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TJ Horgan 
The half-year term of 

the 2013-2014 Burlington 
High School student coun-
cil was marked with palpa-
ble efforts from the junior 
class to achieve their sun-
dry list of events, fundrais-
ers, and goals. The senior 
class was not to be outdone, 
as they compiled an agenda 
for 2014, including some 
ground-breaking events.

The freshmen, class 
of 2017, began the year 
conflicted and in brain-
storm-mode, as they did 
not construct a notable 
event. However, this is not 
uncharacteristic of many 
freshmen student councils. 
The essential affair that 
tests the efforts of the fresh-
man class is the semi-for-
mal dance. This dance, 
being (usually) the most 
widely-enjoyed and profit-
able event will take place 
in late-May, or early June.

The sophomore student 
council is accustomed to 
rising to the occasion for 
the freshman-sophomore 
arranged semi-formal. The 
class of 2016, led by pres-
ident, Jake Hanafin, exe-
cuted a candy cane giving 
fundraiser.  Students could 
buy a candy cane, leave a 
note, and have the candy 
cane sent to a fellow stu-
dent. In addition to raising 
funds, perhaps to offset 
semi-formal costs, this 
event boosted school spirit 
before the annual holiday 

hiatus.
Idle Hands, the BHS 

improv troupe, advised and 
coached by English teach-
er, Anne Ford, served as a 
crucial aid to the class of 
2015’s success. The first 
of many improv fundrais-
ers took place in October, 
as the junior class charged 
for admittance and con-

cessions, while Idle Hands 
took the stage for two-and-
a-half hours. In addition 
to a hearty chuckle, the 
junior class accumulated 
an approximate $500 in 
profit, even after paying 
Idle Hands for their perfor-
mance. 

Juniors Tommy Bezreh 
(president) and TJ Horgan 
(vice president) are cap-
tains of Idle Hands, and say 
the school can look forward 
to three more shows of this 
fashion.

The junior class also 
held a movie night for the 
elementary school-aged 
children of Burlington, as 
they showed “The Polar 
Express” in the BHS audi-
torium. As President Bez-
reh puts it, “This event was 
free of charge, and the only 
money we made came from 
concessions…Our goal, 

with this, was to strengthen 
community, and give back 
to the children.”

Jordan Matheison, se-
nior class president, spoke 
with excitement as she 
talked about the upcom-
ing “Powderpuff Football” 
game that will be hosted 
by the class of 2014. This 
event will be a football 
game between the junior 
girls and the senior girls 
with the respective class’ 
boys cheerleading. She 
added that the admission 
for this game would all go 
to benefit a charity.

The most overlooked 
student government in-
volvement this year was 
the Toys for Tots drive. The 
BHS executive board, led 
by President Nick Merlino, 
Vice President Erin Sav-
age, and Secretary Kath-
leen Coveno, played the 
largest role in getting this 
up and running. 

In 2013, a mere three 
toys were donated to this 
drive. However, with a de-
termined student council 
and a reinvigorated moti-
vation, BHS successfully 
donated over 50 toys to 
brighten the Christmases of 
children.

With the conclusion of 
2013, your student gov-
ernment at BHS looks to 
increase the school spirit, 
fundraisers, and charita-
ble events with a packed 
schedule for 2014.

By  Chenaniah Errisson-
Johnson & Lindsay Corbett

The nerve-racking Po-
etry Out loud contest is fi-
nally over. BHS has named 
its intrepid finalists.  

Former 2012 champi-
on Pranav Menon became 
BHS’s new Poet Laureate, 
Kylie Scott took runner-up, 
and Michael Seleman and 
Timmy Sullivan tied for 

third.  
However, it was not 

easy for these champions, 
or any of the participants 
for that matter, to partake in 
this heated competition.  

This may have been 
junior Alex Heisler’s first 
appearance in the POL Fi-
nals, but don’t underesti-
mate him.  Heisler received 
honorable mention for his 

powerful recitations.
Heisler wasn’t nervous, 

just scared that he wasn’t 
going to reach his full po-
tential.  Ultimately, he felt 
satisfied with his perfor-
mance of his first poem, 
but wasn’t confident with 
the second poem.  How-
ever, despite  the fact that 
he didn’t make it to the 
top three, Heisler has great 

self-confidence in himself 
and he plans on coming 
back next year and winning 
the finals.

Senior and second place 
finalist, Kylie Scott has par-
ticipated in the POL finals 
twice. Every year, Scott has 
placed among the top three 
finalists. This  fact, though, 
doesn’t mean that Scott 
doesn’t get nervous like 
any other participant.

“When you’re all ner-
vous and you’re freaking 
out, you don’t think about 
whatever anyone else is 
saying. You’re literally in 
your zone,” said Scott, who 
blocks out everyone to help 
conquer her fear and ner-
vousness. 

Anne Ford, Master of 
Cermonies for POL, also 
admited to getting “butter-
flies” for her students.

Given the nerve-wrack-
ing nature of the compe-
tition, BHS students were 
impressed with finalists’ 

The most heated POL yet

Photo of the 2014 Poetry Out Loud Finalists by Keith Mistler;  BACK ROW: Brooke Hindle, Sarah Horwitz, Alex Heisler, Praveen Menon; 
FRONT ROW: Timmy Sullivan, Michael Seleman, Kylie Scott, Pranav Menon
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 “Certain poems you 

can really feel the emo-
tion,” said senior Jessica 
Pierre in regards to the 
championship.

POL champion and new 
BHS Poet Laureate Pranav 
Menon, gave some tips on 
how to be successful in 
POL and explained how he 
prepares. 

“First, I learn the words. 
When I have free time, I 
look at the poem. I think 
about how the poem feels. 
My goal has always been to 
do justice to the poem." 

Student council glimpsing at 2014 School breakfast 
now served at BHS
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By Coulter Ralston, Kyle Barry, & Matthew Tierney
As many already know, 

BHS now serves breakfast 
from 7:00 to 8:30 in the caf-
eteria. These breakfasts are 
quickly becoming well liked 
by the students.

For three dollars, a student can get an egg sand-
wich, a bagel, or a muffin, as well as a juice or milk 
and a piece of fruit.   Smoothies that come in a Burl-
ington Red Devil logo cup cost the same price.  Stu-
dents can also buy milk or hot chocolate separately 
for a dollar.

Some students have griped about the costs, but 
the BHS breakfasts are becoming more and more 
popular each day. 

“The school breakfasts are very convenient, but 
on the other hand, the prices are too high for what 
you get. There should be a combo-deal where you 
can get a smoothie with a solid food for $4-$5 instead 
of $6,” said freshman Nicholas Whitney.

Overall, though, the new options help students 
who typically do not eat breakfast at home. Ensur-
ing proper morning nutrition allows students to be 
focused and ready for the upcoming school day.

“It’s a great idea for people who don’t have time 
to eat breakfast,” exclaimed freshman Rebecca Wil-
son.

Photo of assorted smoothies courtesy of Callie Graham

“Our goal, 
with this, was to 

strengthen 
community...” 
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By TJ Horgan
The involuntary intern-

ment of Japanese Ameri-
cans following the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor is one 
of the most understated 
and overlooked tragedies 
in the history of the United 
States. David Sakura, how-
ever, made sure that wasn’t 
the case at Burlington High 
School. 

Sakura is a third-gen-
eration Japanese American 
who shared his heartbreak-
ing story about being in-
voluntarily detained, along 
with his family, after the 
commencement of World 
War II. 

The Students for 
Asian Cultural Awareness   
(SACA) at Burlington 
High sponsored this event, 
which took place during 
the morning of Thursday, 
November 21st. Christina 
Chang, SACA advisor, said 
about the event, “My stu-
dents were saddened, over-
whelmed, and deeply both-
ered by what they learned.” 

Sakura galvanized the 

art and history students of 
BHS, elaborating about his 
terrifying experience living 
at “Camp Harmony,” and 
“Mindoka.” Sakura used 
excerpts from his father’s 
letters, and photos to offer 
a highly personal account 

of what he and his family 
endured while being invol-
untarily detained for the 
majority of World War II. 

Hannah Currie, fresh-
man, who was not aware of 
the internment camps in the 
US prior to Sakura’s speak-

ing, realized, “many chil-
dren were taken to these 
camps when there was no 
way they could have been 
spies.” She added, “If that 
were to happen today, peo-
ple could protest and stop it 
from happening.”

By Adil Sageer
At long last, the down-

fall of scantron testing is 
finally upon us. Although 
initially scantron was con-
venient and infinitely faster 
to grade, its cons and lim-
itations have become clear 
now. Beginning this year, 
get ready for PARCC (The 
Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College 
and Careers)- a new stan-
dardized online test that is 
replacing MCAS. The end 
of scantron is on the hori-
zon.

PARCC is not only re-
placing MCAS in MA; 
PARCC is replacing stan-
dardized tests in 46 of the 
50 states. This comes with 
a plethora of benefits. First 
and foremost, states can 
accurately compare their 
progress with other states, 
since most states will take 
the same test. Beyond that, 
PARCC will see better 
funding and improvements 
than MCAS ever did.

“I always hated waiting 
six months for MCAS re-
sults to come in the mail; I 
know they have a lot of stu-
dents to grade, but it could 
be faster,” said Freshman 
Souleiman Benhida. For-
tunately, one of the biggest 
benefits to PARCC is that 
results will be delivered 
digitally, and exceptionally 
fast.  

PARCC lists on their 
website, “most current tests 
just require students to fill 
in the blanks. PARCC’s 
computer-based assess-
ments will be much more 

interactive and engaging.” 
The possibilities of having 
the test online are endless. 
Namely, PARCC is prom-
ising to put more emphasis 
on creative thinking, rather 
than just eliminating some 
answer choices to find the 
right one. For the time be-
ing, the benefits of online 
testing are prompt grading 
and the ability to quickly 
and efficiently type essays/
open-responses with a key-
board. In the future, how-
ever, expect PARCC to add 
some more “interactive and 
engaging” features; things 
such as watching a video, 
then answering questions, 
an open-response, or even 
a whole writing prompt 
based on the video. 

Speaking of speed, 
PARCC notably does not 
give students unlimited 
time. Although it is called 
“the generously-timed 
test,” the time limit is not 
specified. MCAS’s poli-
cy was that students could 
take all the time they need-
ed, including staying af-
ter-school.

Scantron, on the other 
hand, has many pesky lim-
itations. There are many 
kids each year that forget 
to use a #2 pencil, or skip 
a row when bubbling in the 
scantron. Schools also have 
to pay to buy thousands of 
scantron sheets a year, and 
it obviously does not have 
the potential of a comput-
er-based test.        

It is critical to note that 
PARCC only exists for 
Math and English; Science 

MCAS is here to stay. 
“Science PARCC? I 

don’t believe so. At the 
current time, there will not 
be one because there’s a 
document called the ‘next-
gen science standards,’ and 
currently Massachusetts 
has decided not to adopt 
[it], and to go off on their 
own,” said Assistant Super-
intendent Patrick Larkin. In 
the future there may be one, 
but for now, the PARCC 
consortium is heavily fo-
cused on improving Math 
and English testing.

Another thing to con-
sider is that Massachusetts 

is currently one of the top 
states education-wise. 
Since PARCC is being 
introduced on a nation-
al-level, it would only be 
logical for it to be easier 
than MCAS without com-
promising on testing stan-
dards. 

This year, Burlington 
High School is doing a pi-
lot program for PARCC. 
Current sophomores will 
take both the MCAS and 
PARCC, although the 
PARCC is a pilot test and 
will not count towards the 
individual student. Techni-
cally, the state government 

is supposed to reflect on 
these results from BHS and 
a few others doing the pilot 
program, and decide if all 
of the state should adopt the 
new plan next year.

The reflection will still 
be done, but there is bare-
ly any room for doubt on 
PARCC’s future. “The 
commissioner of education 
in Massachusetts is also the 
head of the PARCC con-
sortium, so if things go as 
planned, I would assume 
that in the Spring of 2015, 
the graduation requirement 
and Adams scholarship will 
be based on PARCC,” said 

Larkin.
Of course even af-

ter PARCC is introduced 
across-the-board, schools 
will still have scantron as-
sessments. However, it is 
clear that, Burlingotn High 
School at least, is drifting 
towards an all-digital eco-
system.

Since the government is 
using digital tests, it’s only 
a matter of time before 
schools follow their lead.

PARCC is the begin-
ning of a revolutionary new 
era of digital assessments; 
scantron is still alive, but 
its days are numbered.

Photo of PARCC overwiew from massparcctrial.org

PARCC: Coming to a classroom near you

Photo of David Sakura speaking to Burlington High School students from http://burlingtonblogs.blogspot.com/2013/12/day-66-thank-you-david-sakurachristina.html

Former WWII detainee evokes student emotion
The disturbing truth, is 

that many of the students 
who attended this, were 
not even aware of the ca-
lamity that was the sense-
less internment of Japanese 
Americans. Out of 20 stu-
dents who spoke about the 

event, only four of them 
had prior knowledge of this 
scar on the United States’ 
history of “freedom” and 
“liberty.” 

Senior Paul Hogan be-
lieved Sakura’s talk was 
helpful because, “It is bet-

ter to learn something 
when you hear it from 
a person in real life. It 
sinks in.” 

It sinks in. That’s 
exactly what it did with 
the BHS students for-
tunate enough to have 
the presence of a Stu-
dents for Asian Cultur-
al Awareness club, who 
sought the poignant 
story of Sakura. 

Assuming BHS stu-
dents are similarly edu-
cated to other schools, 
hundreds of thousands 
of students are not 
aware of this trag-
ic event plaguing the 
USA’s history. How-
ever, David Sakura is 
making a difference, 
one presentation at a 
time.

News
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By: Matt Ryan & 
Coulter Ralston
 Teens in our era are 
thinking of new dangerous 
ways to get drunk. Some 
include vodka-soaked tam-
pons, rummy bears, and the 
beer bong.
 Adolescents are very 
curious when it comes to 
alcohol, which will push 
them to do idiotic acts. The 
main problem is that they 
do not want to get caught 
with the distinct smell of 
alcohol. 
  One way adolescents 
try not to get caught drink-
ing is by soaking tampons 
in various strong alcoholic 
beverages such as vodka. 
According to snopes.com, 
this process was first heard 
of in 1999 and is still ru-
mored to be around today. 
The tampons are dipped 
and inserted which releas-

es alcohol directly into the 
bloodstream. Scarily, teens 
do not even realize how 
dangerous this is.
 Although there are no 
documented deaths from 
vodka-dipped tampons, 
that is no excuse for think-
ing this is safe. Due to 
vodka instantly entering 
the bloodstream, users are 
unaware of their intake and 
may be getting more in-
toxicated than they think. 
If people are unaware of 
their alcohol intake, they 
are more likely be killed by 
alcohol poisoning.
 BHS Health teacher 
Katey Sullivan stated, “I 
think teens need to stop 
and think before they get 
caught up in alcohol, and 
some of the drinking fads 
that exist today. They need 
to think about what conse-
quences they may face, and 

Frighteningly creative intoxication methods displayed by teens

By Chenaniah Errisson-
Johnson 

Many students were frus-
trated with trying to balance 
their daily tasks and study-
ing time. Others weren’t sure 
whether they had good study 
strategies or not. The struggle 
was real when it came to pre-
paring for the dreadful mid-
years, but thankfully they are 
over now. 

If you felt flustered and 
unprepared this time around, 
consider using these helpful 
tips for the finals. 

Successful students found 
they developed their own tech-
niques for studying that best 
suited their way of processing 
schoolwork. 

Junior Sana Shaikh said, 
“If I don’t understand I look 
at pictures for more clarifica-
tion,” and for math “I practice 
extra problems and then check 
over.” 

In addition to the pictures 
and extra practice, there are a 

variety of strategies BHS stu-
dents used. 

Sophomore Samantha 
Koshaba, “Reads, reads, reads 
and reads,” but Koshaba also 
“summarizes notes” to get a 
better understanding of each 
topic. 

Conversely, Freshman Di-
anna Kimathi advocated for 
“study[ing] with a friend.” 

Whatever studying tech-
nique you choose, make sure 
it’s one from which you can 
really benefit.  Also, remember 
that you are not alone. Your 
teachers are here to help.

“I give the whole week 
to mid-term review, and I 
view new topics every day,” 
explained English teacher, 
Pam Coppola, about how she 
helped guide her students for 
midterms.  She then passed out 
study guides and broke down 
the structure of the test. At the 
end of the week students were 
allowed to focus on the top-
ics with which they were still 

struggling. 
Biology teacher, Holly 

Potter, also ensured that her 
students were ready for the ex-
ams. Potter created “a review 
sheet with a list of topics and 
questions” that the students 
could review on their own. 

“Don’t leave it for the day 
before.  Go over old notes 
and review sheets,” said Pot-
ter, who encourages students 
to spread the studying work-
load throughout the week be-
fore major exams.  Coppola 
likewise warns students that 
shortcuts with homework are 
not beneficial, “because then 
you’re trying to learn a top-
ic for the first time when it 
should be a review.” 

Overall, remember to use 
your techniques, don’t cram, 
don’t procrastinate and don’t 
work yourself too hard. Take a 
few minutes to rest your brain 
and to enjoy life. Maintain 
a healthy lifestyle and get a 
good night’s rest.

The struggle is over...for now

Photo of freshman Julian Otavo studying for midterms by Chenaniah Errisson-Johnson

By TJ Horgan 
Burlington High School is 

usually home to many of the 
most creative young minds, 
as it fosters a variety of art en-
thusiasts. However, there has 
been a recent drought of mu-
sical creativity at BHS.

This article started as a 
profile of “every BHS band,” 
as I was under the assump-
tion that our school was still 
thriving with musical collab-
orations. Nonetheless, in my 
search, I found only two.

Granted, one or two stu-
dents may have fallen under 
the radar. However, for some 
peculiar reason, or maybe just 
a coincidence, there is a lack 
of bands at BHS. The most 
tangible proof of the dearth is 
the annual competition, “Bat-
tle of The Bands.” 

When I was a freshman in 
December 2011, there were 
two stages set up in the rubber 
gym, with at least 15 bands 
performing. This musical 
showcase was always high-
ly anticipated and esteemed. 
However, the 2012 battle of 
the bands, the most recent one, 

barely showcased five bands.
There never has been an 

endemic problem with the for-
mation or fostering of student 
bands at BHS, so why can we 
now count the number of them 
on one hand?

Devin LaRocque, senior 
at  BHS and current bass gui-
tar player in the band, “The 
Dirty Looks,” blames the lack 
of bands on the lack of true 
musical affinity.

“Most of the bands at BHS 
when I was a freshman were 
just a whole lot of friends who 
loved music and wanted to jam 
and mess around,” said LaRo-
cque.

“The Dirty Looks,” an al-
ternative rock band, formed in 
the Fall of 2012.  They started 
as just four friends “jamming” 
together and rapidly realized 
that they sounded cohesive.  
 The members in the band, 
aside from LaRocque, are all 
BHS graduates. Devin’s old-
er brother, Chris LaRocque, 
plays guitar and contributes 
vocals. In addition, Nicholas 
Stewart also plays guitar and 
contributes vocals. Stu Tom-

kins plays drums. Find their 
music at thedirtylooks.band-
camp.com

Another band created 
by musically talented and 
creative students at BHS is 
“Broken Glass.” The mem-
bers of this modern rock band 
include: Sean McLaughlin 
(bass guitar), John Lumenello 
(lead guitar), Austin Hamilton 
(second guitar), Joe Plummer 
(drums), and Kiran Churchill 
(vocals).

McLaughlin, one of the 
founders, along with Lume-
nello, said the band started 
playing covers of Green Day 
songs. Throughout their jour-
ney, Broken Glass has lost and 
gained some members to reach 
where they are now.

“I think people are becom-
ing less musically inclined be-
cause it’s just not in their inter-
est and they have other things 
like sports,” said McLaughlin.

This year’s Battle of The 
Bands is usually a showcase 
of the student body’s creative 
juices. However, its presence 
in 2014 is still unknown. 
Where has the music gone?

The Dirty Looks: Devin LaRocque, Chris LaRocque, Nick Stewart, Stuart Tomkins. Photo by Chris Coe.

how drinking can affect 
them physically, emotion-
ally, and socially.”

 Another odd way teens 
get drunk is by soaking 
gummy bears in liquor for 

a long period of time. This 
may be one of the most ap-
pealing ways to get drunk 
for kids. Who doesn’t like 
gummy bears? Gummy 
bears surprisingly soak up 
rum and vodka well, which 
has resulted in their nick-
name “rummy bears.”
 Abcnews.go.com states 
that rummy bears are dead-
ly, especially since they 
appeal to younger people 
that are not mature enough 
to drink. Due to the absor-
bency of the candy, kids 
have no idea of their actual 
alcohol intake which can 
kill them quickly.  If some-
one is handing out rummy 
bears, avoid them at all 
costs.
 The hit show “Jackass” 
made the next trend, the 
“Butt Chug,” very popular. 
Steve-o, one of the most 
well-known cast members, 

inserted a beer bong into 
his anal cavity while his 
pals poured a full glass of 
beer down the tube. He 
soon after began puking as 
the effects hit him quickly. 
 Numerous students at 
BHS, such as freshman 
Benny Grubner, don’t sup-
port these trends. Grubner 
stated, “These new trends 
are immature and stupid. 
These trends are dangerous 
and should not be done.”
 Senior Gilad Oved 
agreed with Grubner about 
these trends, insisting, 
“Drinking is always bad, 
especially if you are un-
aware of your intake.”
 Regardless of where 
these trends originated 
from, they are still very 
dangerous and in some cas-
es lethal. Individuals of any 
age should not try any of 
these trends.

Illustration by Anna Tamura
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By Chenaniah Errisson- 
Johnson

“Fashion is what you make 
of it. You can create fashion of 
your own.  It’s what you ex-
ude,” explains BHS teacher 
Keith Mistler.  

All year round individu-
als should express themselves 
through their clothes. Some-
times winter makes it difficult 
because it’s so cold. Howev-
er, Mistler has tips on how to 
keep warm but still look smart 
and classy. 

It’s often a difficult to fol-
low the latest runway fashion 
but still be warm. Thankfully 
Mistler thinks that this year’s 
winter fashion is practical for 
Burlington’s cold weather.

“I have seen a lot of elon-
gated necks on the runway,” 
says Mitsler, who is all about 
high-end fashion. Turtlenecks, 
however, can be found almost 

everywhere so it’s 
easy to don this 
style.  

Mistler has, 
nonetheless, also 
seen a lot of sleeve-
less jackets that are 
not practical for our 
weather.  Yet wear-
ing one as a vest 
with a warm jacket 
over it makes it cli-
mate suitable. 

“It’s all about 
the plaids, tartan, 
textures and fabric 
rather than style,” 
Mitsler explains of 
the hottest fashions 
for women.  

Tartan is woolen cloth 
made into distinctive plaid de-
signs. Dogstooth, also known 
as houndstooth, is similar to 
plaid and tartan but it has more 
checkered patterns and is usu-

ally black and white. Both are 
popular this season. 

Old style 20’s fabrics, 
which are usually a pastel 
color and floral or striped, are 
also in this season.   

These fabrics and textures are 
also for males. Additionally, 
stylish sweatpants are in this 
winter.  The boys at BHS are 
catching on to this style al-
ready.

Given that winter is also 
the season for amazing par-
ties with family and friends, 
though, you may want to dress 
up a little to flaunt your stuff.  
Don’t worry Mistler has some 
runway fashion advice for 
those occasions also. 

“Fluted, skirts, off the 
shoulder kitten heels,” says 
Mistler, are what’s hot this 
season for women.  Turtle-
necks can also be worn for a 
party.   Mistler hasn’t seen 
any hair accessories, but he 
has seen “tiny bags that take 
on shapes.” For the gentle-
men it’s all about, “[The color] 
burgundy, statement scarves 
which are over the top colors 
and patterns. Cuffed pants and 
turtlenecks.” 

If Mistler was attending an 
event, he would wear cuffed 
pants, a burgundy sport coat 
and a plaid dress shirt. Very 

Mistler’s warm, yet classy fashion tips
classic and stylish indeed.

On the other hand, not 
everyone has the same style 
because fashion is “what you 
make of it.”  Individuals do 
not have to dress according to 
runway designs. They can cre-
ate their own styles. 

Sophomore Samantha 
Koshaba likes to wear long 
boots, sweaters, and neutral 
colors. However, freshman 
Dianna Kimathi likes to wear 
“big puffy jackets and short 
boots.”

Fashion this season is sen-
sible and classy. Don’t forget 
to add your twists to it. “Wear 
what’s comfortable,” says 
Mistler. Don’t be all about try-
ing to dress to impress.  Being 
warm is your number one pri-
ority. Follow Mistler’s fash-
ion senses and you are sure to 
turn heads while covered from 
head to toe with warm attire. 

By Lindsay Corbett & 
Pranav Menon 
 Synchronized dancing, 
high-pitched vocals, and 
screaming teenage girls; what 
comes to mind? Boy bands. 
 The phenomenon has gone 
on for decades--The Beatles 
drew crowds of over 55 thou-
sand during their 1965 U.S. 
tour, and today, the words 
“One Direction” are enough 
to make many young girls 
swoon.
 Boy bands have trans-
formed dramatically over the 
years. The Temptations, one 
of the first “boy bands,” rose 
to prominence in the ‘60s with 
the hit single “My Girl.” The 
honeysweet 
vocals and 
group danc-
ing brought 
the group 
fans, and 
today The 
T e m p t a -
tions are re-
nowned for 
their suc-
cess with Motown Records.  
 In 2013, the “boy band” 
has a lot more to it. The Temp-
tations, though talented, were 
not the best-looking gentle-
men in the music industry. 
One Direction (who need no 
introduction), consists of five 
relatively attractive younger 
boys. They still sing; they still 
dance. The contemporary boy 
band simply adds face value 
with good looks.  
 Sure, there are pretty faces, 
but what about the music?
 In terms of musicality, the 
modern male group has devi-
ated from the past. The Beat-
les, The Jackson Five, and 
The Foundations (famous for 
“Build Me Up Buttercup”) 
all relied on early rock n’ roll 
rhythms and funkier chord pro-
gressions; the trend changed in 
the ‘90s to lean more heavily 
towards programmed drums 

and hip-hop style presentation.
Like the ‘90s giants ‘N 

Sync (“Bye Bye Bye”), The 
Backstreet Boys, and Mid-
night Red, most late 20th and 
21st century artists do much 
of their musical work post-re-
cording and layer on electroni-
ca to their recorded tracks. 

The fanaticism surround-
ing the boybands hasn’t 
changed in decades. Just as 
The Beatles were mobbed by 
fans back in the day, so too are 
modern boy band icons.  

One Direction member 
Harry Styles was recently 
mobbed by fans after an inter-
view on Good Morning Amer-
ica. And even years after their 

minutes of 
fame in the 
‘80s, New 
Kids on 
the Block 
performed 
before near-
ly sold-out 
c r o w d s 
during their 
comeback 

tour in 2008, despite their re-
ceding hairlines and wrinkling 
faces. 
 BHS teacher Lauren 
McAuliffe commented on her  
experiences with New Kids 
On the Block: “New Kids On 
the Block was the first one, 
Backstreet Boys and ‘N Sync 
were after that… It was trendy 
and poppy and fun.  They were 
all dream boats. In fifth grade, 
we were decked out with mer-
chandise.”
 The boy band is synony-
mous with American adoles-
cence in some respects, and 
despite their trend to fizzle 
out as their members age, the 
concept is still by and large ex-
tremely popular. There’s a boy 
band for every generation, and 
when the kids in high school 
today have kids in high school, 
they’ll have their own One Di-
rection.

Bye, Bye, Bye: The 
trend that never ends

Images compiled from Okayafrica.com, Pancakesandspankin.wordpress.com, mytheresa.com, and thecooliecompany.com

Photographs from Wikipedia.org

Pure hockey: pure heaven for a hockey player

Photo of Pure Hockey, in Burlington, MA by Kyle Barry

By Kyle Barry
Dedicated to providing the 

best hockey equipment avail-
able, Pure Hockey’s name ex-
plains what they are all about.

Just the size of the store 
is impressive. Pure Hockey 
recently opened in the 24,000 
square foot building located 
next to to the Dunkin Donuts 
and Spencer Cleaners at 240 
Middlesex Turnpike. It is the 
largest Pure Hockey store ever 
built.

Pure Hockey certainly 
has a huge selection of sticks. 
They have lefty and righty 
sticks and every brand from 
Bauer to Sher-wood. They car-

ry almost all of the curves for 
the major brands.

The store also has a whole 
wall dedicated to skates, from 
low end to high end for any 
budget and skill level.

Interested in getting some 
new protective 
equipment? Well, 
they have that 
too. From shin 
pads to helmets, 
you can find it at 
Pure Hockey.

The only 
experience that 
took away from 
my visit to Pure 
Hockey was that 

the service was a little bit 
worse than I expected it to be. 
For example, when I was look-
ing into buying a helmet, the 
employee who was helping me 
left and helped someone else.

The bottom line, though, 

By Lindsay Corbett
Ever wonder why there are 

kids who arrive at 8:30 every 
day at BHS? Those are the 
preschoolers!

The preschoolers focus on 
math and writing. They also 
play games and develop essen-
tial skills along the way. 

Sheila Kennedy is the 
director of the preschool 
program. Some of you may 
recognize the name because 
most likely she was your fam-
ily consumer science cooking 
teacher back at Marshall Si-
monds Middle School.

“The kids love it [the pro-
gram] because they’re always 
engaged into the activities,” 
said Kennedy. Activities in-
clude singing songs, drawing, 
and play with hula hoops.

High school students also 
work with the preschoolers 
as an elective. A few times a 
week, Kennedy meets the high 
schoolers and teaches them 
child development. These stu-
dents have the opportunity to 
plan what’s actually going to 
happen everyday.

“I like reading with them 
because of their imaginations 

and they ask a lot 
a questions,” stat-
ed senior Kara 
Amuzzini.

The students 
interact with the 
preschool kids very 
well. They work 
as teachers by re-
inforcing manners 
and letting the 
kids’ imaginations 
run free.

A normal rou-
tine is doing fun 
activities and go-
ing outside. If 
they can’t go out-
side because of 
the weather, they 
walk around and 
play games in-
doors. One such 
beloved game in-
volved students 
singing “____ be 
fast, ____ be quick, 
____ jump over the 
candle stick.” Then 
each preschooler 
jumps over a paper 
bag with a paper 
candle glued in 
front of it. Photo of preschool class by Lindsay Corbett

Preschool play time

is Pure Hockey has one of 
the best selections of all the 
retail stores to which I have 
been. Because it’s located in 
Burlington, every BHS hock-
ey player should go see it for 
themselves.
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Accolades & Announcements
Collab
 T h e 
N a t i o n a l 
Council of 
Te a c h e r s 
of English 
has just re-
leased their 
scores for 
the 2013 
Program to 
Recognize 
Excellence 
in Student 
L i t e r a r y 
Magazines (PRESLM) and 
Collab is thrilled to an-
nounce that it received the 
Highest Award – the very 
top rating possible. Col-
lab was the only magazine 
in Massachusetts to earn 
this honor, and was one of 
only 26 magazines from the 
United States to receive the 
Highest Award rating. This 
marks only the third time 
that Collab has earned this 
score, and it is the first time 
since 1999.
 Shabina Wigneswaran 
won Collab’s annual art 
contest, which got over 200 
submissions this year.

Chorus
 Congrats to Crystal 
Curren who recently was 
accepted into the North-
east Junior District Festival 
Chorus.

The Devil’s Playlist
 Members are running a 
Valentine’s Day “service” 
for BHS students. See 
which songs classmates 
dedicated at: http://bhsdev-
ilsplaylist.org/.

Poetry Club
 Friends of the Burling-
ton Public Library ‘Ode to 
Burlington’ is having a po-
etry contest in observance 
of National Poetry Month 
(April) and National Li-
brary Week (April 13-19).
 To enter, submit a poem 
about a place, person, event 
or memory relating to Bur-
lington by March 1, 2014.   
 Winning poems will be 
read at a poetry program 
at the Library on April 17, 
2014.  PRIZES awarded! 
Three local poets will judge 
the entries.  Entry forms 

available at the 
Library and on the 
Library website.

Band
Congrats to 

Eric Salina who 
was accepted into 
the Northeast Se-
nior District Fes-
tival Band.

Art
Congrats to 

Irina Grigoryeva, 
Samantha Poulin, Mack-
enzie Ellis, Keri Cucinotta, 
and Ryan Girouard! Their 
artwork was selected from 
over 180 schools across 
Massachusetts for the Mar-
ble Collection Magazine.
 Congrats also to the 
following students who re-
ceived awards at the annual 
Boston Globe Scholastic 
Art Awards competition.    
 Honorable Mentions: 
Matthew Chan, Irina Grig-
oryeva, Michael Guleseri-
an, Alyssa Healey, Jenna 
Hobgood, Jessica Macdon-
ald, Cameron Miniutti, 
Gaju Niyonzima, Brenna 
Tedesco, and Anne Zhang.
 Silver Keys: Kailee 
Abeshaus, Irina Grigorye-
va, Michael Guleserian, 
Courtney Koffink, Kelsey 
O’Brien, Jeff Turri, and 
Lina Wu.

 Gold Keys: Irina Grigo-
ryeva and Simon Leoterio.

Art & Fashion Show
 This year’s art and fash-
ion show will be held on 
Thursday, March 20th from 
6:30-8:30.

Multicultural Club
 Congrats to Aya Taha 
(Class of 2014).  As Pres-
ident of the Multicultur-
al Club, Aya once again 
worked very hard to lead 
the effort for this year’s 
successful Holiday Tradi-
tions.  Thanks also to the 
other seniors who helped so 
much: Adaeze Anaebonam, 
Nicole Valeria & Kayla 
Cannalonga.

Idle Hands
 Their next show will be 

Photo of junior Ryan Girouard’s Marble Collection Winner courtesy of Keith Mistler

February 27th in the BHS 
auditorium to benefit the 
class of 2015. 

Poetry Out Loud 2014 
Teacher’s Choice Awards
 With this award, each 
English teacher selects 
one performance that did 
not advance to the finals 
that stood out for whatever 
reason – perseverance, un-

acknowledged greatness, 
stepping up big, or break-
ing through a personal bar-
rier.  
 Congrats to Lenny 
Thelusma, Sana Rana, Erin 
Savage, Rosemary Nabu-
keera, Ashwini Kulkarni,  
Chenaniah Errisson-John-
son, Dan Pais, Laura 
Frustaci, Fiona Maxwell, 
Ryan Murphy, Tyler Gaffey, 

Crystal Curran, 
Angel Vargas, 
Laura Schissler, 
and Joseph Kim.

Please see 
teacher write-ups 
in the English 
hall.  Winners 
received a $10 
gift card to True 
North Coffee.

Congrats to 
all of the semi-
finalists for their 
hard work.

Photo of Teacher’s Choice Award Recipient Angel Vargas courtesy of Callie Graham
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      “Savior” by Anne Zhang (class of 2015) from the 2013 Edition of Collab
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The Poetry Out Loud Debate
Which Side Are You On?

Burlington High School is one of very few schools that makes participation in Poetry Out Loud, 
the national poetry recitation contest, a requirement for all students. Regardless of class or level, 
every student at BHS must memorize a poem and perform it before the class; unsurprisingly, the 
competition is no stranger to complaints and controversy. The Devil’s Advocate scoured the school 
and talked to a plethora of BHS faces to compile for you the strongest arguments for and against 
the moot competition. You decide: should POL be mandatory or optional? Send your responses 
to The Devil’s Advocate by handing them to Ms. Callie Graham in room 207 in the English hall, 
or by emailing them to journalism@bpsk12.org to be featured in the next issue of the newspaper! 

Poetry Out Loud is un-
necessarily controversial 
at Burlington High School. 
It’s different than a typical 
English assignment, but it 
is an assignment, regard-
less. Aside from personal 
preference, there are not 
any plausible cases for its 
elimination from the cur-
riculum.

Firstly, this competi-
tion is an assignment for 
English class. English, 
meaning the most spoken 
language in this country. 
This assignment is no more 
than simply speaking En-
glish with inflection, pro-
nunciation, intonation, and 
enunciation. The only peo-
ple with credible arguments 
here are students who can-
not speak English who are 
being forced to recite com-
plex and verbose poems. 
However, a case such as 
this is not evident at BHS. 

Poetry Out Loud is  
mandatory, like every oth-
er assignment in an En-
glish class, get over it. If 
you believe speaking in 
front of 18 students is un-
just and infringing on your 
personal liberties, then or-
ganize a boycott and omit 
yourself from the 
competition. You 
will get a zero, but 
you won’t be par-
ticipating in the 
emotional trauma 
that is Poetry Out 
Loud, right? 

Seriously, it’s 
an assignment 
and as always, if 
you’re too dis-
turbed or shocked 
to partake, then 
abstain, and re-
ceive a zero as a 
grade.

Some students 
will argue that 
although they be-
lieve the assign-
ment is unfair and 
unnecessary, taking a zero 
would have too colossal an 
effect on their course grade, 
and their future.

 However, I will argue 
the contrary. Even if this 
were not a graded or re-
quired assignment, not par-
ticipating would negatively 
impact your future more 
than it would your grade.

If your deep-seated, 

person conflictions are so 
immense that they prevent 
you from reciting a poem 
in front of 16-25 peers who 
are required to partake in 

the same exact task, how 
are you to succeed pre-
senting business proposals, 
PowerPoint presentations, 
leading or participating in 
meetings, later in life, when 
the stakes are much higher? 

I am not one to passive-
ly submit to authority. In 
fact, I’m a proponent of un-
conditional questioning of 
authority. However, in this 
instance, I commend the 
BHS English Department 

for incorporating an assign-
ment that almost directly 
correlates to real-world use. 

In most jobs you will 
never have to annotate any-
thing or compose a seven-
to-ten page paper analyzing 
literary themes and trends. 
However, speaking is a uni-
versally useful skill that is 
applicable in most careers.

The last argument, 

which has been expressed 
by the highly-functioning 
members of BHS’ twitter 
community, needing to be 
debunked is the assump-
tion that “Only theater kids 
like this assignment.” 

However, not all 
“theater kids” enjoy this 
assignment, and some 
non-”theater kids” enjoy 
this assignment. My first 
proof of this, the winners 
of POL at BHS the past two 
years were Pranav Menon 
(2012) and Allie Hardy 
(2013). Neither of those in-
credibly talented, now-se-
niors have acted in a BHS 
production. 

Also, it is fair to say 
that talented test-takers and 
learners are pretty much 

the only people 
who enjoy taking 
tests. Talented, or 
frequent writers 
are basically the 
only people who 
enjoy writing es-
says in school. 
Athletes or 
physical activity 
enthusiasts are 
virtually the only 
people who en-
joy physical edu-
cation, and that’s 
a whole course.

The bottom 
line is that Poet-
ry Out Loud is 
probably more 
applicable to fu-
ture endeavors 

than most other assign-
ments in any given school’s 
curriculum. According to 
poetryoutloud.org, nation-
al champions are exclud-
ed from competition the 
following year. So, if you 
don’t want to participate, 
be the best in the country.

Written By TJ Horgan

GO
POL!

NO 
POL!

 Poetry Out Loud should 
be optional because it 
stresses students out and it 
may put them down.
For those who don’t know, 
Poetry Out Loud is a na-
tionwide com-
petition in 
which the BHS 
English depart-
ment requires 
all students to 
take part. One 
must recite a 
poem of signif-
icant length in 
front of the class 
for a chance to 
go to the school 
semi-finals. A student must 
choose a poem from www.
poetryoutloud.org and re-
cite it in front of an audi-
ence.
  Some students are shy 
and don’t do well in front 
of a crowd. They may even 
have a break down. Some 
people also have stage 
fright, and it is hard for 
them to stand up and recite 
an entire poem. Students 
also may feel bad because 
they aren’t as talented as 
others when it comes to un-
derstanding poetry. 
 “Poetry Out Loud 
shouldn’t be mandato-
ry because it exploits the 
weaknesses of students that 
don’t like public speaking,” 
said junior Divyansh Shah.
      Poetry Out Loud, accord-
ing to its website, does not 
require all students to take 
part in the competition; the 
school does. The minimum 
a school needs, believe it 
or not, is two competitors. 
The school’s English de-
partment apparently thinks 
that it is “unique” to have 
every student compete.
 “It’s cool that this ac-
tivity is mandatory because 
every student memorizes a 
poem and recites it,” said 

English teacher Emily Bu-
larzik.
 English Department 
head Benjamin Lally fur-
ther clarified, “The whole 
point of Poetry Out Loud 
when it was proposed over 
20 years ago was to bring 

poetry back to the public. 
Making the competition an 
after school event for seven 
students fails to grasp the 
entire goal of the program.”
      However, turning poet-
ry into a competition does 
not help students appreci-
ate poetry. If anything, the 
competition makes poet-
ry even harder and more 
stressful for students. Stu-
dents might even under-ap-
preciate poetry after this 
competition. Students that 
lose might feel discouraged 
about themselves because 
they put a lot of time and 
effort into studying their 
poem and presenting it in 
front of the whole class. 
Students spend a great deal 
of their free time learning 
their poems. If they don’t 
win, some feel devastated 
because their efforts went 
to waste. 
 Teachers might as well 
say the winning pair of stu-
dents in the classroom are 
the best students because 
kids feel even more em-
barrassed when they lose 
to their peers in front of the 
class.
 Students should have 
an option to partake in this 
event because some people 

have trouble memorizing 
these poems in general, and 
their grade ultimately suf-
fers because of this. This 
competition is a good way 
to bring poetry back  to the 
public, and could make po-
etry more appreciated and 
accepted, but it is not ap-
pealing to children in the 
way Lally explains.  
 This is a good way for 
some students to practice 
skills in literature, and recit-
ing poetry would be a good 
hobby. The competition 
is obviously not favored 
by every student. Others 
have a lot of homework or 
have clubs and sports af-

ter school. 
M e m o r i z -
ing and 
rehearsing 
a graded 
poem is just 
another as-
signment on 
a student’s 
long list of 
worries. 
 There are 

kids who 
take poetry seriously and 
are very well prepared 
when it comes time to pre-
senting poems. Yet some of 
these kids might not be able 
to handle public speaking.                                                         
      “I don’t like it. I think it 
shouldn’t be mandatory be-
cause some people are able 
to memorize and annotate 
poems but not present them 
as well as they want,” said 
sophomore Sam Gibson.
      Students try their best to 
memorize their poems, and 
they make sure that they use 
different techniques such 
as using hand gestures and 
looking up while speaking 
loudly and clearly. All sorts 
of effort is being put into 
this assignment, when its is 
unneeded.
      Poetry Out Loud may 
be an option for certain 
students to display their 
talent, but for others Poet-
ry Out Loud makes for un-
necessary stress, problems, 
and discouragement.  The 
English department should 
consider making this com-
petition optional for extra 
credit, rather than making 
the whole school do it.

  Written By Coulter 
Ralston & Griffin Sullivan

Image from poetryoutloud.org

Photo 2013 Poet Laureate Allie Hardy courtesy of Benjamin Lally

Photo of 2014 Finalist Michael Seleman by Benjamin Lally

“I am not
one to passively

submit to
authority.”

Where we ask: “Well, how does it make you feel?” 
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By Adil Sageer
BHS should strong-

ly consider increasing 
the time interval between 
classes from three minutes 
to four. 

Although adding just 
one more minute seems 
trivial, it really does make 
a difference. It won’t have 
an effect on the short trek 
from lunch to history. How-
ever, if you’re going to the 
history hall from gym, we 
have a problem. 

 Under optimal 
conditions, it will take the 
average person 2:47 min-
utes to walk from the gym 
locker rooms to the history 
hall. (Note: I conducted a 
study where I timed myself 
numerous times walking 
between different classes)

It’s already a stretch 
here, but the primary prob-
lem is that conditions are 
rarely optimal. Sometimes 
kids can forget something 

in the previous class, get 
clogged in a staircase jam, 
lose track of time talking 
with someone, or even just 
get stuck behind a huddle 
of especially slow kids. The 
statistics from my study 
show that 40 more seconds 
of transition time can have 
a defining impact on the 
longer distances. 

Teachers do think that 
kids should get more time, 
but cite legal issues that 
constitute a minimum 
amount of time per class. 

“It’s a legal thing, if we 
extend transition times by 
even one minute, then we 
need to extend the school 
day by seven, and I don’t 
think anyone wants that,” 
said English teacher Anne 
Ford.

Evidently BHS is 
cutting it close, since a 
one-minute decrease in 
class time is enough to tip 
us over to being under the 

legal minimum.
The management is re-

luctant to add an addition-
al minute to the offtime. 
Although they bring valid 
points as to why they can-
not do this, these are easily 
circumvented. 

“We’d have to length-
en the school day, and we 
can’t do that because there 
are ramifications for teach-
er contracts, extracurricular 
activities, bus contracts...
we just don’t have any wig-
gle room,” said Principal 
Mark Sullivan.

Regarding teacher con-
tracts, it is easily a very val-
id point. Even though some 
teachers may not mind, 
inevitably others will. It is 
completely understandable 
for a person to be paid more 
for--however little--time.

We would not neces-
sarily have to lengthen the 
school day; if we took four 
minutes off of homeroom 

and three off lunch, we 
can still finish the day 
at 2:00. Inevitably, some 
students will be unhappy 
with the shortened lunch/
homeroom, but many 
would likely prefer that 
over detention!

As for extracurric-
ular activities and bus 
contracts, this solution 
would nullify those con-
cerns as school will still 
let out at 2:00.

Alternatively, BHS 
could have a school policy 
of four minutes between 
classes, but officially have 
nonstop classes throughout 
the day. This would give us 
some leeway from the legal 
requirements while simul-
taneously gaining longer 
transition times, all without 
the need for cutting lunch 
and homeroom short. It 
seems like the perfect loop-
hole.

Since class tardiness 
bears the penalty of deten-
tion, increasing transition 
times should be a top prior-
ity. Students who feel they 
have to scramble to reach 
classes support this idea.

“Usually if you hustle 
you can make most class-
es on time; with that being 
said, it would be nice if we 
got an extra minute to fall 
back on, just in case we’re 
sidetracked,” said Fresh-
man Souleiman Benhida.

Were you late to class...or was BHS late to change its policy?

“An Uphill Battle”- cartoon by Anna Tamura, class of 2017

By Aroa Ondo
Once the bell rings, the 

cafeteria fills with students 
in just seconds, a long line 
appears, and a lot of stu-
dents rush to finish lunch 
before the next bell rings.

Due to the brief 22 
minutes that Burlington 
High School students have 
for lunch, the desire for a 
longer lunch period is im-
mense, not only for a large 
number of students, but 
also for teachers.

Although the lunch is 
divided into first and sec-
ond lunch, the cafeteria is 
overcrowded and the lines 
are very long, making the 
students lose time.

“We definitely  should 
have longer lunch periods, 
especially for those kids 
who buy their lunch and 
barely have time to eat,” 
stated Gloria Wojtaszek, a 
guidance counsellor. “Stu-
dents are surprisingly good 
behaving in the lines. We 
should just reward them 
with a longer time to eat.” 

In addition, school is 
not only for learning; it is 
also important to establish 
relationships with others. 
Sharing experiences be-
comes an important facet in 
the education of a student.

“The school day is very 
stressful. We should guar-
antee the students with time 
to rest, time to spend with 
their friends” argued Wo-
jtaszek.

Eating quickly has nev-
er been healthy. According 
to Health Mail, in a recent 
study, published in the 
Journal of the American 
Dietetic Association, re-
searchers found that people 
who eat quicker are more 

likely to be obese than slow 
eaters. 

In a high school where 
the only break students 
have between classes is 3 
minutes to go to the next 
class, lunch break becomes 
gold. A high number of stu-
dents are waiting for their 
lunches in order to have a 
rest. 

“I’m always very hun-
gry at lunch and we almost 
don’t have time to have a 
good meal.” stated BHS 
senior Kylie Scott. “A lot 
of students play sports af-
ter school, and if we don’t 
have a good lunch, we can’t 
do our best at practices.”

The possibility of hav-
ing longer lunch periods is 
not a new issue. The school 
administration has been 
thinking about this idea for 
a long time.

 “We know that lunch 
periods are short but we 
have to obey a certain 
amount of hours of educa-
tion that may be altered if 
we expand lunch periods, 
and not everybody will 
agree on being more time at 
school” stated Wojtaszek.

The task of exapading 
lunch is not easy to per-
form, not only because of 
the educational hours, but 
also because of the orga-
nization of extracurricular 
activities, bus contracts, 
and teachers’ contracts. All 
those factors will have to be 
changed in order to have a 
couple of more minutes for 
lunch.

The debate will con-
tinue. What is for sure, 
though, is that creating lon-
ger lunch periods may take 
time and effort, but will be 
worth in the end.

Lunch periods 
affect students

BHS is indeed late in 
implementing this import-
ant change; as a teacher 

would tell a tardy student, 
however, it’s better late 
than never! 

“We’re Apple Distinguished!”-cartoon by Tommy Bezreh, class of 2015

“The Fast and the Fattening”- cartoon by Aroa Ondo, class of 2014

By TJ Horgan
The first words on the 

BHS website, appearing 
directly below an image of 
the school’s facade read, 
“Burlington High School 
prepares students for life-
long learning and responsi-
ble citizenship by offering 
a challenging, relevant cur-
riculum and varied activi-
ties in a safe environment.”

Safe environment? I 
beg to differ.

Sure, aside from the 
ventilated air that’s quality 
is on par with the middle of 
Mexico City, BHS’s interi-
or is generally hazard-free. 
However, the most frustrat-
ing and obviously neglect-
ed part of BHS is the horror 
known as the student park-
ing lot.

One dilapidated, con-
crete, 3-foot-high structure 
is the only aid to drivers 

trying to decipher the exit 
and entrance. THE en-
trance, and THE exit. Sin-
gular.

Every day there is a 
chaotic funnel of cars op-
erated by student drivers 
in disarray as to which car 
gets to exit next. This is 
usually decided by a giant 
game of chicken. The last 
car to stop aggressively 
charging at a cluttered exit 
is bestowed with the privi-
lege of being pressured by 
resounding car horns to un-
safely maneuver out of the 
single outlet in the student 
parking lot.

This funnel of fun is 
where most vehicular con-
tact occurs. Students have 
become so jaded to bumps 
and crashes in the parking 
lot that a scrape on a door is 
no longer avoidable, even 
for cautious drivers.

“Yeah, my car’s been 
hit a couple times in the 
student parking lot, just like 
everyone’s, but it’s not seri-
ous damage, so it’s kind of 
something you just have to 
deal with,” admitted junior 
Tom Surabian.

One theme constantly 
revealed by students with 
whom I’ve spoken is that 
the drivers who have hit 
others when exiting were 
not being reckless, and just 
adjusting to the aggressive 
norm of leaving school.  

Is this the standard ad-
ministration wants to set? 
It is absolutely possible for 
accidents not to be a “nor-
mal” and “regular” occur-
rence, but, unfortunately, 
the administration has nev-
er bothered to invest in the 
students’ safety in regards 
to new drivers. 

In an informal survey 

I conducted of 52 random 
and anonymous BHS stu-
dents, 28% said they have 
been involved in a “car ac-
cident” in the student park-
ing lot. 86% of the students 
surveyed said they have 
heard of someone being 
“injured” or a car being 
“severely damaged” with-
in, entering, or exiting the 
student parking lot.

Additionally, 90% of 
students believe that the 

parking lot is “not safe” and 
the same percentage be-
lieved there were “reason-
able steps the administra-
tion could take to make the 
student parking lot safer.”

Time to step up, admin-
istration.

Woburn High School’s 
student parking lot has four 
entrances and four exits, 
assuring the students have 
ample space to safely arrive 
and leave school grounds. 

Burlington has paid for 
iPads, three turf fields, ma-
jor and minor school ren-
ovations, and a teacher lot 
renovation. There’s enough 
money in the budget to add 
at least another exit in the 
student parking lot.

If a dent or scratch on 
every student-driven vehi-
cle isn’t enough for the ad-
ministration to take action, 
what are they waiting for...a 
serious injury...or worse? 

Unsafe student parking lot can’t seem to drive change



The Devil’s 
Advocate

Winter 2014
page 8

Home of the Toasted Ravioli

Italian – American 
Family Dining

Specialties include:  Chicken and Veal Cutlet Parmigiana, 
Broiled Scrod, Baked Lasagna, Shrimp Scampi, Original Thin Crust Pizza

And our Famous Toasted Ravioli
Chateau Waltham
Seating for 800
(781)894-3339 

Chateau Norwood
Seating for 500
(781)762-5335 

Chateau Norton
Waterview Dining
Seating for 500
(508)286-4050

Chateau Braintree
Seating for 250 
(781)380-8770  
   

Chateau Andover 
Seating for 600
(978)687-2442

Nocera’s Restaurant
Seating for 300
(781)341-2503

Chateau Westboro
Seating for 380
(508)366-5959

Chateau Burlington
Seating for 200
(781)202-3570   
 

www.chateaurestaurant.com

Best of Luck in your future endeavors.
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By Pranav Menon 
 American Hustle is a 
different kind of movie; it’s 
a feeling that becomes ap-
parent as soon as the cam-
era opens to Christian Bale, 
overweight and balding, 
fixing his toupeé. 
 Multiple narratives 
move in and out of focus 
during the film’s lengthy 
running time; the screen-
play does not discriminate 
and fleshes out every char-
acter it introduces; and, 
perhaps above all, Amer-
ican Hustle isn’t easy to 
classify as any one kind of 
film.
 It’s not solely a com-
edy, though it’s rife with 
deadpan humor and sub-
tle, chuckle-worthy de-
tails. Hustle satisfies the 
crime-drama criteria; the 
plot is thick with tension 
and twists. 
 American Hustle may 
not be easily categorized, 
but the film still stands as 
one of Hollywood’s high-
lights for 2013, and defi-
nitely brings out the best 
in the triple-A cast who 
worked on the David O. 
Russell (Silver Linings 

This is one slow “hustle”, but that’s not a problem 
Playbook) film. 
 Christian Bale (you 
know…before Ben Af-
fleck!) plays the role of 
Irving Rosenfeld, a New 
York con-artist with a 
knack for thinking his way 
out of trouble. He and the 
seductive Sydney Prosser 
(Amy Adams) run a fake 
credit agency that brings 
in cash by playing with the 
hopes of the desperate.
 Eventually, the duo is 
apprehended by FBI agent 
Richie DiMaso (Bradley 
Cooper); they are offered 
immunity in exchange for 
help busting similar con-
men and corruption. The 
central narrative of Amer-
ican Hustle concerns itself 
with the playing out of 
Irving and Sydney’s “hus-
tle”; however, the overall 
screenplay is an amalgam 
of many different stories 
and plot arcs, many of 
which deviate from the 
major conflict willing the 
film forward (like the “love 
octagon,” to borrow the 
words of BHS senior Hel-
ena Keown). 
 So much is introduced 
into American Hustle that 

it quickly spirals out of co-
herence and becomes hard 
to follow; pay careful atten-
tion, however, and you will 
be rewarded with not one 
but several hilarious tales. 
Every character is a story 

in and of themselves, hence 
why it becomes tricky to 
hold on to the central, more 
traditional narrative. 
 Irving must struggle 
against the stupid actions 
and desires of his comi-

cally oblivious wife Rosa-
lyn (Jennifer Lawrence); 
Richie DiMaso covets 
fame and a name for him-
self, as a means of escaping 
his mediocre life; Rosalyn 
herself harbors a deep-seat-
ed want to have purpose 
and be loved. Even Stod-
dard Thorsen, a minor role 
played by comedian-direc-
tor Louis C.K., is given a 
backstory, emotion, and 
hopes/dreams. 
 The characters and the 
actors who play them are 
American Hustle’s crown-
ing achievement, without 
question; not a single figure 
is unlikeable. Bale, Cooper, 
and Lawrence especial-
ly deliver Oscar-nomina-
tion-worthy performances; 
the Long Island dialects 
are impeccable, and their 
performances rarely feel 
forced or over-the-top. 
They play caricature roles, 
and they do so with glam-
our and gusto, making 
American Hustle far fun-
nier than it has any right to 
be. 
 Hustle runs for 138 
minutes, with no stops; it 
is not a quick film by any 

stretch. Most films that go 
this route often waste pre-
cious time on pointless 
scenes, boring characters, 
and unnecessary humor. 
 I went in to see this film 
with the intent of finding 
some flaw, some black spot 
in a cinema critics have 
lauded to the moon and 
back. And yet, not a sin-
gle moment in American 
Hustle feels like filler; no 
scene, no line of dialogue, 
could be scrapped with-
out damaging the film as a 
whole. It is not a 95-min-
ute film with 43 minutes of 
fluff; no, American Hustle 
is the real deal, a 138-min-
ute film that truly lasts 138 
minutes. 
 In short, American Hus-
tle is one of 2013’s finest 
examples of cinema, and 
will absolutely make an 
appearance at next year’s 
Academy Awards. 
   By the time this piece 
is published, Hustle will 
likely have disappeared 
from theaters; regardless, it 
comes highly recommend-
ed. Track it down, on DVD 
or on Netflix; it’s quite the 
bang for your 138 minutes. 
 

American Hustle Theatrical Release Poster, http://www.americanhustle-movie.com/site/

By Emmet Funchion
 Call of Duty creators 
have always promised to 
astound each and every one 
of their fans, and the next-
gen version, Call of Duty: 
Ghosts, is no exception.
 In the next-gen Call of 
Duty, the “create a class” 
option has been lengthened 
to create a soldier. With 
this new setting, players 
have complete control over 
their play style, including 
their squad, weapons and 
perks, uniform, head gear, 
skin color, etc. Keep in 
mind players have up to 10 
squad mates, which can be 
customized in a way that 
gamers have never experi-
enced before. 
 Over 20 new kill-
streaks, 30 new perks, and 
10,000 different ways to 
customize a player’s uni-
form to one’s liking exist. 
The new and revamped 
perk system mimics the 
pick 10 system from Black 
Ops 2, but gamers have up 
to 8 perk points per class 
slot, and when secondary 
weapons and equipment are 
taken out, they have up to 
11 points per slot. 
 For people who hated 
deathstreaks, their day has 
come. Deathstreaks “give 
the player a consolation in 
order to motivate them to 
get back into the game after 
dying a certain amount of 
times without a kill. Their 
effectiveness is limited in 
order to discourage players 
from intentionally dying in 
streaks to activate them” 

Ghosts: Become one of them
(http://callofduty.wikia.
com/wiki/Deathstreak). 
Strong gamers often hate 
the unfair advantage pro-
vided to weaker players 
who continuously die but 
gain perks.  
 Deathstreaks have fi-
nally been taken out of the 
Call of Duty franchise.  The 
removal prevents novices 
from overcoming odds they 
shouldn’t, forcing them to 
work on their game to im-
prove their abilities.  
 Overall, the new edition 
stands out.
 "[It] does a good job 
of surprising their players, 
whether it's DLC [down-
loadable content] or the 
next Call of Duty," said 
sophomore Jake Theirrien.
 Call of Duty has cer-
tainly surprised fans.  With 
no more zombies, the game 
has changed the world 
to aliens with extinction 
mode. It's story is total-

ly separate from the sin-
gle player campaign.  The 
game has taken survival 
to the next level. With the 
same aspect as multiplayer, 
players earn experience to 
level up, and gain guns and 
perks as they go through 
the story. However, they 
are no longer unlocking 
guns; they are unlocking 
ways to make their charac-
ters fit situations, like run-
ning-and-gunning, giving 
players a second chance, 
or just getting to the last 
objective. In any situation, 
they are covered by the ex-
perience gained in extinc-
tion mode.
    Call of Duty has recent-
ly released its first DLC  
Reveal for the next-gen 
Call of Duty, called  “On-
slaught.” For a first bonus 
content Map-Pack it is 
running strong providing 
all the support an average 
player needs.  The main 

map “Fog” is based on a 
horror film.  This map is 
all about the Field-Orders, 
or bonus support in online 
multiplayer games. If play-
ers complete these field 
orders in different maps in 
the new DLC, each map 
will grant them support. On 
Fog, if a player completes 
a field order, his HUD will 
change from ghost music to 
the main song from the hor-
ror film Halloween, with 
the player running around 
as Michael Myers, destroy-
ing everything in sight. 
 With the support com-
ing from field orders, 
players don't have to do 
much besides let the sup-
port granted to them do 
the work.  Players are also 
covered with a new weap-
on, the Maverick, or the 
Maverick A2 Sniper. This 
new weapon is an automat-
ic all-purpose carbine, or it 
can be a new and improved 
sniper with a red-dot look-
ing sniper zoom that has 
never been seen before. 
Call of Duty did not want 
to make their fans unhappy 
with this first DLC.
    Call of Duty has yet to 
make their fans regret buy-
ing this new and revamped 
franchise.
 “The next-gen Call of 
Duty is a good change of 
pace with both extinction 
mode and the new addi-
tions to Multiplayer.  Call 
of Duty has not disappoint-
ed us this time," stated 
Theirrien.

By Kyle Barry
 Located all 
across the Unit-
ed States, Orange 
Leaf offers self-
serve frozen yogurt 
worth trying.
 Orange Leaf 
works like many 
other frozen yo-
gurt places. There 
are self-serve ma-
chines all along a 
wall.  The Burling-
ton franchise has more than are housed at Yeh! Yogurt, a 
competitive chain. 
 Once patrons choose their flavor, they can add top-
pings.  Compared to Yeh!, Orange Leaf provides a great-
er variety of toppings. Toppings range from healthy fresh 
fruit to less-than-healthy chocolate chips, chocolate sauce, 
and whipped cream.  Combining both ends of the spec-
trum makes for a delicious concoction.  
 One of the rather convenient options is to use a cup 
divider, allowing customers to take up to three different 
flavors without mixing them. This option is neat because 
it allows individuals to try a new flavor, while still getting 
flavors they know they like.
 Once patrons finish crafting their frozen creation, they 
pay 45 cents per ounce. It is cheaper than Yeh by ten cents; 
however, it does not meet the overall quality of Yeh!
 Yeh! just has a better caliber of yogurt.  Its consistency 
and taste outdoes Frozen Leaf. 
 After I paid, I sat down in one of their many chairs, and 
took a minute to look at Orange Leaf's decor. The building 
has rustic wooden floors with seating on both ends. They 
have orange bar stools and even have a couple of white 
and red couches. The seating gives Orange Leaf an invit-
ing vibe, and it was really comfortable to eat-in.
 Additionally, the workers all seemed happy to be there. 
They were kind and answered any questions I had.        
 I would recommend going there at least once. It is 
unique in the seating and service department, but lacks the 
quality to be called the best frozen yogurt place in Burling-
ton. Of the other options in Burlington one might call it a 
plan B. 
 One fellow cutomer accurately summed it up. “I like 
the atmosphere of the place, and the yogurt is alright.” 

Orange Leaf: A solid plan B

Call of Duty: Ghosts Cover Art, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Call_of_Duty:_Ghosts

Photo from orangeleafyogurt.com
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By Coulter Ralston & 
Matthew Tierney
 2K Sports is a multi 
million-dollar corpora-
tion that makes multiple 
video games on a variety 
of consoles.  They looked 
like they had completely 
stepped up their game with 
NBA 2K14 on the new 
next-generation Xbox One 
and Playstation 4 consoles. 
 The next-gen consoles 
give 2K Sports all of the 
features they need to create 
the perfect game.  With a 
staggering 1080p picture, 
the next-generation con-
soles provide the most re-
alistic graphics possible.  
 NBA 2K14 includes 
new and exquisite fea-
tures such as a revamped 
MyCareer, The Park, and  
MyGM. 
 My Career has really 
stepped it up this year. In 
previous games, it was a 
fun way to make a play-
er to participate in games. 
This year, 2K Sports added 
a whole entire campaign to 
the game, including having 
your player involved with 
rookie hazing and getting  
his very own agent.  
 The Park is exactly as it 
sounds; it consists of sev-
en courts on which a large 
number of players can play. 
There are two 2v2 courts, 
four 3v3 courts, and one 
5v5 court in The Park.

As well as The Park, NBA 
2K14 has brought a brand 
new mode into the game 
called MyGM. MyGM 
gives players the power to 
run a team and control ev-
ery aspect of the team with 
a created GM when it’s not 
on the court, as well as be-
ing able to play their games 
on the court.
 The GM can be upgrad-
ed so he has more abilities, 
including signing his own 
free agents by negotiating 
a contract and being able to 
see it all go down.
 All of the new features 
in the game would be fan-
tastic, that is, if the servers 
actually worked. 
 The main reason for 
the server issues is because 
of such a high volume of 
people trying to connect at 
the same time.  The thing 
is, though, 2K should have 
been ready for this.  Af-
ter all, they have made the 
top basketball game for 10 
years, right?
 One of the most frus-
trating parts through all of 
this is that basically every 
mode in the game is con-
nected online.  Sure, this 
may look like a great idea 
on paper, but when the 
servers are down (every 
time someone tries to play), 
there is absolutely nothing 
to play except for a quick 
game.

     Grease comes back in a BHS way

By Aroa Ondo
 This year the music de-
partment will bring one of 
the most awaited musicals 
in the history of BHS to the 
stage.  Grease, a production 
that has been popular for 
generations, will be per-
formed this spring in Bur-
lington style.
 The auditions to be part 
of the Grease cast took 
place in December. As ev-
ery other year, those stu-
dents that sing and dance 
tryout for the spring musi-
cal, a school tradition. 
 Even though these 
students go through the 
same process every year, 
they never get bored, and 
the musical audition's an-
nouncement brings such 
an excitement that tension 
never stops these kids. 

 "Auditions are always 
hard and tension is high but 
it's always exhilarating to 
go through the whole pro-
cess" said senior Mikayla 
Merrill, one of the students 
that participates every year. 
"It doesn't get boring at all! 
It brings me such excite-
ment to be on stage and 
perform."
  This year 91 students 
are part of the Grease cast. 
Each of the students has 
different talents that he or 
she contributes to make the 
popular Grease his or her 
own production, intending 
to amaze the audience in a 
final show that is complete-
ly different from the movie 
that we all have seen.
 "We are doing the origi-
nal broadway version of the 
musical, not the most recent 

version from Broadway. So 
the songs from the movie 
like ‘You're the One that I 
Want’ are not in the musi-
cal at all. Also a lot of the 
scenes and songs are differ-
ent from the movie, so the 
audience will definitely be 
surprised at what they see if 
they've only seen the mov-
ie" stated Merrill.
 Although participating 
in the musical looks like a 
very fun activity, being part 
of the cast it is not that easy. 
 "The spring musical is a 
huge commitment," stated 
John Middleton, the BHS 
music director.
 When they first start re-
hearsals, most of the cast 
spends three to four hours 
a week rehearsing, and 
those students that have 
lead roles spend about six 
to seven hours per week 
depending on how many 
times they are needed by 
the directors.
 Once they start getting 
closer to the final perfor-
mance, leads and the rest of 
the cast are there for four to 
five hours after school or at 
night.
 "The month and weeks 
before the play are the 
worst months," said senior 
Sharleen Varguese, insist-
ing that "other years we 
have had rehearsals since 
6pm to 12am."

 The hard work and the 
enthusiasm that the stu-
dents have will undoubted-
ly show in the final result. 
 "Everything we do, all 
the hard work, time, and 
effort pays off in the end," 
said Merrill. "Also, the 
whole cast has the greatest 
spirits through the whole 
season.  We keep each other 
going."
  "The final performance 
will be awesome," said 
Middleton. "They are going 
to do a great job because 
they really are working 
very hard.”
 As to why BHS chose 
to do Grease for 2014, Mid-
dleton insists there is some-
thing that makes this show 
special.
 "There is something 
about the show. It has re-
mained popular through the 
generations. It's a musical 
that parents and students 
like, and have grown to 
love," argued Middleton. 
"They have been wanting 
to do it for years, and their 
enthusiasm is also thanks to 
that."
 When a good idea 
comes to the music depart-
ment at BHS, they don't 
have any doubts about 
making it happen. The cast 
will surely surprise us this 
spring with its BHS style 
production of Grease.

By Lindsay Corbett 
Recently, America’s 

boyband Midnight Red,  
released an EP (a record 
that contains singles but 
is shorter than an album) 
called “Midnight Red-EP”!

Now, I know you might 
be thinking: “They’re prob-
ably like One Direction.  
What makes them different 
than other boy bands out 
now?”  Let me tell you.

Midnight Red is an 
American boy band that 
was produced in 2009. 
They have been the opening 
act on the Backstreet Boys 
tour and the New Kids on 
the Block tour, and most 
recently, The Wanted’s Fall 
tour.

Current boy band stan-
dards insist on dancing, 
singing, and looking great. 
However, Midnight Red 
exceeds the standards.

Memebers of group 
bring back the stage aspect 
of the 90’s boy band with 
their synchronized dancing, 
great looks, and beautiful 
harmonies. Many generic 
boy bands out now aren’t 
really entertaining, but 
that’s not true of Midnight 
Red.

Their song “Take Me 
Home,” a summer anthem 
that was released back in 
July 2013, is included in 
the EP, as well as a remix 

of the song. The remix is 
more like a club anthem, 
that should definitely be on 
a party playlist.

A song that really stands 
out is “Miss Firestarter.” It 
sounds like a Maroon 5 
song with a smooth beat, a 
really great baseline, and a 
Latin feel.  

The lyrics “’Cause she’s 
got me burning with desire, 
Miss Firestarter, there she 
goes again” give insight 
that the song is about the 
five guys (Midnight Red), 
thinking a woman is very 
appealing.

The album has upbeat 
songs that people can’t 
help but dance to, but really 
switches up the sound with 
“Nothing Lasts Forever,” a 
song with a slow and relax-
ing vibe.  

The choruse, “Baby, I’ll 
never let you go you’ll nev-
er dance alone, let them say 
nothing lasts forever, baby 
I’ll ride the darkest storm, 
I’ll love a little more” 
blankly states that the sing-
er will love the girl forever, 
despite what people say. 

The lyrics will make 
any girl fall in love with the 
band because they are so 
mesmerizing and romantic.

This EP is fantastic and 
a must buy. At only $3.45, 
you should get it on iTunes 
now!

Grease poster from http://www.dailygalaxy.com/my_weblog/2007/08/grease-2-our-fa.html

Midnight Red EP album cover from iTunes.com

 One would think that 
because the game came 
out in mid-November, the 
servers would have quickly 
been fixed when they dis-
covered the problem, but 
the short and simple answer 
is: they’ve gotten worse.
 The 2K Support Call 
Center offers no help to fans 
whatsoever, by responding 
that they are “working” 
on a fix, and even sinking 
to the level of hanging up 
on customers, insisting a 
customer’s phone was on 
“mute.”
 Right in the middle of 
this is Ronnie 2K, the dig-
ital marketing director of 
2K Sports. His job is to 
help the fans through social 
media, most specifically 
twitter.  Instead of helping 
those who dished out $60 
for the game and can’t play, 
he would much rather tweet 
about roster updates and 

uniform chang-
es.

“I don’t like 
NBA 2K14 be-
cause the servers 
take forever to 
connect. They 
definitely should 
have worked 
on that more 
and less on the 
graphics” stated 
sophomore Evan 
Holman.  

F r e s h m a n 
Alex Young agrees with 
Evan. “The game modes 
are great, but they never 
work. The game is like try-
ing to drive a broken car.”
 2K Sports has definite-
ly taken a wrong turn this 
year, and it was at a horri-
ble time.  With the revival 
of EA Sports’s NBA Live 
this year, they will most 
certainly be taking a run 
for 2K’s money next year, 
based on all the fans they 
have lost and all of the 
money people have wasted, 
and deservingly so.
 With all of that in mind, 
the ugly truth is: don’t buy 
it.  The game has unbe-
lievable potential from a 
gameplay standpoint, but 
when players can’t reach 
the the point of gameplay, 
there are serious problems.  
Knowing that you spent 
$60 just to stare at the main 
menu isn’t very fun, folks.                                                                                                                                           

2K Sports puts up an airball with NBA 

NBA2K14 cover art from en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NBA_2K14

Midnight Red, a new boy band

By Kevin Shannon
Brooklyn Nine-Nine, have you seen it? If you start 

watching now, we just might be able to save it.
The humorous Fox sitcom starring Andy Samberg is 

in its debut season. It centers around a bright but imma-
ture detective (Samberg) from Brooklyn’s 99th police 
precinct.  Samberg plays Jake peralta and Terry Crews 
plays Terry Jeffers, his superior at the precinct. 

The show was initially well received by American 
viewers with a viewing audience of 6.17 million for the 
premiere episode. Executives at Fox were thrilled by the 
success and ordered a 24 episode season for this year. 
The show was also well received by critics and obtained a 
90% approval rating according to Rotten Tomatoes.

However, according to Bill Gorman of TV by the 
Numbers, the show quickly fell behind the Mindy Project 
in ratings and is “now likely to be canceled.”

It would be a shame to see such a clever and funny 
show that challenges our thinking scrapped.  Start watch-
ing before it’s too late.

Save Brooklyn!
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Track Updates

By Griffin Sullivan 
Sunday Feb 2, the Super 

Bowl was played at MetLife 
Stadium. The two teams 
competing for the greatest 
prize in the NFL were the 
Denver Broncos and  the Se-
attle Seahawks.

This one was predicted 
to be a good game. It would 
be the number one offense 

of the Broncos playing the 
number one defense of the 
Seahawks. In the previous 
four Super Bowl matchups 
between the best offense and 
defense, the defense has won 
three out of four times. They 
made it four out of five last 
Sunday.

The Seahawks beat the 
Broncos in a blowout 43-8 
win. Most NFL fans thought 
this game would be much 
closer. Yet, the Seahawks 

were the favorite in this Su-
per Bowl. 

“I think the Seahawks 
will win,” said Sophmore 
Evan Holman before the 
game. “They are the best 
overall team, and I think they 
have a very good run game 
alongside a spectacular de-
fense.”

Though Seahawks were 
the favorite, that didn’t rattle 
Peyton Manning, who be-
lieved that his team was well 

prepared.
When asked his opin-

ion of head coach John Fox, 
Manning said, “He’s been 
our leader and the players 
rally around him and he’s 
kept us working hard during 
these past couple of weeks 
in the postseason. I know he 
prepared to do that again for 
us this week” (http://bigsto-
ry.ap.org/article/fox-shows-
heart-guiding-denver-super-
bowl). 

Boy was he wrong. The 
game started off poorly with 
a bad snap from Broncos 
center Manny Ramirez that 
went through the end zone 
for a safety. Seattle gained its 
momentum right then, scor-
ing 36 unanswered points. 
The Seahawks scored every 
way possible: a touchdown 
run by Marshawn Lynch, 
two touchdown passes from 
Russel Wilson, a special 
teams kick return touchdown 

courtesy of Percy Harvin, 
and an interception run back 
for a touchdown by the Su-
per Bowl MVP Malcolm 
Smith. This led to one of the 
biggest blowouts in Super 
Bowl history. 

This Super Bowl defi-
nitely dragged on through 
the night. For one team, it 
is the best thing that ever 
happened. For another, they 
came so close, but couldn’t 
finish it off.

NFL Super Bowl XLVIII recapped 

Seniors Shauntel Far-
land and Kaitlyn Gilberg 
have had tremendous sea-
sons.  They both have won 
almost every single Middle-
sex League competition in 
the their respective races.  
Shauntel runs the 1000m, 
1 mile, 2 mile, and the 
4x400m and 4x800m.  She 
has qualified for states in 
all of those events.  Kaitlyn 
Gilberg runs the 55 m and 
the 4x200m and has quali-
fied for states in both those 
events.  

The Boys Indoor Track 
team was 6-0, winning their 
third consecutive ML-Free-
dom Championship.

Paul Hogan established 
new school records in the 
600 meters, 1000 meters, 
and 2 mile run. In the 2mile, 
he ran 9:11.77 the fourth 
fastest time in the nation 
currently.

Hogan, Matt Ackerman, 
Angel Vargas, Chenet Guer-
rier, Colin Raposo, Tanaka 
Chibanda, Eric Salina, Pat 
Hoarty, Chris Pappas, and 
Dan Rooney have qualified 
for the State Champion-
ships.

By TJ Horgan 
The BHS boys’ hock-

ey team has performed in a 
perplexing fashion during 
the 2013-2014 season. With 
a Division 1-leading six 
ties, The Red Devils can’t 
decisively be described as 
the perennial powerhouse to 
which students and fans have 
become accustomed. 

However, the Red Dev-
il squad, led by longtime 
head coach Bob Conceison, 
has managed to accrue eight 
wins, and solidify them-
selves as the tenth-ranked 
team out of 54 Division 1 
Massachusetts teams. 

Burlington has accumu-
lated the 21 points needed 
to qualify for the Division 1 
State Tournament, in which 
they hold back-to-back 
championships. The tour-
nament of most notoriety in 
Massachusetts is, of course, 
the Super Eight Tourna-
ment. The qualification for 
this tournament is based on 
the votes of Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic As-

sociation position holders. 
Burlington has appeared in 
the round-robbin tournament 
twice, in 1993 and 2009.

 Although the Super 
Eight is on the minds of many 
fans, the next step, according 
to Conceison is, “Competing 
for the league championship 
in games this week. Then 
trying to regain the Cahoon 
tournament championship.”

Conceison added that the 
Red Devils are, “Not focus-
ing on the Super 8 at all.”

The amount of times 
Burlington has ended the 
game with a tie doesn’t say 
much about the Red Devils 
as a team, as the number of 
ties is purely ambiguous. For 
example, January 8th, Bur-
lington clashed against the 
Melrose Red Raiders in the 
Ice Palace. Melrose ran the 
tables for the first two peri-
ods, scoring two goals. How-
ever, in the third period, Bur-
lington quickly combated 
with two game-saving goals 
of their own. 

Although this game did 

end in a tie, Burlington for-
ward, sophomore Anthony 
Nikolopoulos stated, “We 
came back late in this game, 
so I think this falls under the 
category of a good tie.”    

Conceison also weighed 
in on the occasionally frus-
trated stalemates, saying, 
“Right now, I am trying to 
figure out what all the ties 
mean. The good side, they 
are not losses.” 

Burlington’s only defeat, 
prior to a recent 3-0 loss in 
Melrose, was a five-goal loss 
to Reading on December 
18th, which was avenged 
by a 2-0 beating on the 
Red Rockets coming more 
than a month later, on Jan-
uary 27th of the new year. 
However, Reading is now 
ranked 31st in D1 hockey by 
Masshshockey.com.

Speaking on the unprec-
edented number of ties, Con-
ceison said, “I think it might 
have to do with the the parity 
in our league. Most [Middle-
sex League] games are one 
goal games.” 

Though every Burl-
ington hockey fan, coach, 
and player would enjoy 
seeing the ties turn into 
wins, there has been some 
very promising progress 
from Burlington’s sopho-
more group of players. 

The three lead goal 
scorers for the Red Dev-
ils are all sophomores 
currently. Additional-
ly, Nikolopoulos, a first 
year varsity player is in a 
league of his own with 15 
goals on the season. 

“I’ve always been work-
ing hard, and this year, my 
linemates, Robby McLean 
and Joey Scali have been 
working well together and 
setting each other up. It just 
so happens that I’m the one 
scoring, but they’re setting 
up the goals and getting as-
sists,” said Nikolopoulos 
about his successful year so 
far.

Captain Joey Scali com-
mented on his teams success, 
“We learned to practice well 
as a team, and not think of 

ourselves individually or 
point fingers, instead we’ve 
been taking it one game at 
a time.” Scali also added, “I 
don’t think we would have 
just one loss without Gully 
being such a good goalten-
der.”

“Gully,” is the nick-
name for senior goalie Mike 
Guleserian, who is playing 
his first varsity season as 
the team’s starting goalie. 
Guleserian succeeded Derek 
DeCastro, the talented and 
veteran Red Devil goalie 
who graduated in 2013.

Guleserian has taken the 

high expectations in stride, 
as he’s allowed only 26 
goals, which is good enough 
for sixth in Division 1 hock-
ey (54 teams). Additionally, 
Guleserian has held oppos-
ing teams to less than three 
goals for all but three of Bur-
lington’s contests this year. 

The team and coach-
ing staff are staying hum-
ble. However, the ultimate 
test will be translating their 
monumental Middlesex 
League success to future 
tournaments where they’ll be 
tasked with handling the best 
teams in Massachusetts.

By Matt Ryan & 
Kyle Barry

Despite an NHL lock-
out last year, this year, 
players are back and play-
ing hard for a full length 
82 game schedule. 

The Eastern Confer-
ence contains sixteen of 
the thirty professional 
teams. On top of the con-
ference are the promising 
Pittsburgh Penguins and 
our Boston Bruins. Both 
teams have strong de-
fensemen as well as offen-
sive puck movement. 

The Penguins are man-
aging a 33-12-2 record 
placing them in 1st place 
in the Eastern Conference. 
They are currently 19-3-0 at 
home because of help from 
star forwards and defense-
men. 

Sidney Crosby (C) is 
not only leading the team 
in points, but also the whole 
league with a total of 67. He 
has marked up 25 goals and 
42 assist. He’s a player who 
likes to pass!

Matt Niskanen has been 
leaving a mark in the Pen-
guins’ defensive zone. He 

is able to play the body, but 
also handle the puck in pos-
itive ways. Niskanen is cur-
rently tied with his teammate 
Chris Kunitz with a +/- of 
24. His presence on the ice is 
nothing but positive for the 
Penguins team.

The Bruins have been 
making themselves known 
around the league. They have 
clenched the 2nd place in the 
Eastern Conference. With all 
of the offensive players in 
their lineup, they have a 29-

15-2 record. 
David Krejci (C), is a fan 

favorite and the team’s point 
leader. With 36 total points 
Krejci is a good presence on 
the surface. He only has 9 
goals, but having 27 assists 
proves he is a team player.

Torey Krug (D) is anoth-
er Boston favorite. Making 
his existence known in last 
year’s playoff run, he contin-
ues to impress. His defensive 
and offensive awareness has 
rewarded him 23 points. His 

numbers prove that he 
can pass, but also take 
devastating shots from 
the point.

The western confer-
ence has 5 of the top six 
teams in the league. The 
two top teams from the 
western conference are 
the Anaheim Ducks, who 
are also the best team in 
the league, and the St. 
Louis Blues.

Sitting at the top of 
the western conference, 
the Anaheim Ducks have 
won 17 straight games, 
and have a record of 35-
8-5. Anaheim’s roster is 

filled with players of depth 
and skill.

Their leading scorer, 
Ryan Getzlaf, has 53 points. 
Although he is day to day 
with an injury, Getzlaf will 
no doubt contribute more in 
the future. Anaheim’s second 
and third leading point scor-
ers (Corey Perry and Nick 
Bonino) have a combined 
point total of 82. 

Anaheim has also re-
ceived solid goaltending 
from Jonas Hiller. He boasts 
a record of 24-4-4. Hiller has 

also won 14 straight games.
The St. Louis Blues are 

currently second in the west-
ern conference, and they rely 
on consistency from all their 
players. Their current record 
is 32-8-5.

The Blues have 12 play-
ers with more than 20 points. 
St. Louis can also brag about 
having three players on team 
USA’s roster (TJ Oshie, Kev-
in Shattenkirk, and David 
Backes).      

St. Louis also boasts hav-
ing two solid goaltenders. 
Goalies Jaroslav Halak and 
Brian Elliot have 3 shutouts 
each, as well as only a com-
bined total of just 8 losses.

The Blues’ star forward 
Alexander Steen has been 
out since December 21 with 
a concussion. Steen, despite 
being injured, is the second 
leading scorer for the Blues. 
Set to return soon, the Blues 
will surely continue their ex-
cellent play for the rest of the 
season.

It is a constant battle 
between these four teams  
to leave their mark around 
league. 

NHL season overview

Bracket provided by Freshman, Ryan O’Connor
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Photo of Red Devil post-game celebration by Bob DeChiara
http://www.bobdechiaraphotography.com

Red Devil hockey focuses on task at hand
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1. One night, a man receives a call from the Police. The Police 
tell the man that his wife was murdered, and that he should 
reach the crime scene as soon as possible. The man drops the 
phone, shocked, and drives 20 minutes to the crime scene. As 
soon as he reaches the crime scene, the police arrest him, and 
he is convicted of murder. How did the police know that he 
committed the crime? (trickyriddles.com)

2. A bus driver was heading down a street in Colorado. He went right past a stop sign 
without stopping, he turned left where there was a “no left turn” sign, and he went 
the wrong way on a one-way street. Then he went on the left side of the road past a 
cop car. Still - he didn’t break any traffic laws. Why not?  (justriddles.blogspot.com)

Beenie
Boots 
Coffee

Earmuffs
Heater

Kittenheels
Plaid

Snowfight
Sweater

Tea
Thighhighs

Wool

Blanket
Burgundy

Cuffedpants
Flutedskirt

Hotchoclate
Legwarmers

Scarves
Soup

Sweatpants
Textures

Turtleneck

Bonfire
Chimney

Dogstooth
Gloves
Jacket

Pajamas
Shovel

Sugar cookies
Tartan

Thermal underwear
Vest

HEY YOU!
Got a problem with us?

Well, we want to hear about it! We welcome tips, suggestions, 
criticism, and any other opinions you might have about any-
thing and everything we put in our paper. Send your words 

of wisdom to journalism@bpsk12.org, and your letter might 
just be printed in our next issue, alongside a response penned 
by our editorial staff. It’s never been so easy to be featured in 

print; we look forward to reading your letters!

Bring on the Cold By Chenaniah
Errisson-Johnson

Remarkable Riddles
Compiled by Adil Sageer

Across
1. Who is currently #6 
for the Heat?
6. Who stars as Uncle 
Drew in pepsi commer-
cials?
8. How many fouls in an 
NBA game does it take 
to foul-out?
10. Who had a previous 
name of Lew Alcindor?
12. What college player 
died on the court due to 
a heart attack?
16. What city is the 
basketball hall of fame 
located in?
18. What team was the 
Sonics?

Down
1. What college won the 
NCAA March Madness 
Tournament last year?
2. Who was the tallest 
NBA player?
3. Besides the Bulls, 
What team did Michael 

Jordan play for?
4. What team played the 
Heat in last year’s finals?
5. What number was 
Kobe Bryant when he 
first entered the NBA?
6. What power forward 
was recently traded from 
the Celtics to the Nets?
7. What team does Da-
mian Lillard play for?
9. What movie did Mi-
chael Jordan and Bugs 
Bunny star in?
11. Who invented bas-
ketball?
13. Who played the role 
of Jesus Shuttlesworth 
in the movie He Got 
Game?
14. What were the Peli-
cans last year?
15. Who scored 100 
points in a game?
17. What team had the 
longest undefeated run 
at the beginning of this 
season?

Cross-up
By Coulter Ralston

 All clipart taken from openclipart.org; Puzzles created using puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com; All images were taken by staff, provided with permission, or utilized under Fair Use. 

Cross Up Puzzle--Across: 1. Lebron James, 6. Kyrie Irving, 8. six, 10. Kareem Abdul Jabbar, 12. Hank Gathers, 16. Springfield, 18. Thunder; Down: 1. Louisville, 2. Manute Bol, 3. Wizards, 4. Spurs, 5. Eight, 6. Kevin Garnett, 7. 
Trail Blazers, 9. Space Jam, 11. James Naismith, 13. Ray Allen, 14. Hornets, 15. Wilt Chamberlain, 17. Pacers; Remarkable Riddles--1. He was never told where to go! 2. The bus driver was walking! Answer Key:


