Maguire

Congrats to the cast of Grease for a successful and memorable show!Strutting down the runway
a lot of time," explained 
Russell.

The designers worked 
really hard throughout the 
year and everything looked 
amazing. If you have an 
eye for fashion, then this is 
definitely the elective for 
you.

News
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By Adil Sageer  & 
Coulter Ralston
 “Tap to flap,” and don’t 
bump into any of the Ma-
rio-esque pipes. Who knew 
such a tantalizingly simple 
concept could become so 
infuriating and difficult? 
Inevitably, hundreds of 
BHS students downloaded 
the game Flappy Bird in 
an attempt to silence their 
friends’ bragging. Upon 
sight of the introduction 
screen, they scoffed at the 
thought of this being the 
rage-inducing game every-
one was talking about. Lit-
tle did they know they were 
mere milliseconds away 
from their first taste of de-
feat.
  That first death is fol-
lowed by a second, which 
is followed by a third, ad 
infinitum. 
 “I just got it because 
everyone else had; I didn’t 
think I’d use it much. Sud-
denly it was 4 AM, and all 
I wanted to do was get past 
my high score,” said Fresh-
man Anusha Datar. 
 The internet is intrigued 
by the frustration associated 
with the game’s maddening 
mechanics. If Flappy Bird 
was just another casual 
game, then there would not 
be a problem; however, it 
is anything but just another 

casual game.
 Popular gaming 
site IGN described 
Flappy Bird as a 
“brutal, unforgiv-
ing, never-ending 
gauntlet of pain and 
death.” 
 Similarly, PC-
MAG said, “While 
Flappy Bird is not 
technically impossi-
ble to play, it’s [just 
so] difficult [that] it 
may as well be.”    
    Hundreds of thou-
sands of users have 
written reviews on 
Flappy Bird in the 
App Store compar-
ing it to the devil.
 At first glance, 
one might wonder 
what brought upon this 
Flappy Bird pandemonium. 
After certain investigations 
were conducted by Ven-
tureBeat, the true nature 
of Flappy Bird’s design 
was revealed. Its popular-
ity, apart from the obvious 
addictiveness of the pick-
up-and-play concept, stems 
from clever “dark patterns” 
(a dark pattern is when a 
user interface is designed 
to get users to do something 
that they would not other-
wise intentionally do).
 Before Flappy Bird 
made it big-time, it relied 

on a rather crafty dark pat-
tern--the “share” and “rate” 
buttons kept appearing 
where the play/restart but-
ton should. This resulted in 
Flappy Bird being shared at 
an unrealistic pace, and an 
unimaginable 600 reviews 
per hour. Once it made it 
to the #1 spot on the “Top 
Free” on both iTunes and 
Google Play, the develop-
er updated the game and 
turned off the dark patterns. 
At this point, it had enough 
organic interest that it no 
longer needed to rely on 
this scandalous tactic.

 Although 
this scheme 
is distaste-
ful at best, 
the creator 
of the game- 
Dong Nguy-
en, should 
evoke some 
s y m p a t h y. 
Nguyen is 
an indie 
game devel-
oper based 
in Vietnam, 
and he cre-
ated Flappy 
Bird alone 
in only 
two days. 
Once word 
broke at the 
start of this 

month that he was making 
upwards of $50,000 a day 
from Flappy Bird alone (he 
has two other games that 
are now also in the Top 5, 
thanks to Flappy Bird’s 
popularity), he was put un-
der immense pressure by 
his social network-using 
players and the media alike. 
 “I can call ‘Flappy 
Bird’ a success of mine, 
but it also ruins my sim-
ple life. So now I hate it,” 
said Nguyen on his Twitter 
on February 8th. After a 
few hours, this tweet was 
followed by “I am sorry 

‘Flappy Bird’ users, 22 
hours from now, I will take 
‘Flappy Bird’ down. I can-
not take this anymore.” 
 It is interesting to note, 
however, that Nguyen 
intentionally revealed a 
timeframe for its removal. 
That tweet was retweeted 
over 145,000 times, which 
increased the number of 
potential consumers expo-
nentially. There is a very 
plausible theory that he 
wanted to lock-in the larg-
est userbase possible be-
fore removing the game, so 
he’d be able to maintain a 
$100,000 per day revenue 
even after the game was 
unavailable. This way, he 
would not have to deal with 
accusations of copying 
Nintendo, with the pipes in 
the game resembling Ma-
rio.
 Setting aside the nu-
merous conspiracy theo-
ries regarding its logistics, 
Flappy Bird is a big hit 
among BHS students. Once 
the game was discovered, it 
spread all over the school 
like wildfire. Before long, 
whole study periods were 
spent on improving Flappy 
Bird high scores. Scorers 
in the hundreds recalled 
their initial days with Flap-
py Bird in a not-so-fond 
way. Some even mourned 

Flappy flaps no more
their first smashed phone-
-a product of Flappy Bird 
frustration.
 The school as a whole 
seems to agree that Flappy 
Bird is consuming some 
people’s lives. Freshman 
Meghana Varma said, “I 
haven’t played the game 
much, but I see it slowly 
crushing my classmates.” 
 Its clever design feeds 
off of the natural compet-
itiveness in human nature, 
which makes it all the more 
enticing to take “just one 
more try.” This kind of 
frenzy creates the illusion 
that the game is good and 
fun, when really it was just 
meticulously engineered to 
be incredibly addictive.
 Flappy Bird may be 
gone now, but it was the 
sole pioneer of a genre full 
of “Flappy” things. Even 
before its removal, dozens 
of alternatives including 
“Floppy Bird,” “Flappy 
Bee,” “Fly Birdie-Flappy 
Bird Flyer,” and even Ses-
ame Street’s Official “Flap-
py Bert” existed! 
 Nguyen recently un-
veiled a new “Flappy” 
chapter, as he responded 
to an inquiry about Flappy 
Bird’s re-release via twit-
ter, tweeting, “Yes. But not 
soon.” 

Students Flap in Library; Photo by TJ Horgan

Traditional to Modern English
By Chenaniah 
Errisson-Johnson 
 The state regularly chang-
es the public school curricu-
lum to better educate students 
and ensure they are receiving 
the necessary skills before 
graduating into the real world.   
 Next year, changes will 
be made to the English cur-
riculum so that there will be a 
balance between public school 
students nationwide.  Students 
will be required to meet Com-
mon Core Standards so that 
students will be at the same 
level in their grade. Therefore, 
BHS will be changing the En-
glish curriculum to meet the 
new criteria laid out by Com-
mon Core Standards. 
 “Mr. Lally and the mem-
bers of the English department 
review our curriculum often 
in order to ensure that we are 
addressing the needs of BHS 
students and providing them 
with relevant material. We 
update when nec-
essary to improve 
our work and to 
meet our students’ 
needs. Additional-
ly, [Massachusetts]  
has adopted the 
new Common Core 
Standards, which 
will be in effect the 
next school year; as 
a result, the English 
department’s most 
recent curriculum 
update discussions 
have centered on 

meeting those standards,” ex-
plained English teacher Shan-
non Janovitz. 
 “We need to shift when we 
cover some skills and topics,”  
continued Janovitz.
 English teacher Brenna 
Rose further explained, “What 
we’re reading will be shuffled 
around only slightly. There 
will be no term paper junior 
year. The proper term paper 
will be for senior year.”
 This move gives teachers 
more time to teach each skill 
needed for the term paper 
more effectively. Juniors will 
have time to practice and to 
learn  the steps of the process 
before completeing a full term 
paper as seniors. 
 For every book read, there 
will be one skill that the teach-
er will focus on.  Narrowing 
in on one skill at a time makes 
it easier for students to under-
stand the pieces better. 
  “The notes are 

spread apart,” said Rose. “It’s 
easier to teach when the les-
sons are spread out. More fo-
cus can be placed on the skills, 
and it allows more time to 
teach components.”  
 Furthermore, in addition 
to traditional literature, more 
modern books will be read in 
the classroom, such as Scarlett 
by Alexander Ripley and 1984 
by George Orwell. 
 The English department 
also wants to “incorporate dif-
ferent races and genres from 
our [current] authors,” said 
English language teacher Pa-
mela Coppola.  
 These new books will be 
used to “accurately show lit-
erary movement and show 
genres and how they work,” 
insisted Rose. 
 The English department is 
also trying to implement new 
skills in the classroom. 
 “We are also focusing 
more on different types of 

writing. Other additions to 
the curriculum are in line with 
BHS’s focus on 21st century 
skills, such as media literacy, 
visual literacy, and compara-
tive analysis. The updates to 
the curriculum will guarantee 
that we maintain high expecta-
tions for our students and give 
them every opportunity to suc-
ceed,” assured Janovitz. 
 Changes often bring com-
plaints; however, teachers in 
the department agree with 
these minor changes. 
 If changes improve her 
students, “communication, 
writing and thinking skills,” 
then Coppola agrees that the 
change is necessary. “If we 
have to read different books to 
improve these skills, then I’m 
fine with that,” continued Cop-
pola.  
 Along with Coppola’s 
thoughts, Janovitz agreed that 
adding such changes can help.
 “I feel the updates will 

benefit our students. 
Although some of the 
changes will be chal-
lenging to implement, 
I think the revisions 
will help the students 
of BHS to develop 
essential skills and 
explore relevant top-
ics. Our current cur-
riculum is strong and 
effective, but it is im-
portant to change as 
the lives and needs of 
our students change,” 
said  Janovitz.Common Core logo from Iew.com

By Emmet Funchion 
 Do you have a love for camera work? Does being front and 
center on and off the camera really inspire you to be an actor or 
speaker? Do you love the aspect of video and audio? If so, then 
BCAT, Burlington Cable Access Television, is the club for you.
 The BHS TV club just made its debut for high schoolers this 
year, giving students the option to be in front of or behind the 
scenes in creating various TV shows.  
 For example, if you want to help out with BCAT special 
shows like BNEWS and sports call, the BCAT staff is very re-
ceptive, and will find a way to incorporate you. 
 The club is run by Mike Duval, a Belmont High School and 
UMass Amherst graduate, with years of experience in the field 
of videography and broadcast.  Students can also speak to Jen 
Dodge, BCAT’s executive director, or contact Cory McNeil and 
Tad Stephannak, the production coordinators, about how to be-
come involved.
 “BCAT is a great opportunity to learn tv production and pro-
duction in general while working with your peers,” said Dodge 
about why kids should join the BCAT club.
 Whether you are a incoming freshman, or you are in your last 
year of high school, all you have to do is show up every Thursday 
afternoon from 2:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. and be ready to get to 
work. The club is about giving nonstop effort and being able to 
know the basics of a camera, like setting up a video camera on 
a tripod. BCAT is also very hands on, and students are always 
doing something like camera work, graphics, audio, and so forth.
 The BCAT program also provides club members with op-
portunties to help many organizations around the town.  For in-
stance, students can work on taping special events like Dare Day 
and Pride Day.  
 BCAT has a lot to offer. Don’t miss out on this chance to 
show who you are through this wonderful experience at the 
BCAT club.  

BCAT makes its mark in BHS
Image from Bcattv.org
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“Telling it like it is” since back in the day. 

Griffin Sullivan &
Coulter Ralston  

Buses at BHS arrive at 
drastically different times. 
Some buses are waiting 
for kids on a silver platter 
right after school, as other 
buses arrive forty-five min-
utes late. These extremely 
late buses leave children 
grumpy and  begging for 
rides home.
     Should buses come earli-
er? Many students think so.
   “It’s terrible.... I have a 
lot of homework when I 
get home because I am a 
junior, and I need to get 
home earlier,” said Shilton 
Varghese when asked about 
his opinion on bus num-
ber eight that shows up to 
school about 45 minutes af-
ter school ends.

  Varghese feels that he gets 
a lot of homework from 
his teachers. Unfortunate-
ly, bus number eight picks 
him up at about 2:45 p.m., 
and he doesn’t get home 
until around 3 o’clock. This 
lateness cuts into his home-
work time. 
      Kids who take the bus 
need to get home sooner. 
They need to be able to get 
their homework done ear-
lier in case they have their 
own outside-of-school pri-
orities or unrelated school 
activities that they need to 
do. Also, parents schedule 
their kids’ dentist and doc-
tors’ appointments directly 
after school so that their ap-
pointments will not conflict 
with the school day, allow-
ing kids to remain in class-

rooms so they won’t fall 
behind. But if they take a 
bus that shows up late, they 
cannot be certain to make 
appointments or arranged 
times.
 However,  the school is 
in fact aware of the prob-

lem.
      Much like the students, 
Principal Mark Sullivan 
does not like it. He wish-
es every bus could come 
within 15 minutes after 
the school day ends, but 
this task is not as easy as it 

sounds.
      “We have a contract 
with A & F bus company.... 
Shawsheen Tech also had 
a contract with A & F and 
lent four buses, but Shaw-
sheen changed contracts, 
and we were down buses. 

BHS needing summer reading? You decide.

By Pranav Menon
In a surprise move that 

has spawned more BHS stu-
dent attention and dissen-
tion than even the advent 
of the rotating schedule, the 
BHS English Department 
has shockingly put in place 
a new summer reading pro-
gram for all students. 

That’s right, BHS; your 
entire summer vacation is 
in jeopardy, now that you’ll 
be tasked with reading a 
book over the course of 
July and August. Of course, 
you should be angry! How 
can your future teachers ex-
pect you to read one book 
and complete one assign-
ment over the course of two 
months? 

According to BHS 
principal Mark Sullivan, 
the administration and the 
English department have 
“been talking about this 
[program] for at least six 
years. It kept coming back 
that everyone agreed that 
we should have some sort 
of structured reading pro-
gram.” 

“We didn’t want it to 
be unreasonable….It’s one 
book; it’s probably not go-
ing to hurt you,” Sullivan 
added. But what, in all hon-
esty, could be more unrea-
sonable than completing 
reading-based schoolwork 

during the summer? 
 Sullivan also 

claimed that “There is data 
out there that will tell you it 
helps with the literacy gap 
[disparity in reading level 
between students] if kids 
are reading over the sum-
mer, even if it’s just one 
book.” Nothing could be 
more illogical; since when 
has reading helped anyone 
achieve anything in this 
world? 

Ben Lally, head of Bur-
lington’s English depart-
ment, shed some light on 
the goals and reasons be-
hind the program’s rebirth: 
“The statistics are really 
embarrassing about how 
little people are reading 
anywhere--adults, college, 
high school….The goal is 
to ideally to get people to 
read more.” Little does he 
understand, however, that 
reading is overrated, and 
a love for reading can’t be 
cultivated by asking people 
to read. 

Lally also delineated 
the horrific assignment 
specifics: freshmen will 
write one paragraph to a 
personal response question, 
sophomores will write one 
PIE paragraph, juniors will 
compose a paragraph re-
sponse to an 8 page anno-
tated section, and seniors 

Three long months and a big, bad book

By Matt Tierney &   
Coulter Raston 

Remember that un-
needed stress that killed 
the summer in the middle 
school years? Well, those 
fun times will return. At 
least it appears to only be 
one book required to read, 
but is that still too much?

“Starting this summer, 
BHS will introduce a sum-
mer reading assignment 
for all students, according 
to grade level,” officially 
announced BHS principal 
Mark Sullivan on his blog.  

That’s right.  Starting 
this coming summer of 
2014, BHS will be bring-
ing back summer reading.  
Each grade will read one 
book over the summer that 
aligns with their grade lev-
el’s curriculum, and be giv-
en an assignment to show 
their understanding of the 
book.

The news of this assign-
ment certainly came to the 
shock of many students, es-
pecially since the summer 
is supposed to be a time 
to relax after a hard school 
year of heavy workloads.  

One would think that after 
ten long months of school, 
they would finally get their 
chance to relax and vaca-
tion, but the ugly truth is 
that they will have to spend 
some of it reading. 

Sure, there are some 
students at BHS who see 
this news as a positive oc-
currence, but the majority 
of the BHS crowd likely 
isn’t too fond of the assign-
ment.  

“I honestly don’t think I 
can name one BHS student 
who I know enjoys reading.  
I don’t really mind reading 
books during the school 
year in class, but over the 
summer is really a disap-
pointment,” said freshman 
David Keelan.

The summer consists of 
vacations, family time, and 
maybe even working. The 
one time of the year when 
school is the last thing on 
the minds of students will 
now come to an end. Those 
lovely summer days with-
out a thing to stress stu-
dents out are gone.

The details for the re-
quired books are on bhsen-

Summer reading: more like summer boring

So, we already have to pay 
money for that,” stated Sul-
livan 
      Sullivan hopes that next 
year a new contract can be 
made. 
 Buses are late due to the 
fact that they must pick up 
kids from the middle school 
and the elementary schools. 
 However, we have deep 
enough pockets to afford 
back-to-back renovations 
at the Middle School and 
the Memorial School, so 
it seems that Burlington 
needs to get their priori-
ties straight. If our school 
and the other schools in the 
Burlington school system 
can afford iPads for each 
student, why can’t we af-
ford just a few more bus 
drivers?

will do the same for a 15- 
page section.

“We have just as lit-
tle interest in burdening 
ourselves with September 
busywork as we have in 
burdening students with 
August busywork,” Lally 
added in explanation.

One whole paragraph 
over summer break? 
Nothing could be more 
time-consuming! 

It’s time to face the 
facts; it would be heinous-
ly criminal to continue in 
high school the summer 
reading we all got used to 
at MSMS. It makes very lit-
tle sense to use the summer 
to complete a small chunk 
of the year’s curriculum 
and take the pressure off 
of teachers and students. 
Reading pages over two 
months is silly; even if 16 
other districts around us use 
the summer to springboard 
into the year to great levels 
of success, why should we 
try the same?

Militant students have 
taken to Twitter and Face-
book in droves to protest 
the massive threat to their 
summer, and rightly so. It’s 
time to take a stand against 
programs that benefit us in 
the long run! Students of 
BHS, let your voices be 
heard!

Late buses ferry misery to students; time for a change? 

glishdepartment.com. In-
coming Freshmen must 
read “Friday Night Lights” 
by H. G. Bissinger. Soph-
omores must read “The 
Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time” by 
Mark Haddon. Juniors will 
read “Into the Wild” by Jon 
Krakauer. Also, incom-
ing seniors will read “The 
Handmaid’s Tale” by Mar-
garet Atwood.

These books may be 
well known and very inter-
esting, but there is no ques-
tion that they will cause 
distress and anxiety for 
many students.

“I already have enough 
to deal with during the 
school year. I don’t need it 
to interfere with my long 
break either when I should 
be focusing on work and 
my family,” exclaimed 
freshman Eddie Reis.

The new summer read-
ing program will not bene-
fit students in the way that 
free time would. The sum-
mer should offer opportuni-
ties to earn money at work 
and time to spend with fam-
ily and friends.Photo courtesy of blogs.constantcontact.com

“Priorities”- cartoon by Thomas Bezreh, class of 2015

Image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_bus
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By TJ Horgan
 Foreword: 2014 has 
not been a ground-break-
ing year for hip-hop so far, 
to say the least. There has 
been record anticipation 
resulting in anticlimactic, 
redundant compilations, 
along with singles that have 
flopped due to a lack of new 
material, and a mainstream 
audience finally starting to 
realize that. However, as 
2014 is 25% through, music 
fans will be awaiting some 
of rap’s most iconic and up-
and-coming artists. 
 No, Jay-Z and Kanye 
West will (most likely) not 
surprise us with albums 
in consecutive years at 
this point in their career. 
However, Nas’ 20th anni-
versary commemoration 
of one of the most criti-
cally-acclaimed albums in 
rap history (Illmatic) has 
been released to iTunes as 
available for preorder, and 
he is calling it Illmatic XX. 
Future will be releasing 
“Honest,” slated to be his 
sophomore studio album.  
 Additionally, Ice Cube 
has decided to drop the 
pg-rated movie scripts and 
head back to the studio, as 
his “Everythangs Corrupt” 
will be dropping on May 
13th. Although hip-hop has 
not exactly satiated their 
fans with content so far this 
year, 2014’s list of upcom-
ing releases is oozing with 
potential. Without further 
ado, here are my top five 
favorite hip-hop albums of 
the year thus far. 

5) Step Brothers: Lord 
Steppington
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Tenured underground 
rappers and producers, 
Evidence and Alchemist, 
joined together as “Step 
Brothers” for a collabo-
ration album titled Lord 
Steppington. This album 
was packed with their best 
rhymes, and complimented 
by their best beat produc-
tion. The main attraction of 
this album is the rappers’ 
vocalized acknowledge-
ment of their underground 
status, and verbose disdain 
for mainstream rap. In the 
obvious highlight of this 
album “Step Masters,” Ev-
idence raps, “The students 
starvin' till we packin' out 
the Garden / If we fall short 
of House of Blues, pardon.” 
A number five placement 
fits this album because al-
though their wordplay and 
rhyme schemes are often 

complex, they come off as 
scattered. For example, on 
the track “Mums in The 
Garage” featuring (one of 
my favorite rappers) Action 
Bronson, Alchemist raps, 
“To retrieve exotic pets, ka-
rate chop the nipple of yo 
chest / Ring the alarm, this 
is not a test.”   
 If given the benefit of 
the doubt, this line could 
be interpreted as comic re-
lief to lighten the theme of 
aggression which pervades 
this entire album, rhythmi-
cally, as well as lyrically.

4) Rick Ross: Mastermind 

 
 As much as I would 
love to construe a musing 
about Rick Ross’ overt 
fabrications and his repre-
senting mainstream rap’s 
perpetuating image of 
sexism, materialism, and 
pretense, I am putting this 
album at spot four simply 
because the production, 
piecing together, and flow 
is the best I have witnessed 
from Ross. Firstly, let me 
make something clear. Rick 
Ross’ music has not, is not, 
and probably never will be 
indicative of true rap mu-
sic, and hip hop’s roots or 
ultimate purpose or vision. 
Ross represents a subcul-
ture of hip hop known as 
luxury rap, which is ex-
actly how it sounds. Now, 
for the review. Although 
the content included in this 
album was not original for 
Rick Ross, or rap in gener-
al, he did seem to employ 
an omnipresent theme of 
injustice which made him 
turn to drug-dealing, and 
social commentary which 
was (hopefully purposeful-
ly) distorted by his wealthy 
“boss” persona. The song 
“Paradise Lost” is an afore-
mentioned social commen-
tary about the city of Mi-
ami, and how its paradise 
potential has been lost due 
to the incessant violence 
and crime. Additionally, 
Ross, along with the help 
of Kanye West, Big Sean, 
and soul/jazz singer Betty 
Wright, churns out one of 
the best luxury rap tracks in 
recent memory with “Sanc-
tified.” Although the title 
may imply some religious 
influence, or wholesome 
value, don’t be fooled… 
“All I want’s 100 million 
dollars and a bad b****,” 
explains Big Sean, elo-
quently, with the first rap 
lines of this track. Don’t 
let the borderline offensive 

luxury rap blind your ears 
to the melodic and soulful 
tunes of Betty Wright, how-
ever.

3) Kid Ink: My Own Lane

 Honestly, albums 5-3 
could very easily be shuf-
fled in any order, as they 
are all enjoyable and im-
pressive in their own totally 
different respects. The title 
of this album definitely en-
capsulates Ink’s compila-
tion of tracks. He juxtapos-
es pop-rap, such as the song 
“No Miracles” (with a very 
catchy and radio-approved 
chorus from Ellie Varner), 
with more traditional and 
modern rap, such as “Mur-
da” the single featuring 
Pusha T. “No Miracles” is 
undoubtedly an inspiration-
al tune set to the theme of 
hard work, while “Murda” 
featured bass-heavy ele-
ments indicative of main-
stream party “banger” rap, 
produced by Sak Pase. In 
addition, Kid Ink featured a 
respected, less-mainstream, 
yet talented rapper Pusha T 
in this single. Kid Ink's raps 
have typically been charac-
terized as catchy weed and 
party raps, and My Own 
Lane has it's fair share. 
However, Ink introduces 
his new found element of 
pop-rap to drive this mo-
tivational and entertaining 
album.

2) Raz Simone: Cognitive 
Dissonance

 I'll resort to my arse-
nal of hip hop vernacular 
here and say, Raz Simone 
straight killed this album. 
Simone had an ultra clear 
vision with this project, as 
he portrayed his trials an 
success, contrasted superb-
ly. However, the theme of 
addressing societal norms 
is the most prevalent sta-
ple to this album's content. 
This theme is expressed 
in Simone's "Natural Re-
sources," which is arguably 
the best rap song of 2014. 
The first 1:00 of this song is 
a spoken intro from Kanye 
West, addressing classism, 
which was once merely a 
politically correct nuance, 

but now an intricate part of 
society's implicit bigotry. 
With a catchy hook, and in-
telligibly cognizant verses, 
Simone crafted the best hip 
hop song of 2014. "Nos-
talgic indifference, I come 
from a house of Christians / 
Who are Christians because 
they came from a house of 
Christians / I stopped fol-
lowing when I couldn't 
figure out the difference / 
Between us and Muslims, 
us and Buddhist, us and 
Jewish customs," rapped 
Simone. Simone compli-
ments his social awareness 
with "My Hometown," 
which introduces a differ-
ent perspective to "brag 
rap." This piece is more of 
a well-crafted, thoughtful, 
anthem of Simone's which 
attributes his relative suc-
cess to his home town of 
Seattle, Washington. Addi-
tionally, Simone packs with 
album with vivid descrip-
tions of his grotesquely 
authentic experiences as a 
drug dealer and conformity 
to the influences of urban 
crime. Simone's barotone 
voice and story-telling flow 
highlight this gem album, 
which is actually available 
for free on Simone's web-
site.

1) Skizzy Mars: Pace

 Mars constructs this al-
bum more cohesively than 
the expectation for hip hop 
records. He does this by us-
ing poignant anecdotes and 
social commentary which 
transcends genres. Mars' 
gift for articulating social 
commentary is evident in 
his track, "Numb." Accord-
ing to this hook, "Maybe 
if we loved ourselves, it 
wouldn't be so hard, to love 
each other." The slightly 
raspy inflections and spo-
radic displays of his vocal 
talent create a comparison 
to Chance The Rapper, who 
has received many acco-
lades and support among 
hip hop fans and critics 
since his release of "Acid 
Rap" in early 2013. These 
two convey similar con-
tent in their music, with 
Chance's style being more 
enthusiastic and energetic, 
while Mars' style is more 
somberly anecdotal. One 
theme prevalent in the mu-
sic of both rappers, which, 
depending on perspective, 
could be negative, is the 
use and presence of drugs. 
Mars, however, does not 

Has 2014 rap disillusioned fans?

exceed his usage or com-
mentary beyond alcohol 
and marijuana. The various 
drug references, however, 
are not foundations of his 
music. Mars conveys his 
awareness of substances, 
and does not glorify them 

to the extent of some rap's 
expectations. Mars manag-
es to include his resonat-
ing, uplifting, and sobering 
stories in an unprecedented 
cohesive fashion, which 
makes Pace the best hip 
hop album of 2014 thus far. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Steppington

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mastermind_
(Rick_Ross_album)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Own_Lane

http://www.razsimone.com

http://www.skizzymars.com

By Chenaniah Errisson-Johnson
 The recent release of the film version of Veronica 
Roth’s “Divergent” has once again proven that teens crave 
dystopian literature, a genre that encourages the question-
ing of authority.  Readers who want a series to follow-up 
their completion of “The Hunger Games” and “Divergent” 
trilogies should consider Ally Condie’s “Matched.”
 “Matched” is a book of drama, romance, and life les-
sons, that will make readers feel  anger, depression, pity, 
love, hate, but most of all, it will make them want  more.  
 Cassia Maria Reyes is a seventeen-year-old teen who 
belongs to a society where everything is chosen for its 
citizens, including the day they die.  When Cassia turns 
seventeen, she is matched with her best friend, Xander 
Carrow, hence the name of the book.  When she looks at 
his background information on a microcard the society has 
given her, Xander’s picture flickers to Ky Markham who is 
considered an Aberration, or  outcast. Cassia starts to ques-
tion the society’s rules and regulations as her attraction to 
Ky grows. 
 “Matched” has taught teens and lovers of this book that 
individuals should not accept rules just because the ma-
jority is okay with them.  People should be able to decide 
what is right from wrong without the media or the higher 
ups trying to brainwash citizens. 
 “I loved the cover - [Cassia] in a bubble,” said librarian 
Susan Kelley-DiSanto.  
 On the cover, Cassia is dressed in the green gown she 
wears when she is matched, with her hands pressed against 
the clear bubble.  Symbolically, she is trapped by society 
and tries to breakthrough the restrictions the leaders of so-
ciety have inflicted upon its citizens. 
 Cassia’s struggles reveal the flaws in her once seem-
ingly perfect society.
 “[It’s a] dystopian because it creates another world. 
[Matched] could resonate true for anyone coming to age.  
They have to find out the truth about themselves,”  de-
scribed Kelley-DiSanto.
 Critics and readers alike often compare Matched to Su-
zanne Collins, The Hunger Games because in both books, 
characters live in corrupt societies in which a teen must go 
against the odds.  In Matched, it’s Cassia, but in “The Hun-
ger Games” the protagonist is Katniss Everdeen. Howev-
er, there are some notable differences between these good 
books.  One particular difference is the level of brutality.
 “I didn’t think it was violent like ‘The Hunger Games,’” 
stated Kelley-DiSanto.
 Because it is part of a series, “Matched” leaves read-
ers unsure of what will happen in the sequel Crossed.  
Cliff-hangers notoriously leave readers upset. However, 
“Matched” doesn’t leave readers feeling as if they have 
wasted their time. 
 “Condie’s enthralling and twisty dystopian plot is well 
served by her intriguing characters and fine writing.  While 
the ending is unresolved (the book is a first in a trilogy), 
Cassia’s metamorphosis is gripping and satisfying,” ex-
plained a Publisher’s Weekly Starred Review.  
 Despite the fact that “Matched” seems cliched to some 
readers, it is still an excellent read.  Lessons are taught 
from it’s themes.  If  teens, or anyone for that matter, feel 
trapped by society or even by themselves, reading Matched 
will give them the courage to stand up alone against injus-
tice.  It especially provides girls with a powerful female 
role model.
 “Matched ia a wonderful debut with strong, rather than 
strident, feminist undertones - a primer for young minds 
encouraged to question,” said the Los Angeles Times.

Truth in the midst of dystopia

Cover art taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matched

Arts & Entertainment
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By Coulter Ralston &
Matt Tierney
 Senior Paul Hogan is 
having a legendary track 
season to cap off an un-
believable career at BHS. 
Many probably have heard 
of his remarkable running 
talent from announce-
ments, or just from watch-
ing his talent unfold on the 
track. 
 In school, Hogan seems 
like the average, shy stu-
dent, but once the final bell 
rings, and track practice 
begins, Hogan transforms 
into a running superstar. 
He is just as quiet during 
track as he is at school, but 
that is just because Hogan 
is working as hard as he can 
to become the best runner 
he can be.
 He may have an addic-
tion to hard work. to go. In 
addition to his skills, Ho-
gan is probably one of the 
most persistent athletes on 
the team. Although he has 
natural talent, he does not 
stop there. He has worked 
and worked to become one 
of the best high school run-
ners in the nation.
 “It is nice to have awards 
but awards do not mean ev-
erything. The best part of 
running is the journey you 
go through with your team-
mates. It is not the award 
that makes me happy; it is 
the experience,” stated Ho-
gan.
 Hogan is a humble, 
determined athlete who 
works hard to succeed. He 
constantly helps Burlington 
win basically every event 
in which he participates. 
According to www.nation-

alscholastic.org, his most 
recent two mile time was 
8:59.82, which earned him 
the title National Champi-
on.
 Right After Hogan 
reached this milestone, he 
responded on milesplit.
com with, “I ran a 9:11 last 
month.  I haven’t run the 
two mile in a while, and I 
have really improved since 
then... I just tried to stay 
behind a couple guys in the 
front, let them do the work, 
and waited for the last 800 
(meters).”
 Hogan was always 
skilled, even as a freshman, 
but he pushed himself as 
hard as he could over the 
course of his career, and 
now, he is one of the best 
runners in the country. His 
passion to never stop or 
quit, even after he was by 
far one of the best young 
talents at the time, shows 
how determined to succeed 
Hogan is.
 Senior Timothy Sun-
nerberg, a teammate of 
Hogan’s, stated, “I remem-

ber freshman year watch-
ing him pass kids in races 
while people chanted ‘HE’S 
A FRESHMAN’ from the 
sidelines. But he wasn’t 
content to just be fast. He 
had to be the fastest, and he 
kept running and working 
until he was. Now he’s a na-
tional champion, and I can’t 
say I’m surprised at all.”
 Hogan’s will to improve 
has clearly been shown 
through his stats.  As a 
freshman, Hogan tallied a 
10:46 two-mile time and by 
senior year, maintains an 
8:59, according to milesplit.
com, nearly a whopping 
two-minute improvement 
over his four years. Also, in 
the one-mile race, Hogan 
finished with a 4:59 time as 
a freshman and a 4:15 as a 
senior this year. 
 Paul explained when 
asked about his career, 
“My running career has 
been great. I was Boston 
Globe and Boston Herald 
All Scholastic for Cross 
Country [and a] Middlesex 
league cross country cham-

pion. I was league MVP for 
indoor track. Also, I was 
US National Champion in 2 
mile and an All American. I 
was part of a Boston Globe 
All Scholastic 4 x 8 team 
too. I currently hold 600m, 
1000m, 1 mile, and 2 mile 
BHS records.”
 With a whole spring 
track season looking bright 
for him, there is almost no 
question that he will make 
a trip to nationals yet again. 
Hopefully at this year’s 
spring track national meet, 
Hogan will break records 
and finish 1st to top off his 
career.
 After the coming spring 
track season, Hogan will 
be bringing his talent to 
the college of Umass-Low-
ell, and his decorated high 
school career will come to 
an end.  BHS will certainly 
miss his fantastic running 
ability, but Paul has given 
all he could accomplish for 
our school, and every good 
thing comes to the end 
eventually.
 Will BHS ever see a stu-
dent with such an exquisite 
distance running ability 
like Hogan’s step foot on 
their grounds again?  Prob-
ably not.
 At such a young age, 
Hogan’s path to stardom is 
only just beginning. Due 
to his passion for the sport, 
and how determined he is 
to be the best, there is a very 
good chance that Hogan 
will pursue a career in run-
ning. With the improve-
ments Hogan has shown 
over his four years, it clear 
that he will constantly get 
better in years to come.

Paul Hogan: one more stride

Back in January, the 
BHS wrestling team earned 
the title of Middlesex 
League Champ, right here 
at BHS. After winning the 
title of Middlesex League 
Champs, there were still a 
few titles to earn. At sec-
tionals, eight wrestlers 
placed and at States, two 
wrestlers placed. Going 
further, one wrestler, Brad 
Basham, placed at All-
States. Overall, the Devils 
had a great season.

Leading the team in 
victories was team captain 
and BHS senior Steven 
Giampapa. He is definitely 
a tough one to beat!  With 
over 140 wins, he’s in the 
top ten at BHS for most 
wins in wrestling. In Gi-
ampapa’s freshmen year, 
he placed 2nd at sectionals, 
and 5th in States. Sopho-
more year, he was 1st in 
sectionals, 1st in States, 
6th in All-States and top 
16 in New England. Just 
recently, he has placed 1st 
in sectionals and 8th in 

States. Giampapa shows a 
positive attitude and great 
effort which contribute to 
his extraordinary leader-
ship skills. 

“My favorite part about 
wrestling for BHS was be-
ing on [a] team and leading 
the team,” said Giampapa. 

Senior Christian Woods 
was also a great asset to the 
team. A wrestler of three 
years, Woods pulled of an 
amazing senior year with 
over 25 wins and placed 
3rd at sectionals, which 
punched his ticket to States. 
He demonstrated great 
sportsmanship and and a 
belief that wrestlers have to 

leave whatever they have 
on that mat. 

Brad Basham placed 
3rd at Sectionals, 4th at 
States, and 8th at All-
States. He has only been 
wrestling for BHS for one 
year. As a freshmen, Bash-
am did exceedingly well. 

In the National HS 
Coaches Association Na-
tional Tournament at Vir-
ginia Beach, sophomore 
Tommy Lee competed in 
the Sophomore National 
Tournament at 120 lbs and 
finished with a winning 
record of 3-2.  Basham 
competed in the Freshman 
National Tournament at 

195 lbs. He advanced to the 
quarterfinals before even-
tually settling for an 8th 
place finish, earning him 
All-American status.

“Our team should be 
pretty good next year. We 
have two upcoming 8th 
graders that should be solid 
and our returning starters 
should be good and hope-
fully repeat as Middlesex 
League Champs,” predict-
ed Basham.

As the season has come 
to an end, returning wres-
tlers have begun to focus 
on what to work on in the 
off season so they can im-
prove next season. Staying 
in shape is crucial for a 
sport where players need 
strength and stamina, like 
wrestling. 

About what his team 
will do for the off season to 
prepare for next year, Chris 
Corbett, said, ”Our team 
plans on getting stronger, 
going to off season tourna-
ments and duals, and just 
try to stay wrestling all year 
round.”

Red Devils wrestling: middlesex league champions

Burlington High School spring track team is ready 
to have a great season. Surprised by the winter team, the 
spring athletes plan on achieving the same victory.

Burlington track has always done it’s best, and all the 
work and dedication showed off last winter. The winter 
track team won the League, beating the best teams of the 
area, Stoneham and Wakefield. This time around, the team 
plans to focus on keeping that hard won reputation.

“We have some main objectives for the team this 
spring,” said Coach Pamela Coppola. “Winning the 
League will definitely be one of them.”

Although the season only recently started, the team is 
working hard, and the coaches don’t plan on relaxing a 
little bit.

“We have started the season pretty good. We have had 
some hard practices and some that were okay,” argued 
Raylinda Rodriguez, a junior. “I like how the coaches 
make us start easily and it gets harder little by little. The 
last Saturday, for example, was really hard. We did strides, 
drills and ran laps on the track field.”
 Sruti Pandi,  a sophomore, said, “I have found spring 
track a little difficult so far.  Coaches makes us work hard-
er and put in a lot of dedication.”
 However the success of the winter season is an incen-
tive that motivates the spring team to keep working harder 
and to get better and better. Because the team has experi-
enced such success, they don’t want to let it go.
 “Winter track team winning the league always cheers 
me up,” said Rodriguez. “Most of the winter track team is 
doing spring track this season so I hope we keep working 
and having the same success as the winter season had.”
 Although coaches have as a main focus winning the 
league this season too, they also want to see something 
more; they want to make sure the athletes experience a 
personal growth and have success realizing that they can 
do a lot if they put their minds and souls into it.
 “We definitely want some kids to make it to the states.  
We want these kids to achieve a personal success that they 
will remember for the rest of their lives,” insisted Coppola.
 The coaches are going to do all that is possible so the 
athletes show all of their potential, but in the end, argued 
Coppola, it is the students that will have to do the work.
 “Track is one of those sports that individual perfor-
mance is what leads the team to succeed. We will try to 
push every single athlete in the team so they can get the 
most out of them.  However, every single athlete will have 
to make an effort and push itself even more,” stated Cop-
pola.
 The task is not going to be easy. The beginning of the 
season made it hard to have good practices because of the 
weather conditions. It was really cold to be outside and the 
athletes don’t perform as well as they would if the weather 
was nicer.  
 “The weather will make it tight for the events. For ex-
ample, throwing won’t be able to practice really much on 
the field, but everybody is in the same situations. Not go-
ing out in the field will impact a little, but they all have to 
make an effort and not being influenced by that,” asserted 
Coppola.
 “The weather right now is an issue, it’s pretty cold out-
side and it is uncomfortable, but we hope that it will get 
warmer soon,” stated Rodruguez.
 “The weather is not encouraging us to perform, but ev-
erybody is doing all they can,” said Pandi.  Fortunately, it 
appears nicer days are ahead, and the team will be able to 
practice in a more comfortable environment. 
 For the meets, the coaches know what they are going to 
do so the team shows all their potential.
 “We will obviously put the kids that are best for each 
event,” said Coppola. “We have some new kids so we will 
try to see where they are good at, so that the team can be 
the best possible.”
 Burlington Spring Track team has started really well, 
and they are all working really hard despite the intitial bad 
weather conditions, which shows this team knows what 
they want. Because of their dedication and willingness, it 
looks like Burlington will have another great track season.

 Paul predicted, “In the 
future I will like to continue 
improving on my running 
in college. I want to run one 
day marathons. I like run-
ning the longer distances 
like the marathon; I love the 
challenge. I like seeing how 

much your body can take. 
Running is what makes me 
get through the day. I want 
to do it until I can no lon-
ger run. I would also like to 
inspire others who have the 
same passion as me in run-
ning in the future.”

By Lindsay Corbett

Spring track team has potential
By Aroa Ondo

Photo courtesy of Lindsay Corbett

Photo courtesy of the Burlington High School Principal’s Blog: http://www.markjsullivan.org/
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BHS’s ice hockey sea-
son has recently come to an 
end. A majority of the ath-
letes now must select new 
equipment out of a huge 
market for next season. 
The most popular com-
petitors in all aspects of 
hockey equipment are Ree-
bok-CCM and Bauer. 

According to Bauer’s 
2013 financial report, the 
company brought in a rev-
enue of $399.6 million and 
a gross profit of $147.2 mil-
lion. Reebok-CCM, part of 
Adidas, was part of a 14.8 
billion annual income in 
2013. 

The helmet for hockey 
players is not only one of 
the most important protec-
tive pieces of gear, but also 
determines players’ style. 
According to purehockey.
com, the Reebok 11K is the 
most desired helmet. 

BHS Varsity hockey 
player, Ryan O’Connor 
says, “The Reebok helmet 
line is very comfortable 
and they fit well.” That was 
Reebok’s main focus when 
creating a complete 360 de-
gree lock fit system that fits 
to uniquely shaped heads. 
The liner of the helmet is an 
EPP foam that will contour 
to any head shape to absorb 
both big and small impact 
hits. It comes at a retail 
price of $200. 

The quality of skates 
can drastically change a 
players in-game perfor-
mance. Icewarehouse.com 
insists that Bauer leads 
the demand in this cate-
gory with the new ApX2 
skates. The ApX2 skates 
are Bauer’s most premium 

skate in their Vapor line. 
The skate’s most advanced 
aspect includes a TUUK 
Lightspeed Edge Holder. 
Located on the holder is a 
trigger where players can 
easily remove and replace 
broken runners in seconds. 
The skate also features a 
new stability system for a 
tighter feel on the players’ 
feet. The boot portion of 
the skate is composite for 
top of the line protection 
when blocking shots. While 
all these features are new 
advancements in today’s 
game, the skates come at a 
colossal price of $850.

The players’ gloves 
have become more pro-
tective while also keeping 
good style. Bauer again 
leads the demand with the 
veteran of the market, 4 
Roll PROS. These gloves 
keep the look of classic 
gloves from the past, but 
behind the looks are very 
impressive specs. They 
are lined with THERMO 
MAX EPP foam which is 
comfortable, but will also 
dry quicker than other ma-

terials. The fingers provide 
complete mobility but also 
protection with a Pro-ny-
lon shell. These gloves are 
cheaper on the market as 
well, going for $90.

Sticks of course are the 
most important component 
in hockey. It depends on 
the player, but sticks vary 
in flex, curve, and grip. In 
general the ApX2 is the 
most wanted stick today. 
The stick includes a new 
feature called the aero 
foam 3 blade. According 
to Bauer, this feature will 
create a new absorption 
system allowing for quick-
er snapshots on offense. It 
is available in grip and non-
grip versions with multiple 
curves. Composed of res-
in, it is durable and light-
weight. Currently, it is on 
sale for $250. 

No matter what equip-
ment players might choose, 
there are tons of new tech-
nologies and features in ev-
ery category. There are also 
alternate options with great 
quality for those who can’t 
afford these hefty prices.

New advancements in hockey equiptment
By Matthew Ryan

New Bauer ApX2 Skates. Photo from purehockey.com

Hello Burlington High School!  
    

Fruitberry is a  frozen yogurt shop with a twist. 
Fruitberry is not only a frozen yogurt shop...but also spe-
cializes in personal size gourmet pizzas, made fresh with 

organic crust right in front of you 
in about 5 minutes!  

Bring in some extra revenue for your 
team, school, or non-profit organization. 

Let us host in-store events for your organization 
and we will donate 20% of the proceeds 

from receipts collected that day. 
It’s an easy and fun way to raise funds - 

and it costs you nothing!

Just call Fruitberry at 
781-425-1015 

or just stop by to setup the event.

Come and visit us at the 
Burlington Crossroads Plaza, 
near Panera at 34 Cambridge St. 

Burlington, MA.

See our 50ft illuminated wave wall!

By Coulter Ralston & 
Kevin Shannon
 The NBA is where 
amazing happens. Some 
players bring their partic-
ularly astonishing skills to 
every single game of the 
season. These players are 
most likely to win the Most 
Valuable Player Award. 
 The MVP is one of the 
most prestigious awards 
in the NBA. Any player 
would kill to receive this 
award. It is often awarded 
to the best all around player 
in the league.
 This year's competition 
for the award features some 
old veterans, but also many 
new faces. The most-like-
ly players to win the MVP 
according to nba.com are 
LeBron James, Kevin Du-
rant, Blake Griffin, James 
Harden, and Paul George.
 It is no surprise that 
LeBron, from the Miami 
Heat, is leading the compe-
tition. LeBron consistently 
puts up amazing numbers 

game after game, such as 
when he dropped 61 points 
on the Charlotte Bobcats 
on March 3rd. Although 
he is constantly criticized 
by basketball fans for his 
famous flops or poorly 
thought up excuses, he re-
mains to be the most-likely 
candidate to earn the MVP 
again.
 Second in the race, 
and known for being sec-
ond-best after LeBron, is 
Durant from the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder. His run-
ner-up position stems from 
his coming up short in the 
finals to LeBron and the 
Heat. Also, he has finished 
close to the top in previous 
years for the MVP spot. On 
the other hand, Durant has 
all of the qualifications; he 
leads the league currently 
by scoring an average of 
31.8 points per game, ac-
cording to espn.go.com. 
Durant has been working 
hard to receive the MVP, 
and he might have what it 

takes this year.
 Trailing behind is 
Harden from the Houston 
Rockets. He is new to the 
starting role, yet he shows 
shows great skill with his 
consistent 30 point games 
in which he takes over. 
Harden previously won the 
6th man of year award for 
being the best player com-
ing off the bench in the 
league. With tremendous 
all-around stats this year, 
and his remarkable per-
formance that turned the 
Rockets' luck around,  there 

is no question that he is fit 
to receive the MVP.
 Next in the competition 
is Griffin, a large power 
forward from the Los An-
geles Clippers. Griffin is 
known as a human high-
light reel for his impres-
sive moves. He constantly 
throws down posterizing 
dunks that make the crowd 
go insane. His athleticism 
and his fame from flashy 
plays have brought him up 
to the top. Griffin is well 
into his fourth year in the 
NBA with many more to 

come. Perhaps Griffin may 
be too young to receive 
such a prestigious award, 
but he still has a good 
chance at taking it.
 Fifth in the race is 
George from the Indiana 
Pacers. He did not get much 
credit at the beginning of 
his career, but he worked 
at his game, and is now 
helping the Pacers have a 
very successful season. Af-
ter last season’s rough loss 
in the Eastern Conference 
Finals, he may have had 
inspration to work as hard 
as he can to improve for 
this season, which he has. 
George received nothing 
more than a player of the 
month award, so he is well 
due for something a little 
more based on his perfor-
mance this year.
 Many students at BHS 
feel strongly about the 
MVP voting this year. They 
believe that LeBron has 
been MVP for too long, and 
a change would be nice.

 "James Harden real-
ly changed the direction 
that the Houston Rockets 
in a positive way. Harden 
is the most valuable to his 
team compared to the other 
candidates. I think it's time 
to have a new MVP," said 
sophomore Evan Holman.
 Although some students 
may have the same opin-
ions about the MVP this 
year, there is no question 
that others feel differently.
 "Paul George is the best 
player in the league in my 
opinion. He is a rare play-
er due to the fact that he 
has the ability to make the 
players around him better 
instead of just himself. He 
also goes for the win, not 
the stats," noted freshman 
Alex Young.
 The NBA has a very 
tough decision on their 
hands this year. Many play-
ers have the qualifications, 
but only one can be chosen. 
Only time will tell who it 
will be.

https://www.minibackboards.com

NBA players compete to be most valuable
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ANGELS
ASTROS

ATHLETICS
BLUEJAYS
BRAVES

BREWERS
CARDINALS

CUBS
DIAMONDBACKS

DODGERS

GIANTS
INDIANS

MARINERS
MARLINS

METS
NATIONALS

ORIOLES
PADRES

PHILLIES
PIRATES

RANGERS
RAYS
REDS

REDSOX
ROCKIES
ROYALS
TIGERS
TWINS

WHITESOX
YANKEES

 All clipart taken from openclipart.org; Puzzles created using puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com; All images were taken by staff, provided with permission, or utilized under Fair Use. 

DIRECTIONS: Unscramble each of the clue words on 
the left. Take the letters that appear in the        boxes and 
unscramble them for the final message.

 Final Message:
 A man who stands for nothing will...

    ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
                                   --Malcolm X 

Words of Inspiration Puzzle by Chenaniah 
Errisson- Johnson

http://newsone.com/2885219/ps-201-flushing-queens-malcolm-x/

MLB Teams Puzzle by Matt Tierney

REHRFSE
VUBALLAE

MIELS
SUSNINEH

FOIDECCENN
LAUGEFRT
PAECE
FOYLUYJL

“So moving...pierced with dark humor, 
terrible suffering, (and) the understanding that 
individuals can alter their destiny...inspiring 
and remarkable.  A gripping human story, 
reveal(ing) all the ugly realities of alcoholism
and its devastation on families...the play 
spreads a message of hope in a strong 
theatrical vehicle--a reminder that there is 
power in community.” --The HUFFINGTON 
POST

By Stephen Bergman & Janet Surrey Burlington Players
May 2-17

Thu-Sun
$15-18

$3 OFF - SENIORS/STUDENTS

(781) 229-2649
burlingtonplayers.com

Park Playhouse~1 Edgemere Ave~Burlington MA


