
By TJ Horgan
 The Burlington High 
School student council is 
looking forward to a year 
unlike any other.
       Dances will abound, 
and community service 
projects will once again be 
a focal point.  The council 
also hopes creative events 
will become more distin-
guished through more ef-
fective communication.
      Though Michael Mil-
ton, advisor of the BHS 
student council, anticipates 
the 2013-2014 endeavors 
with eagerness, he immedi-
ately spoke about the issue 
of broadcasting the events.
      “I hope we can be more 
effective at communicating 
what we are doing. We’ve 
had a lot of really great 
planned events that very 
few people have gone to,” 
said Milton. 
      Last year, the student 
council held events includ-
ing the sophomore class’ la-

ser tag night at Lazer Craze, 
and the senior class’ game 
night. Both events were 
attended by fewer than 10 
non-student council stu-
dents. Milton attended both 
events and emphasized 
how enjoyable they would 
have been for students had 
there been more of a focus 
on notifying them.
      The student council was 
also divided into commit-
tees for the first time last 
year. The committees are 
social, communication, ser-
vice, and fundraising. Mil-
ton, along with co-advisor 
and math teacher at BHS, 
Ann-Marie Bilotta, expect 
more action from the com-
mittees after one year under 
their belt.
      Milton spoke on this 
saying, “This year’s group 
is really committed to en-
suring that there’s more 
structure in the commit-
tees.”   
      The communication 

committee, headed by ex-
ecutive board president, 
Senior Nick Merlino, has 
created an online blog for 
the student council. This 
blog includes a calendar 
filled with times and loca-
tions for every event relat-
ing to the student body.
      Milton also made clear 
that student council is not 
just a fundraising commit-
tee. The service commit-
tee, led by executive board 
secretary Kathleen Coveno 
will undertake community 
building tasks in the school 
and all around Burlington.
      “Having events that 
bring people together is ex-
tremely valuable to us, and 
is ultimately the mission of 
the service committee and 
student council,” spoke a 
motivated Coveno.
      One important project 
that the service committee 
will lead is organizing the 
classic pre-prom pictures 
at the Burlington Common. 

Due to excessive confu-
sion and an unnecessari-
ly high ratio of people to 
ground around the gazebo, 
a trellis will be built on the 
common. The trellis will 
be used as another spot 
to take memorable prom 
photos. The senior class of 
2013 donated $1000 to help 
make this goal a reality. 
The plan is still somewhat 
tentative, but is supported 
by the whole student body, 
along with Milton and Bi-
lotta.  
      Some of the most lucra-
tive and enjoyable produc-
tions brought by student 
council are the dances. In 
addition to all dates being 
added to the online cal-
endar, there will be  four 
dances prior to prom and 
semi, instead of the usual 
two. As of now, the danc-
es are as follows: Hallow-
een dance, “Red-Out” (red 
clothing), The Winter Ball, 
and a St. Patrick’s Day 

(themed) dance. 
      Erin Savage is the stu-
dent council’s executive 
board Vice President, and 
is the head of the social 
committee, which organiz-
es dances. 
      Savage conveyed ex-
citement, saying, “The 
dances are a great source of 
revenue to fund events, but 
more importantly a great 
way to build school spirit. 
Everyone who attends al-
ways has lots of fun, and 
that’s what we like to see.”
      This year’s student 
council has high expecta-
tions. However, the high 
expectations stem from a 
student body that has been 
pleased with their student 
council’s work so far. Ex-
ceeding expectations will 
be difficult, but everyone 
associated with this school 
year’s student government 
seems up to the task.
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by Matt Ryan & 
Matt Tierney
 The time is getting clos-
er for the young men and 
women who will perform in 
BHS’s fall comedy Arsenic 
and Old Lace, a comedy by 
Joseph Kesselring, which 
opens Nov. 22 at Fogelberg 
Auditorium. 
 The play was selected 
because it is a very popu-
lar production and has not 
been performed at BHS in 
the seven years of the Fall 
play tradition. 
 Set in Brooklyn, New 
York in 1941, the story re-
volves around two seem-
ingly sweet old women, 
Abby and Martha.  They 
accept guests of all types 
into their home, only to 
kill them, believing they 

are being charitable.  Their 
nephew, Mortimer, finds 
out about the murders and 
tries to resolve the situation 
while protecting his aunts. 

Abby and Martha, the two 
lead roles, will be played 
by freshman Laura Frustaci 
and junior Rachel Seeley.  
Mortimer will be played by 
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Junior Andrew Kolifrath.
 “Martha and I are really 
friendly.  We’re basically 
everyone’s grandmas, but 
with our own ‘peculiari-

ties,’” said Frustaci about 
her character.
 When asked about the 
auditions for the roles, Di-
rector John Middleton stat-
ed,  “We tested the actors’ 
emotional range. It was a 
very difficult process.  Over 
35 people auditioned, and 
we could only accept 14.”
 The 14 member cast 
has worked tirelessly to 
balance extracurricular ac-
tivities, school work, and 
the rigorous demands of a 
rehearsal schedule.  
 Tickets can be pur-
chased online at Burling-
tonTickets.com. Shows run 
Nov. 22 and 23 at 7 p.m. 
and Nov. 24 at 2 p.m. Come 
and see the play, which 
Frustaci insisted is “twist-
edly funny.”

Photo of the set for BHS’s production of Arsenic and Old Lace by Pranav Menon
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Freshmen:
Adil Sageer, Kevin Twohig, Saif Shaikh, 
Aashay Madhani, Zach Glantz, Shailin 
Shah, Laura Schissler, Julie O’Connel, 
Dalena Huynh, Fiona Maxwell, Laura 
Frustaci, Crystal Curran 

Sophomores:
Chenet Guerrier, Kevin Coluci, Han-
nah Miksenas, Stephen Clarke, Sruti 
Pandey, Jake Hanafin, Josh Guerrier, 
Elizabeth Surabian, Nora Swanson, 
Marissa Bourgeois, Caroline Coveno, 
Nikki Dellemonico, Nicole Scola

Juniors:
Praveen Menon, TJ Horgan, Tommy 
Bezreh, Manas Purohit, Dan Pais, Alex 
Heisler, Ansh Bhammar, Nikhil Thak-
kar, Julia Roussell, Rachel Seeley, Stuti 
Shah, Sabrina Llangozi, Shivesh Shah 

Seniors:
Matt Bolognese, Pranav Menon, Mat-
thew Martin, Kaitlyn Clarke, Allie 
Hardy, Amit Patel, Kaitlyn Gilberg, 
Jordan Mathieson, Caroline Spinali, 
Julia Sullivan



By Pranav Menon
 School had only been 
in session for a week, per-
haps two. “Routine” was the 
epitome of each day; slowly, 
but surely, Burlington High 
School had begun to wake 
from its deep, hibernatory 
slumber for the new school 
year. 
 Where there is calm, 
however, excitement often 
comes racing to disturb 
it; and so it did late in the 
afternoon on September 
18th. 
 Students waiting out-
side the cafeterias for the 
afternoon buses were ha-
rangued by a loud crash 
and crack, followed by a 
series of alarmed looking 
students quickly and awk-

wardly walking out the 
cafeteria lobby doors to the 
bus stop. 
 Few ventured to inves-
tigate what went down in 
the lobby outside the caf-
eteria, but those that did 
found shattered glass all 
over both the cement floor 
of the lobby and the shiny 
wooden floor of the Cam-
bridge Street Gallery, BHS’s 
year-round art exhibition 
room.  
 The door to the gallery 
lay in tatters, and minor 
damages were brought to 
the floor of the gallery as 
well. Principal Mark Sul-
livan and Associate Prin-
cipal Rick Sheehan were 
among the first to arrive at 
the scene and inspect the 

destruction dealt to school 
property. 
 According Deb Deacon, 
associate principal at BHS, 
the glass was 
shattered by 
a student; the 
student report-
edly attempted 
to perform a 
backflip off the 
m o m e n t u m 
generated by 
running up the 
surface of the 
door. 
 Of course, 
the first ques-
tion asked con-
cerns the safety of the BHS 
student. Deacon noted that 
the junior suffered only the 
few cuts and bruises that 

typically accompany shat-
tering glass. 
 The sight and sound of 
broken glass and damaged 

property was 
unsettling, of 
course, but 
equally un-
settling was 
the question 
the happen-
ing raised: 
what are 
school poli-
cies concern-
ing stunts 
and parkour 
in the halls of 
Bur l ington 

High? Are any new policies 
going to be instituted in 
the wake of the Cambridge 
Street Gallery incident? 

And just what punishment 
awaits those daring enough 
to make the hallways their 
gymnasium? 
 “I don’t think we’re go-
ing to institute any new 
policies, we’re just going to 
continue to do what we do 
with the old policies,” com-
mented Deacon.
 Deacon feels that com-
mon sense and rules against 
general dangerous actions 
cover such actions, but are 
also hard to enforce. “We 
can’t prevent every knuck-
lehead from doing every 
knucklehead thing that stu-
dents will do.”
 As for punitive mea-
sures, the junior in question 
was held accountable for 
his actions, and was fined 

Cambridge Street Gallery damaged by parkour stunt

“We can’t pre-
vent every 

knucklehead 
from doing 

every knuckle-
head thing that 

students will 
do.”

-Deb Deacon
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the price of a replacement 
sheet of glass and flooring 
for the gallery.
 Deacon mentioned that 
the fines charged to the stu-
dent responsible in order 
to replace the glass were 
“not exorbitant,” but still 
constituted a fair amount 
of money for a high-school 
student’s budget. 
 Though no new pu-
nitive policies will be in 
place, one new school pol-
icy mandates that all glass 
replacements made around 
the building must be made 
using safety glass; while a 
tad more expensive, such 
glass ensures that the Cam-
bridge Street Gallery can 
exhibit artwork without 
fear of street gymnasts. 

By Chenaniah 
Errisson-Johnson
 On the third of Septem-
ber, Burlington High’s halls 
were filled with lost but 
eager freshman who were 
excited to find new friends 
and adjust to this new life. 
Just how well have they 
been adjusting to their new 
environment? Have they 
been passing assignments 
with ease or are they frus-
trated and failing?
  “Transitioning can be 
difficult, but they’re doing 
adequate, and they will 
develop over [the] weeks,” 
said history teacher Mi-
chael Milton.  Milton does 

wish that they would par-
ticipate more and would be 
more active in class, but he 
said this will also develop 
over time.  
  Though the freshmen 
have had some stumbling 
blocks, teachers have noted 
their strong thinking skills. 
English teacher Callie Gra-
ham has been impressed 
with their reasoning abili-
ty and is also pleased with 
their work ethic.  
 The freshmen have not-
ed that not every class is as 
easy as every other. They 
have found that they do 
have weaknesses in certain 
areas.

By Emmet Funchion & 
Kevin Shannon 
 Burlington High is go-
ing through a lot of chang-
es, whether it is the incom-
ing freshman or the faculty 
changing almost 
every year, but 
the newest and 
most controver-
sial is the bell 
schedule.
 Members of 
the BHS com-
munity have differing opin-
ions on the merits of the 
new 8-day rotating sched-
ule.
 Overall the faculty and 
administrators have a more 
positive view.
  “This new schedule 
gives more variety in every-
one’s day. It allows teachers 
to see different sides to 
their students, from the 
students who do well in the 
morning to those who do 
well in the afternoon,” said 
Principal Mark Sullivan.
 English Teacher Pam 
Coppola shares the same 
views as Sullivan. She likes 

 “It depends on the 
class,” said freshman Matt 
Tierney about the difficulty 
level of the freshman work-
load, insisting some tests 
are “extremely hard.”
 The freshmen struggle 
with new experiences that 
were never encountered in 
the middle school. 
 For freshman Matt 
Ryan, Spanish is the hard-
est, “because I’ve never tak-
en Spanish before in my life 
and it’s difficult learning a 
new language.”
  The freshmen have been 
developing their own tech-
niques to manage their time 
wisely and get good grades.  
 Freshman Lindsay Cor-
bett said that she finds the 
work to be pretty easy be-
cause she sticks to a routine, 
which includes grabbing 
a snack, and then getting 
right into her books every-
day after school to stay fo-
cused on her school work.   
 Others use Aspen to 
keep track of grades.

 “I have no worries about 
my performance in school,” 
said freshman Crystal Cur-
ran early in the quarter. “I 
have checked Aspen, and I 
currently have A pluses in 
my classes except for an A 
minus in Biology. This is 
only because there has only 
been one test for the year.” 
Curran strives for perfec-
tion, because she wants to 
be accepted into an excel-
lent college to major in mu-
sic or forensics.
 Graham’s tip to all fresh-
man is to “not be stressed 
about grades, but to focus 
on learning because the rest 
will come.”  
 Additionally, Milton 
also encourages freshmen 
to always be prepared and 
ask questions.
 “Don’t be afraid to be 
wrong.  If you give a wrong 
answer in class at least 
you’re trying and you will 
get it right eventually,” said 
Milton.

New schedule met 
with mixed feelings

Photo of freshmen at work by Chenaniah Errison-Johnson

Freshmen transition to high school

Fall sports wrap up
 Girls swimming completed the season with a 2-8 re-
cord.  Seven swim-
mers made the cut 
times for states: Ca-
sey Porcello, Steph-
anie Baril, Jillian 
Ghio, Mikayla Mer-
rill, Samantha Por-
cello, Julie O’Con-
nell, and Fiona Maxwell.
 Boys cross country finished their season with a 3-3 re-
cord.  Paul Hogan won the Middlesex League Meet and the 
Division 4 State Championship.  In the All State Meet on 
Nov. 16 in Gardner Ma, he came in second only six sec-
onds behind (14:21).   He will be going on to the Footlock-
er Competition in New York in two weeks with hopes of 
then going to Nationals. Hogan and Kevin O’Connor  were 
Middlesex League All-Stars. 

 Girls cross country ended the season with a 2-4 re-
cord. Shauntel Farland was a  Middlesex League All-Star.
 The football cheerleaders placed first at the Panther 
Invitational and were Middlesex League champs. They also 
placed 2nd at regionals and will be heading to states on 
Sunday, Nov. 24. 
 The varsity football team currenty has a 4-6 record.  
With one game left, Shane Farley has already broken the 
school record for passing yards (1955) and touchdown 
passes (20).  He is the first quarterback in school histo-
ry with a chance to pass 
for over 2000 yards.  Also, 
Christien Morneweck has 
set the school record for 
touchdown receptions (9). 
The team did make the 
playoffs but lost in the first 
round to Melrose.  
 The golf team, for the 
third consecutive year, won 
the Middlesex League Free-
dom Division, with a 10-3 

record. Captains 
Joey Scali, Jake 
Goldstein, and 
Max Paraskevas 
were Middle-
sex League All-
Stars. The team 
came in 6th out 
of 18 teams in 
the Division 
II North State 
tournament.
 The volleyball team dominated with a 15-4 record, but 
was then upset in the first round of the tournment.  They 
ended up second in the league. 
 Girls varsity soccer  completed their season with a 7-8-
3 record. Erin Savage, Emily Hahn, and Ariana Rivera were 
Middlesex League All-Stars.
 Boys varsity soccer ended the season with a 5-10-3 re-
cord.  Brendan Claflin was a Middlesex League All-Star.
 Varsity Field hockey finished with a sub-.500 record.  
Jordan Mathieson was a Middlesex League All-Star.
 
 

Girls swimming photo by Aroa Muñoz

Photo of Shane Farley courtesy of 
Joe Brown Digital Photography

BHS volleyball’s Oct. 25 “pink” tournament to raise money for 
breast cancer awareness. Photo of coutesy of Ryleigh Barrucci

seeing the grades at differ-
ent times on different days 
since she teaches multiple 
grades.
 Some students echo the 
faculty viewpoint.  For in-

stance, junior 
Dan Conley 
claimed, “for me 
the bell schedule 
works fine. I like 
the schedule be-
cause my home-
room teacher 

posts the schedule up on 
the wall every morning for 
the whole class to see.”
 However, a great deal of 
students interviewed take 
issue with the change.
 “I’m not a fan of it.  It 
completely messes up my 
entire day,” said senior Al-
yssa Cameron.  
 Sophomore Nick Cam-
eron also has a negative 
viewpoint. “It’s very con-
fusing, and it won’t work.” 
 Though he sees it as 
a positive change, Sulli-
van stated, “I am open to 
changing it back if it doesn’t 
work.”
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By Pranav Menon
 The chorus room chalk-
board is a potpourri of mu-
sical terms, notes, and ran-
dom words, but a hashtag 
sticks out from the jumbled 
mess: “#GrangerDanger.” 
Most people would guess 
that it has something to 
do with Jonathan Grang-
er, Burlington’s new choral 
instructor and member of 
the music department, but 
they’d only know a tiny 
piece of a colorful story. 
 Granger grew up not 
far from Burlington, in 
Shrewsbury, MA. He has 
been learning to play the 
piano since the age of sev-
en, and has been involved 
in musical theatre since age 
ten. He received his high-
school education through 
homeschooling, and during 
his junior year, condensed 
all his work into one semes-
ter and went with a touring 
singing group out to China, 
Malaysia, and Singapore. 
Clearly, Granger had a mu-
sical childhood.
 He attended Liber-
ty University in Virginia, 

seeking a history educa-
tion degree, but eventual-
ly walked away holding a 
music education degree. He 
still greatly enjoys history 
and geography and tries to 
incorporate music history 
into his classes at BHS. 
 “It’s a large school,” he 
said, of Liberty Univer-
sity, “and it has growing 
pains, because it continues 
to grow.” Though he keeps 
in contact with the music 
students he met at Liber-
ty, Granger chuckled and 
mentioned that he was 
“glad to be done” with col-
lege.
 After completing his 
college studies, Granger 
traveled to upstate New 
York and became a substi-
tute teacher. When asked 
where he taught, he re-
sponded, “Well, it was 
across about twenty differ-
ent districts.”
 Twenty districts? Yes, 
twenty districts. He ex-
plained that New York state 
organizes its substitute 
teacher resources different-
ly; many adjacent districts 

will often pool all their re-
sources in order to have 
more substitute teachers 
available on any given day. 
 One year after his ad-
ventures as a substitute in 
New York, Granger found 
himself in Burlington, MA 
as the new choral instructor 
for the local high school. 
Hired just two weeks prior 
to the start of the 2013-2014 
school year, he felt like he 
was “diving right in” to the 
challenges of a full teaching 
job. 
 Having never experi-

enced high school for him-
self, Granger finds being 
integrated into a school 
an interesting, yet familiar 
feeling. He’s seen choirs 
of all sizes; at some of the 
schools he taught at in New 
York, the choral program 
contained more than 150 
students, while some had a 
paltry 20 singers. 
 “The staff, students, and 
faculty have all been really 
supportive,” he added. De-
spite having had little time 
to prepare, Granger felt that 
the support of the music 

department helped him 
ease into his new job with 
little trouble. 
 Granger currently di-
rects the BHS Chorus and 
the BHS Select Singers, and 
teaches a musical theatre 
course as well. He also of-
fers a vocal lab to any and 
all students once a week.
 “A lot of people want to 
do music, but they can’t fit it 
into their schedule,” he ex-
plained. “This is an oppor-
tunity for some people that 
might be able to come and 
do music.” 
 The versatile Granger 
also works alongside BHS 
Band Director Matt Lovell 
thrice a week with instru-
mentalists in the marching 
band; despite never having 
been in band, his knowl-
edge of many instruments 
allows him to help the 
clarinet, trombone, trum-
pet, saxaphone, string, and 
even drum players. He and 
rhythm “never got along” in 
college, but he is still able to 
help BHS bass drummers.  
 When asked his goals 
for BHS, Granger smiled 

and responded calmly that 
he hoped to grow the choral 
program over the course of 
the next five years. 
 “Of course, I’d like to 
have a bigger sound; what 
teacher wouldn’t?” he adds, 
laughing. “But it’ll all come 
eventually.”
 Granger’s mission to 
spread the joy of singing 
around BHS will sure-
ly bear fruit in the future, 
but anyone can join now 
through his vocal lab, 
which will practice classi-
cal music during the first 
semester. Or, for those with 
study halls during periods 5 
or 6, you can come visit the 
BHS choirs. 
 You can come down and 
watch Granger play the pia-
no, his friend of 17 years, in 
his calm and dignified way, 
sans any emotional faces 
and superfluous move-
ment. You can come down 
and hear the voices and 
laughs of students, calling 
him “Power Granger” (after 
the infamous Power Rang-
ers) and tweeting using the 
hashtag “#GrangerDanger.” Photo of Jonathan Granger by Pranav Menon

Granger Danger, kids; Jonathan Granger joins BHS Music Department

 Superintendent of Bur-
lington Schools, Dr. Eric 
Conti, revealed the vision 
for a BHS renovation. Most 
students, freshmen in partic-
ular, agree that it could use 
some polishing up.  
 “After coming here from 
the newly renovated MSMS, 
the sheer age of Burlington 
High is really showing,” said 
freshman Souleiman Benhi-
da. Other students also ex-
pressed similar discontent towards the shape of the building. 
 Conti explained that there is already a proposal for a renovation pending approval 
from the state. In fact, the school has already been trying to “upgrade things, piece-by-
piece.” Part of this ongoing effort has resulted in new auditorium chairs and gym bleach-
ers. 
 Since Burlington has already gotten grants for two new schools--Memorial and 
MSMS--in recent years, it will have to wait its turn for another one. The school hopes the 
state will reimburse half of the cost. Conti remarked that the renovation would be in the 
$20-$25 million ballpark as opposed to $160 million for a new high school.
 Conti emphasized that the primary objectives are to “renovate heat and A/C tunnels, 
renovate lockers, aesthetically upgrade the building, maybe look at the science labs.” 
 “I think its important to renovate the high school, more for efficiency. I think the in-
struction here is excellent; [the renovations] won’t directly affect education, but [will] save 
operating money and make the day more smooth and efficient,” said Conti.
     The heating/cooling costs are quite expensive on a 380,000 square foot building. Al-
though the initial renovation will be pricey, the school will eventually make back the mon-
ey in energy savings over a period of many years.
 As for the timeframe, BHS is not exactly on the top of the state’s list. Conti explained 
that the state used a formula based on previous grants. He estimates the renovation will 
take 3 years to complete.
 With the rising population of Burlington, Conti thinks that a fifth elementary school 

may be necessary 
in the future. Ei-
ther way, current 
high schoolers 
will likely not ex-
perience the new 
school or renova-
tion. 
 “Even though I 
won’t be here for 
the renovation, 
at least my sister 
in 6th grade can 
appreciate it,” says 
freshmen Nick 
Matossian.

Where’s BHS’s renovation?
By Adil Sageer

     Photo of Marshall Simonds Middle School Renovation from http://www.bpsk12.org/departments/     
     schools/marshall_simonds_middle_school/index.php

By Adil Sageer
 Perhaps some people 
may remember the early 
days of iOS. Since then, 
Apple has released annual 
incremental updates to iOS. 
Though these updates were 
innovative and appreciated, 
nothing has come as close 
to change as their newest 
update. iOS 7 is not just an-
other annual update; iOS 7 
is change. 
 The nostalgic days of 
the Jobsian era are over 
because iOS 7 is the over-
hauled OS that’s long over-
due. Gone are the days of 
realistic-looking leather 
in notebooks and a metal 
needle in compasses; every-
thing in iOS 7 is sleek and 
modern. 
 Revamped multitasking 
is possibly the most power-
ful (yet underrated) change, 
especially for students. Now 
people can make quick ref-
erence to another app while 
they are doing something 
else. Although this seems 
irrelevant, it really does 
make a difference in day-
to-day use. 
 Control Center is an-
other major change in 
productivity. It is a hub of 
commonly-used functions 
found in one menu by swip-
ing up from the bottom of 
the device. These functions 
include wifi, brightness, 
Bluetooth, mute, lock rota-
tion, camera, timer, calcu-
lator, and music controls. 
Control Center is undoubt-
edly the greatest conve-
nience-related update in 
iOS 7. 
 The user experience for 
iOS 7 has been changed 
drastically. iOS 7 has added 

a vast variety of animations 
and other cosmetic en-
hancements in every nook 
and cranny. Although these 
changes do not directly 
impact productivity, they 
make the overall experience 
of iOS 7 much better.
 iOS 7 also has dozens of 
minor tweaks that do not 
individually deserve con-
sideration, but as a whole 
make a very noticeable dif-
ference. For example, iOS 
6 limited folders to only 
containing 12 apps, but 
iOS 7 removes the limit. All 
the little things like a live 
second-hand on the clock 
app’s icon make an import-
ant difference on the final 
impact of the OS.
 Along with the changed 

theme of iOS 7, Apple has 
updated its icons. To be 
completely blunt, some of 
the icons make no sense 
whatsoever. For example, 
the Game Center icon is a 
quartet of overlapping cir-
cles. These bad changes are 
small, but definitely remain 
noticeable.
 iOS 7 as a whole was a 
revolutionary update rather 
than an evolutionary one. 
Although it had its own 
share of problems, there is 
no denying it is the biggest 
update to iOS in its 6-year 
history. The old saying goes 
“if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” 
but Apple has proven that 
things can be improved, 
even if they did not have a 
problem in the first place.

The best thing to happen to iOS since iOS

How happy are local users 
with iOS7 compared to iOS6? 

Senior Help Desk Bloggers Shams and Marko compiled 
a survey of 156 local school users, who completed a brief  
six part questionnaire about their thoughts and comments 
regarding Apple’s new iOS 7. For a full review of their re-
sults, please visit http://bhshelpdesk.com/2013/10/30/
dear-ios-6/Photo of the new Memorial School from http://www.burlington.org/
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By TJ Horgan
      Once an entrepreneur, 
Jonathan Cue took his re-
al-world business skills to 
Burlington High School, 
where he now teaches In-
troduction to Marketing, 
Sports and Entertainment 
Marketing, and Account-
ing. However, Cue has 
taught a plethora of sub-
jects in his years.
     Cue began his career by 
starting his own business, 
representing Jostens, which 
manufactures school prod-
ucts, such as class rings, 
yearbooks, and graduation 
diplomas. During his time 
representing Jostens, Cue 
attended the New England 
Patriots Super Bowl ring 
ceremony in 2005. 
      Although Cue enjoyed 
his time with Jostens, he 
pointed out that teaching 
seemed like “a logical ex-
tension” of his job with 
Jostens.
      “I always enjoyed 
working with students. I 
enjoyed meeting their par-
ents and learning about 
their lives,” said Cue about 
why he chose to switch his 
career path. 
      Cue began teaching at 
Northeastern University 
as an adjunct professor in 
2008. His time at North-
eastern was followed by a 
job teaching science in Ev-
erett in 2010. 
      At Burlington High 

School, Cue has been well 
received by students. When 
speaking with many of his 
students at BHS, whether 
casually or formally, not 
one student has expressed a 
criticism of Cue’s teaching 

style.
         When asked what 
his teaching style is, 
Cue quickly responded, 
“Edutainment.”
      One specific teaching 
model Cue mentioned was 
DECA. Distributive Edu-
cation Clubs of America 
was described by Cue as 
connecting academics with 
the workplace. He provides 
a project-based curricu-
lum for his students, which 
many of them enjoy.
      Jack Morrison, junior at 
BHS, and student of Cue’s 
said, “The projects and as-
signments we get in Mr. 
Cue’s class are unique, and, 
in my opinion, a more en-
joyable way to learn.”

      For example, one of the 
students’ first tasks was to 
formalize a letter to a pro-
fessional sports organiza-
tion, requesting materials to 
adorn the classroom. Many 
of the students believed this 

was a very real-world ap-
proach to his class, Sports 
and Entertainment Market-
ing.
      One of Cue’s students, 
senior Jenna McAnespie, 
spoke about this assign-
ment, saying, “He took 
learning outside the class-
room by assigning us to 
reach out to sports teams 
and businesses.”
      When asked about why 
he immediately became a 
student-favorite at BHS, 
Cue said, “I’ve never for-
gotten how it feels to be a 
high school student, and 
I have five children of my 
own. High school students 
are a treat after dealing with 
a petulant five-year-old.”  

      Cue’s down-to-earth, 
yet still energetic teaching 
style is why students can 
relate to his teaching. In 
addition to that, a sense of 
humor is something which 
grabs students’ attention. 
Cue revealed, “If I wasn’t 
teaching, I would be driv-
ing for Ferrari in Formula 
One.”
       McAnespie also 
noted about Cue’s teaching 
style, “He engages students 
into his lessons because 
of his fun personality, and 
although he knows how to 
put his students in a good 
mood, he is on task.”
      In just one quarter at 
Burlington High School, 
Jonathan Cue has added a 
positive influence and atti-
tude.
      There’s no question that 
as a teacher, one has the 
ability to touch the lives 
of students. Cue has done 
that in his five total years of 
teaching.
     To this day, when asked 
about his most memora-
ble moment as a teacher, 
he responds, “When I read 
a ‘Thank you’ card from 
one of my Haitian students 
when teaching in Everett, 
and the card read, ‘In all 
my life, you are the best 
teacher I have ever had.’ 
It’s impossible replicate 
the feeling I had at that mo-
ment.”

By Chenaniah Errisson-Johnson 
 Mother of one, successful, well educated, and very 
passionate about teaching, Help Desk teacher and new 
media teacher extraordinaire, Jennifer Scheffer, is fairly 
new to BHS.
 Similar to  many other adults who pursue teaching, this 
was not Scheffer’s first career choice.
 While at  Southern New Hampshire University, Schef-
fer had a bachelor’s degree in business. She also was an 
assistant admissions recruiter at the college for four years.
Her  involvement with student recruitment and inspira-
tional graduate professors sparked her desire for a career 
in technical education.
 Scheffer’s desire to keep learning about technology ex-
plains her love of the Help Desk in the lower library.

    “I am an avid reader 
about technical educa-
tion,” said Scheffer when 
asked about her interests.  
    She also has a strong 
belief in social media.  
With a smile on her face, 
she spoke excitedly about 
having met with peo-
ple from Thailand and 
around the world by using 
Google Hangout.  Such 
experiences have led her 
to innovative approaches 
when teaching students 
about technology in her 
Help Desk classes.
     Scheffer’s passions 
also revolve around her 
family. “I love hiking 
with my family,” said 

Scheffer.
 Additionally, Scheffer is a fitness enthusiast who has 
run a half marathon.  Her goal was to finish in two hours 
but she finished twenty minutes earlier, an achievement of 
which she is proud.
 Scheffer also loves BHS.  “It’s like my dream job. I 
love the culture and diversity,” said Scheffer.  “I am also 
organizing the ‘TED Edu Pilot Club’ here at the school,” 
which   is “devoted to sharing ideas worth spreading.”  
 Scheffer’s classes have a relaxed atmosphere in which 
she and students communicate easily. 
 “She can’t take a joke,” kidded senior Xin Zhang.  
Scheffer laughed as she explained that she can take a joke 
and cited a video sent by one of her students that really 
amused her to support her statement.  This made everyone 
laugh.
 When asked what his first impression of Scheffer was, 
junior Ronak Patel  paused and thought for a long time, 
trying to find the right words. This pause made Mrs. Schef-
fer put on a surprised face, which made everyone laugh. In 

Cue brings energy to BHS Tech-savvy teacher

By Aroa Muñoz
 New math teacher Ja-
clyn Dixon hopes to enjoy 
her time at BHS, without 
slipping, falling or embar-
rassing herself.
 Dixon has only been 
working for four years 
since finishing college. 
She studied at Northeast-
ern University, where she 
could practice her swim-
ming skills, later becoming 
the coach of the Melrose 
High School swim team.
 In addition to swim-
ming, Dixon also enjoys 
biking. 
 “Three summers ago I 
went around the country 
biking, exactly from Iowa 
to North Carolina,” said 
Dixon. “It was a wonderful 
experience.”

Math taught in a different way

By Emmet Funchion & 
Kevin Shannon 
 Michael “Mike” Mac-
Donald is one of the newest 
teachers here at Burlington 
High School. He is a per-
manent substitute at BHS, 
but aspires to one day be a 
full-time math teacher.
 Prior to substitute 
teaching at BHS, MacDon-
ald also had his hand in 
helping students. He was a 
private tutor. One day while 
helping someone in gradu-
ate school, though, the stu-

dent suggested he become 
a teacher, a comment that 
motivated him to do just 
that.
 MacDonald, like many 
other teachers, has his own 
personal teaching style. He 
described his style as teach-
ing math in a way to make 
it easier for students to un-
derstand. 
 “I know math can be 
hard for students,” said 
MacDonald, who is ded-
icated to one day helping 
students comprehend the 

subject of math in high 
school.
 He enjoys math the most 
because of the so called 
“wow” moment when the 
student or students “get it.”
 When asked about 
the image he would like 
to project to the students, 
MacDonald said,”I would 
like to be the teacher that 
students can approach and 
feel comfortable around.”
 MacDonald’s burning 
passion for education will 
guarantee him a long career 

MacDonald makes splash at BHS
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 Despite being an ath-
lete, Dixon has experienced 
her awkward moments, 
embarrassing herself. 
 “Last year I slipped and 
fell to the floor in front of 
all my students,” stated 
Dixon. “It was terrible not 
only because of the embar-
rassment but also because 

of the bruise that I had for 
several weeks.”
 While on the topic of  
rough moments in educa-
tion, Dixon noted of teach-
ing, “Sometimes it is frus-
trating because the students 
are capable but they do not 
do their work.”
 Her advice to parents 
is to let students know that 
they have support and can 
do it. However, Dixon em-
phasized that the students 
have to make an effort.
 To encourage students, 
Dixon tries to make math 
as entertaining as possible.  
For instance, she teaches 
her students a song so it is 
easier for them to remem-
ber the quadratic formula.
 “It’ s a very catchy song 
and it truly has helped me 

to remember the formula,” 
stated BHS senior Sharleen 
Varghese. “At first it looks 
weird that she is teach-
ing us a song during math 
class but after all it really 
works.”
 The quadratic formula 
song is not the only method 
that Dixon uses in order to 
make the class more inter-
esting. The functions dance 
is also used frequently.
 “It is a dance in which 
you use the arms to re-
member when the signs of 
a function are positive or 
negative,” explained  Dix-
on.
 Able to come up with 
creative teaching methods, 
Dixon is ready for this new 
adventure--this time with-
out bruises. Photo of Jaclyn Dixon by Aroa Muñoz

in teaching.

By Kyle Barry
 With a Master’s Degree 
in Education, Caitlyn Ger-
main had an interesting 
path to becoming a teacher.
 Germain played college 
soccer at the University of 
Delaware. She was injured 
and had to sit out, losing a 
year of eligibility. But, she 
gained a year of academics 
in which she became a stu-
dent athlete mentor.
 “I really enjoyed the fact 
that I was able to help peo-
ple,” said Germain.
 It seemed the injury was 
a blessing in disguise be-
cause it led her into teach-
ing. It also blended her pas-
sion for sports with her new 
found passion for physical 
fitness education.
 Germain said that she 
liked the fact that she could 
relate to students and talk 
to students about their 
health. 
          Germain’s students like 
the fact that she knows just 
how to encourage them.

Photo of Jennifer Scheffer by Chenaniah 
Errisson-Johnson

 “She makes sure core 
values and physical skill are 
taught” noted Freshman 
Dan McCarthy. 
 Before BHS, Germain 
was at Northeast Metro 
Tech Vocational School in 
Wakefield, Massachusetts. 
She taught physical educa-
tion for freshmen through 
seniors and health for 
freshmen and seniors. 
 Being a vocational 
school, not all kids were 
focused on academics, but 
Germain felt she still de-
veloped a good relationship 
with the kids.  
 From the time she 
graduated to now, she has 
always loved teaching and 
will continue to do so.

Photo of Caitlyn Germain by Kyle Barry

Class act on and off the field

Photo of Michael MacDonald by Adil Sageer



By Lindsay Corbett
 He may have stood 
in for the teacher of your 
class, or you may have 
just seen him around: Jo-
seph Romano is a new staff 
member at BHS. 
 Romano is currently 
working as a permanent 
substitute to help him figure 
out which subject he 
would like to teach 
in the future.  He is 
leaning towards the 
subjects he studied 
in college, which 
were business, psy-
chology, and histo-
ry.
 Here are some 
things you may not 
know about this new 
addition to the BHS 
staff:
 Hobbies: Work-
ing out and spend-
ing time with friends 
 

 Favorite band: The 
Beatles
 Favorite singer: Dave 
Matthews
 Favorite Rapper: Noto-
rious B.I.G
 Favorite Sports: Foot-
ball and Basketball
 Favorite Sports teams: 
Patriots and Celtics

BHS adds Romano

By Matt Tierney & 
Coulter Ralston
 New Italian teacher, 
Santa Rossi, brings experi-
ence and a great attitude to 
Burlington High School.
 Rossi is one of the 
many new teachers here at 
BHS. She was inspired to 
teach Italian because she 
was born in Italy and feels 
passionate about the coun-
try. She loves every aspect 
of Italy. 
     “I love everything about 
Italy. I love the food, the 
people, and the arts” stat-
ed Rossi.  She brings her 
eagerness to teach into the 
classroom every day.
     Rossi has had experi-
ence in education before. 

She has previously taught 
at Revere High School, 
Methuen High School, 
Wakefield High School, 
and at private schools. All 
of this experience shows in 
her teaching at BHS.
 Students in her classes 
enjoy her teaching. When 
asked about his opinion 
towards Rossi, sophomore 
Evan Holman said, “She is 
a very nice lady. She teach-
es well and the quizzes she 
gives help me learn the lan-
guage well.” 
    Rossi loves the new 
environment here at BHS. 
She thinks the administra-
tion runs the school very 
well and that everybody is 
nice and is helpful. Rossi 
also likes how everyone in 
the building keeps on task 
with their jobs. 
 Rossi stated, “The 
school is run very well and 
the atmosphere is great.” 
This is a great compliment 
to BHS considering all the 
schools she has taught at.
 Santa Rossi seems ex-
tremely excited to be here 
teaching here. Rossi is a 
great addition to BHS with 
all of the experience she 
had.
             

Santa comes to town

By: Matt Ryan & 
Griffin Sullivan
 “Welcoming. Every-
body I have met here has 
been super nice. And all the 
other faculty and admin-
istration have been nice to 
me.”
 “Welcoming” is the 
one word first year biol-
ogy Teacher Brianna Al-
lison used to describe the 
environment of Burlington 
High School. 
 Having taught at Stone-
hill College for three years, 
Allison has moved on and 
is now progressing through 
her first year at BHS. She 
believes that the transition 
of going from a college 

teacher to a high school 
teacher has been fairly 
easy.
 Allison noted how 
friendly and attentive stu-
dents have been since she 
has been here. She said that 
all the students and teach-
ers get along very well and 
she hoped that is the case 
for other departments in the 
school, not just the science 
department. 
 Allison also said that 
the other teachers and fac-
ulty around school have 
made her feel welcome and 
are extremely nice.  Other 
than having to correct pa-
pers, she did not express 
any complaints at the new 

school. 
 When asked what her 
motivation was to teach, 
Allison said that she loved 
to help others, especially 
the students. Her goal is to 

Allison welcomed to Burlington High

By Adil Sageer     
 BHS is lucky to have 
a new teacher in its Com-
puter Science department. 
Coming from the local 
town of Wakefield, James 
Moriarty is an enthusiastic 
teacher with a history of 
experience in teaching and 
computers.
 Fresh out of Boston 
University with a doctor-
ate, the first step Moriarty  
took was training people on 
how to use computers effi-
ciently. For 10 years he did 
this for a living before tak-
ing up a Computer Science 
teaching job at Wakefield 
High School. 
 This is his first year 
teaching at Burlington 
High School, and Moriarty 
loves the new environment. 

Unlike BHS, Wakefield has 
a smaller school with fewer 
kids and does not have iP-
ads.
 Moriarty said that al-

though he really 
enjoyed his time at 
Wakefield, he loved 
the change that 
his move to BHS 
brought. Whether 
that means he likes 
BHS over Wake-
field High School, 
he would not say!
 When asked about 
his perspective on 
teaching, Moriar-
ty asserted, “I love 
teaching at a High 
School-level [be-
cause] these kids 
are just great.” His    
reason for coming 

to school everyday is to see 
his students. He has a busy 
schedule--a full five peri-
ods a day despite being an 
elective teacher.

 Moriarty’s students are 
unbelievably fond of him. 
Those asked unanimously 
agreed that they are glad 
they got him as their teach-
er. He is described as very 
knowledgeable and an ad-
vocate of hands-on learn-
ing.
 “Mr. Moriarty is really 
good with computers and 
his class is a great oppor-
tunity to spend some time 
in the computer lab as 
we no longer have a stan-
dard computer class,” said  
freshman Souleiman Ben-
hida.
 “Do I regret being a 
teacher?” said Moriar-
ty. “Well, on some days...
whoa, whoa, whoa, now 
don’t go putting that in the 
paper--I’m just kidding!”

Computer enthusiast applies real-world skills

By Coulter Ralston & 
Matt Tierney    
 Michael Fryman moves 
up in the teaching ladder 
from Marshall Simonds 
Middle School after a suc-
cessful teaching career 
there.
 Fryman received news 
in June of 2013 that he 
would be teaching at Bur-
lington High School. For-
merly, he was a perma-
nent substitute at Marshall 
Simonds Middle School, 
until he got a job as a 6th 

grade math teacher. 
 When asked about his 
impression of the high 
school, Fryman stated, 
“It is quite different than 
MSMS, and a much faster 
pace. I am excited to be in 
this new atmosphere.”
 Teaching Advanced 
Topics and Algebra II, Fry-
man strives to keep the stu-
dents involved by asking 
questions. His particular 
style includes drawing ex-
amples for visual learners.
      Fryman also finds teach-

ing more than one subject 
is demanding, but enjoys 
his BHS schedule. He also 
feels as though students in 
the high school are much 
more mature, and their ma-
turity surprised him. 
 One of Fryman’s stu-
dents, sophomore Tommy 
Lee stated, “I like his class. 
He goes over the material 
well and his quizzes help 
me learn.” 
 Fryman’s love of learn-
ing inspired him to teach, a 
decision he made early in 

his professional years.
 “I think the pursuit of 
knowledge is fascinating,” 
claimed the new addition to 
BHS.
 Fryman entered BHS 
with an open mind, and has 
enjoyed his reception from 
the students and his col-
leagues.  Having made the 
step from middle school to 
high school, he looks for-
ward to positively impact-
ing the lives of his students 
here at BHS.

Fryman takes big step from middle school to high school
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By Devil’s Advocate Staff 
 Just out of Fitchburg 
State, Kara Kerwin has be-
gun her first teaching job at 
Burlington High School.
 After working in medi-
cal billing, which she stated 
was “boring,” Kerwin de-
cided to start a more excit-
ing job. 
 When asked who in-
spired her to teach, Kerwin 
responded, “I had a teach-
er who was an economics 
teacher, his name was Mr. 
Varno.”  She also admits, 
though, that “Teaching 
was always in the back of 
my mind.  When I started 
helping my son in grammar 
school, I really started to 

get used to it.” 
 Freshman Samantha 
Porcello likes that Kerwin, 
“Works with you one-on-
one.” Porcello added, “One 
time I was having a prob-
lem with heat equations, 
but Mrs. Kerwin explained 
everything to me, step by 
step until I understood.”  
      The students in her class 
all agree that she strives to 
make every student in her 
class understand the mate-
rial.
      Although much of her 
time is busy with academ-
ics as a new teacher, Ker-
win does enjoy activities 
that are not school related. 
She likes to work in her 

garden and run. 
 Kerwin also runs a his-
torical society in Bedford. 
Her historical society is 
always busy; just recently 
there was a group of cub 
scouts that attended a pre-
sentation there.
      Kerwin enjoys the new 
atmosphere here at BHS. 
She claims that everyone is 
“so nice.” 
      Kerwin co-teaches  a 
variety of classes each day.  
She makes it her misson to 
help the students that are 
confused by any of the ma-
terials in each class. With 
her supportive attitude, she 
is a great addition to Burl-
ington High.

Kerwin always willing to lend helpful hand

Photo of James Moriarty by Adil Sageer

teach the subject of biol-
ogy as clearly and as best 
as she can. She wants to 
help students strive for and 
reach their goals. She wants 
to help them become what 
they want to be as the jour-
ney of life draws closer and 
closer.
 In addition to having a 
successful first year here 
at BHS, Allison also wants 
to have plenty of fun while 
ensuring her students learn 
biology as best as they can. 
 “I am very happy I got 
the position, and I’m very 
happy I’m working here,” 
said Allison with a smile, 
clearly excited about her 
future with BHS.

                 Photo of Joseph Romano by Lindsay Corbett

Photo of Brianna Allison by Griffin Sullivan
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By TJ Horgan
  DJ Khaled doesn’t rap, 
he produces in a very lim-
ited fashion, yet he is rec-
ognized as one of the most 
popular modern-day hip 
hop figures. The self-pro-
claimed, but still undis-
puted “mogul” is famous 
for corralling the biggest 
names in rap, and mashing 
them all together for catchy 
choruses and bass-bumping 
beats. 
 Khaled’s most recent en-
deavor, the album Suffering 
from Success, was released 
October 22, after a highly 
anticipated seven months of 
hype, mostly from Khaled 
posting pictures on his In-
stagram.
     The interesting album 
features much less prolif-
ic artists. For a supposed 
millionaire and “mogul,” 
Khaled, CEO of We The 

Best Music, couldn’t man-
age to entice artists such 
as Kanye West, Kendrick 
Lamar, Ludacris, Jay-Z, or 
Nas, who have all rapped 
verses on Khaled tracks in 
the past.
      Khaled’s largest input 
and work is in the writ-
ing of lyrics for the songs, 
which is not saying much, 
because the lyrics are basi-
cally irrelevant to anyone 
who is not a millionaire. 
I’m sorry, Kahled, but you 
can’t claim you’re creating 
relatable lyrics by creating 
songs called “Murcielago” 
(a $500,000 Lamborghini). 
      In addition to bragging 
excessively about unimag-
inable amounts of money, 
Khaled and his artists creat-
ed ridiculous lyrics that are 
not indicative of true hip 
hop. The track by the name 
of “No Motive,” only featur-

ing Lil Wayne, contains a 
chorus actually sung (term 
used loosely) by Khaled. 
However, Khaled irrele-
vantly states, “F*** all you 
h***, F*** all you b******.” 
Yes, those are the only 

words in the chorus. This 
song was just an excuse for 
Lil Wayne’s raspy chords to 
take up 2 minutes and 44 
seconds on the album. 
     Despite this criticism, 
DJ Khaled showed bright 

(but not necessarily origi-
nal) spots on the album. The 
best track is easily, “Never 
Surrender” as Khaled ral-
lied a smorgasbord of art-
ists, and blended the dark 
storytelling voices of Scar-
face and Jadakiss with the 
R&B talent of genuinely 
talented vocalists Anthony 
Hamilton and John Legend. 
Meek Mill and Akon held 
up the mainstream aspect 
of this track. This powerful 
track salvaged the album.
      DJ Khaled has a knack 
for identifying and (execu-
tive) producing mainstream 
hits. “I Wanna Be With 
You” featured arguably the 
most mainstream hip-hop 
figures currently, includ-
ing Future, Rick Ross, and 
Nicki Minaj. However, the 
song is about a relation-
ship between very wealthy 
people, and Future’s urge 

to “splurge on” and “buy 
purses for” a particular girl. 
Nonetheless, the beat from 
Lee on The Beats brought 
a catchy amount of snares 
and bass that has become 
increasingly popular with 
mainstream listeners. 
      Overall, Khaled’s new-
est 60-minute accumula-
tion of mainstream rappers 
and producers fell flat. The 
superfluous lyrics about 
wealth didn’t add any new 
element to DJ Khaled mu-
sic. Occasionally, he created 
a catchy enough tune rid-
dled with irrelevant lyrics 
to become a club number 
one hit. There are definitely 
a few mainstream rap vers-
es that are respectable, but 
at that point it’s analogous 
to a quarterback throwing 
the ball 100 times a game: 
he will complete a few of 
those passes. 
      

Khaled’s album suffers from repetition and irrelevance

By Kyle Barry
 Exclusive to Boston, Uburger serves the best burger in the state. With quick service 
and a good overall atmosphere, Uburger is a great eat. 
 Although their main food is hamburgers, they also serve chicken burgers and salads. 
Open as late as 11p.m., Uburger’s schedule makes it a convenient place to eat in or take 
out. Don’t feel like going out? They even deliver. 
 After ordering at the counter, patrons will find ample room to sit and eat their food. 
Yes, it would be nice to get your food brought to the table, but it’s all the same really. With 
fair prices, you can get a burger, a drink and fries for less than $7.
 There is another menu item whose quality is unparalleled. Their frappes and shakes are 
phenomenal.  Even though they are more expensive than a regular drink, they are worth 
every cent. 
 My mouth is watering just thinking about what I ordered. I got a plain Uburger with 
french fries and an oreo shake. The buttery bun and juicy burger combined with the shake 
to make a dynamic duo of flavor.
 On an average day the food will be ready in five minutes, but as is indicative of any 
good restaurant, they are typically crowded around dinner time. If you’re looking for a 
quick eat, head in after 7 p.m. to avoid a wait. 
 Do yourself a favor, be sure to make the effort to get to Uburger.  You won’t regret it.

Living up to its slogan Carrie me home, I’m sick of this movie
By Pranav Menon
 Before becoming a 
household name in hor-
ror fiction, famed author 
Stephen King had to start 
somewhere; his first pub-
lished novel, Carrie, landed 
on bookshelves in 1974. 
The novel was (and con-
tinues to be) both highly 
regarded and extremely 
controversial, and appears 
on banned-book lists in 
several United States high-
schools. 
  Carrie was quickly giv-
en the film treatment in a 
1976 adaptation featuring 
(a much younger) actress 
Sissy Spacek as the epony-
mous Carrie White. While 
not as popular as the novel, 
the original film was also 
regarded as a general suc-
cess. 
 As modern film audi-
ences increasingly reject 
the films of yesteryear, in-
trepid avant-garde direc-
tors have set out to refresh 
films for the critical youth. 
Director Kimberly Peirce 
(Boys Don’t Cry, Stop-Loss) 
gave Carrie a 2013 remake. 
Her envisioning of the 
classic novel is equal parts 
teenage drama and PSA on 
bullying; it is NOT, howev-
er, a horror film. 
 Chloë Grace Moretz 
(Kick-Ass, Kick Ass 2) 
stars as Carrie White, an 
isolated young girl with 
a borderline-psychotic, 
cult-following mother (Ju-
lianne Moore). Carrie is 
horribly abused by the girls 
at school, most brutally by 
popular-girl Chris Har-
gensen (Portia Doubleday).
 However, Carrie’s life 
takes a drastic turn for 
the better (and eventu-
ally for the worse) when 
the guilt-ridden and 
good-hearted king and 
queen of the senior class 
(Ansel Elgort and Gabri-

ella Wilde) try to undo the 
wrongs of their peers and 
help Carrie go to prom. 
 In essence, Carrie is a 
supernatural take on the 
school-shooting story. In 
today’s tense and sorrowful 
social climate, King’s tale of 
the bullied child gone mad 
is unnervingly relevant and 
familiar. 
 That said, you’d be 
ill-advised to spend $9 on 
this blockbuster. 
 Simply put, Peirce’s Car-
rie fails to inspire fear or 
leave any lasting impression 
on the viewer. The greatest 
uncertainty and eeriness 
the film has to offer is con-
densed into the opening 
credit roll, while the rest 
of the feature film relies on 
blood, violent imagery, and 
a soundtrack that is per-
fectly negligible. 
 The majority of the film’s 
atmosphere is conveyed by 
Julianne Moore’s solid per-
formance; Margaret White 
nails the role of the spook-
ily devout mother, who fa-
vors corporal mortification 
(à la The DaVinci Code) and 
isolation to more accepted 
forms of punishment. 
 Carrie herself alternates 
between two modes with-

out ever really giving the 
audience any reason to fear 
her; for most of the film she 
is a timid, attractive, yet 
somehow unpopular young 
girl that is not scary in the 
slightest. When dealing 
destruction and “shooting 
up the school,” Carrie is 
ethereal and inhuman; she 
moves around the set like a 
doll, while explosions and 
screams follow her. 
 Peirce’s failure to blend 
the supernatural and ar-
cane into the core essence 
of Carrie’s plot (I mean, 
you can almost see the 
green-screens!) is what ul-
timately causes the film to 
fall flat and drowns out the 
message inherent in King’s 
novel. But it seems the di-
rector herself accounted 
for her missteps; the moral 
of the book is neatly pack-
aged and delivered to the 
audience in the film’s last 
scene, making any further 
contemplation pointless. 
 Carrie will surely find 
its way to Netflix and Hulu 
Plus before the year is out; 
save yourselves a trip to 
the theatre and nine dol-
lars. Let this picture die like 
its protagonist-under the 
weight of its own sins.

A far cry from boring
By Emmet Funchion
       Although the Far Cry series is a force to be 
reckoned with, the newest stand-alone expansion 
in the series, Far Cry 3: Blood Dragon, will blow 
your mind.
       A first-person shooter game, Blood Dragon’s 
main character is super soldier Sergeant Rex Pow-
er Colt, who teams up with cyber-soldier Spider 
to save the world from crazy psychopaths. 
       From the gameplay, to the great controls, to the 
visually-powerful graphics, nothing can stop this 
game from coming again and again to astound its 
fans.  Fans will definitely agree that the Far Cry 
series might actually have the greatest plotline of 

any game currently on the market.
 From the first mission, Far Cry 3 catches fans’ attention as players swoop in on a he-
licopter.  Players feel immediately drawn into the action, playing the gunner of the heli.  
One should expect a heck of a ride throughout this futuristic story.
Throughout the game, players have to head into battles, take control of bases, and give a 
helping hand to their fellow comrades.
 Successful completion of tasks results in cyber points, which are a player’s source to 
level up and unlock weapons, armor, and much more.
 The only downside in the game is the sayings of the HUD, short for Heads Up Display.   
The HUD, an annoying female computer-voice, tells the players what is coming up and 
details available options for the game.  Her advice, however, is more of a nuisance than a 
help for experienced players.
 However, her voice is not enough to detract from the overall excitement of the game, 
and it adds to the 1980s feel the game is going for with its bright neon lights and action 
hero mentality.

Thetrical release poster

Suffering from Succes album cover

Far Cry 3: Blood Dragon digital box art
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By Matt Ryan
 Electronic Arts is 
back again in 2013 with a 
new and improved game, 
NHL14. Twenty-three 
years of making one of the 
best hockey video games in 
history, and they continue 
to impress.
 Already in the few 
weeks it has been on the 
market, the game has won 
Best Sports Game of E3 
2013. E3 is the Electronic 
Entertainment Expo where 
many of the year’s new 
games and consoles are re-
vealed to the public. 
The game itself has gained 
so much popularity be-
cause of the new features 
including: Real fights, big 
hits, speed, and skill. 
 In recent years of creating NHL, the fighting has been a first person simulation which 
made it feel as though players were playing an arcade game, but that is not the case with 
NHL14. 
 In this year's edition, fighting is in the third person, allowing players to see their char-
acters struggle or be victorious. Also instead of the ice being emptied of players, during 
NHL14 fights, there are multiple different scrums between other players on the ice. 
 What can cause a fight? The player can either force a fight by clicking a designated 
button (varies with consol) or he can lay a devastating hit on another team, but they will 
react by retaliating. Big hits give players that authentic feel. 
 One of the most noticeable changes from the previous years is the new feel and graph-
ics. The game creators at EA call it the Collision Physics, meaning hits will be more fluid, 
crazy, and of course realistic. 
Compared to other years, players will need more skill if they want to do well in this game. 
Knocking the puck loose, along with delivering bone-crushing body checks, requires 
more skill than in previous years. Both will need to be lined up and timed perfectly in 
order to be executed correctly. 
  Players who have played this game in previous years know the good old one timer 
scores EVERY time, but not this year. With goalies diving for desperation saves, players 
will again have to think outside of the box and think like a real hockey player. 
 This game all together is much faster and responsive.This is a must buy game to anyone 
interested in the world of sports, especially hockey.

NHL14 will score with fans         
By Aroa Muñoz
 Since its first season was 
released, Vampire Diaries 
has drawn in thousands of 
viewers from all over the 
world.
 The series is a super-
natural drama directed by 
Kevin Williamson and Julie 
Plac, based on the breath-
taking Vampire Diaries 
books written by L.J Smith.
 The story takes place 
in Mystic Falls, a village 
located in Virginia. Ele-
na Gilbert (Nina Dobrev), 
the main character, falls in 
love with Stefan Salvatore 
(Paul Wesley), the new boy 
in her school. What Elena 
doesn't know is that Stefan 
is a vampire and soon she 
would be drawn into the 
supernatural world, having 
a strong connection with 
Stefano's brother, Damon 
(Ian Somerhalder).
 As this plot develops, 
the focal point shifts to the 
mysterious past of the town 
involving Elena's malevo-
lent twin Katerina Petrova 
(Dobrev), and the family 
of Original Vampires, all of 
them having evil plans of 
their own.
  Vampire Diaries's fans 
have enjoyed the last 4 sea-
sons and Williamson has 
no difficulty pleasing the 
audience. The fifth season 
just started up on October 
3th and has taken the story 

to another level.
 In the new season, Elena 
Gilbert is officially with Da-
mon, and she and Caroline 
(Candice Accola) are now 
students at nearby Whit-
more College. Damon is 
living with Jeremy (Steven 
R. McQueen), who’s still 
the only one who knows 
that  Bonnie (Kat Graham) 
died while resurrecting 
him. While all this drama 
develops, Stefan remains 
trapped in a water-logged 
safe drowning over and 
over again, having weird 
dreams and visions. 
 All these changes that 
the fifth season brings, 
means many new and pret-
ty faces that will absolutely 
surprise the audience.
 Despite having new 
faces, the qual-
ity of the acting 
has not dim-
inished. Nina 
Dobrev has 
been pleased 
by her ability 
of playing two 
completely dif-
ferent roles at 
the same time, 
Katerina Petro-
va and Elena 
Gilbert.
 Paul Wesley 
and Ian Somer-
halder are not 
far behind 
when it comes 

to interpreting their roles. 
They express emotions very 
realistically, drawing view-
ers completely into the sto-
ry.
 However, viewers 
should not attribute all the 
glory to the actors. Wil-
liamson and Plac have 
made sure that the action 
is as surprising as people 
hope it is, and that no one 
can ever guess what is going 
to happen next.
 If you have completely 
enjoyed the first four sea-
sons be ready for what is 
coming next, and if you 
have never watched it be 
ready to tune CW in on 
Thursdays at 8:00. Vampire 
Diaries season 5  is such a 
consistent production that 
none of you should miss it.

Vampire Diaries taken to another level

By Chenaniah Errisson-Johnson
 The Fall Foliage is an eighteen mile, three hour bicycle tour that focuses on the natu-
ral and beautiful scenery of Boston.
 The crisp morning air brushed against my face as I pedaled through the streets of 
Boston at 10:00a.m.   If you are like me, you would also enjoy nature’s wonderful variety.  
Rich, burnt orange colored leaves fell from the tall trees as I traveled, making the experi-
ence earthy and spontaneous.
 However, if your idea of a workout is exercising your fingers by clicking the remote to 
find your favorite television station, you probably will not appreciate the Fall Foliage.
 In addition to lush backdrops, the Fall Foliage also provides sights of various histori-
cal landmarks.  The guide stopped at multiple locations and explained the significance of 
each, such as the Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge, Boston Common, and 
the military training grounds where capital punishment was once held.  Interestingly, 
Boston was named by English immigrants after Boston, Lincolnshire U.K.
 At times, it was hard to focus on the tour guide, who sometimes moved from land-
marks too fast.  Recordings were prohibited, and it was hard to take pictures and listen 
simultaneously. Therefore, I missed out on some  interesting and important facts.
 However, be-

ing outside, in a city 
with so much histo-
ry is what really sold 
me.  I love learning 
new ideas and being 
able to feel and see the 
natural resources of a 
place.  
 Therefore, if you 
love these experiences 
as much as I do, the 
Fall Foliage should be 
on the top of your list 
of activities to do next 
weekend with your 
family.  The cost is 
$57.45 for adults, $37 
for children, and there 
is a discount if you 
book online. 

Biking in Boston’s foliage By Coulter Ralston 
& Matt Tierney
    Grand Theft Auto V 
is one of the most highly 
anticipated games of the 
year.  Containing new 
features and insane 
graphics, GTA V will 
keep players on their 
couch for hours.
   GTA V takes place 
in Los Santos with a 
desert, mountain, and 
city landscape.      
 Never boring, the 
game offers features 
for players at all lev-
els.  There are mini-
games within the 
game to play, includ-
ing races, missions, 
and deathmatches.  
Casual players can al-
ways ride a train down the 
beautiful landscape of Los 
Santos, take an evening trip 
in a customized car, or just 
relax in their apartment. 
       The game also provides 
free roaming and easy mis-
sions for beginners, as well 
as very difficult missions 
for higher levels. The game 
will also match up high lev-
els with low levels in free 
roam.
      Free roaming provides 
the opportunity to watch 
a movie, fly a plane, play 
tennis, play golf, drive a car, 
rob a convenience store, 

or go to the beach. In rac-
es, you can compete with 
friends scattered around 
the map. Missions can be 
played solo or with friends.   

In “Team Deathmatch” and                 
“Last Man Standing,” play-
ers can enter into online 
matches with their own cre-
ated players against another 
team of players and friends. 
       Players have many ac-
tivities to do, and they have 
a lot of fun doing it. GTA V 
features fan feedback.  After 
each race or battle, there is a 
vote on whether individuals 
liked the mini-game or not, 
and almost every game has 
an 80% or above. The level 
of difficulty ranges based 
on the player, so there is an 
even match for everyone.

       Though people are lov-
ing the game,  the level of 
violence involved is con-
cerning.  For example, there 
are bank robberies and 

murder.  Although 
these qualities make 
the game more excit-
ing, it would definitely 
be recommended for a 
mature audience. 
  With real life sit-
uations incorporated 
into the game, it also 
requires common 
sense.  There is money 
that players can store 
in their bank or keep 
on hand. Apartments 
are available to be 
bought, even insured.  
Players must man-
age money correctly 

and make smart decisions, 
like buying a good garage 
yet trying not to spend too 
much money at the same 
time. 
 GTA V features amaz-
ing futuristic graphics 
that make the game look 
real-life. Players feel as 
though they are inside the 
game as they are playing.
   This game is simply a 
must have for all gamers. 
That is why GTA V made $1 
billion in just three days. It 
would be a disappointment 
not owning a copy of this 
outstanding game.

Grand Theft Auto V steals time off people’s hands

      GTA V cover art

  Photo of Boston’s Fall Foliage Tour by Chenaniah Errisson-Johnson

     NHL14 cover art
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Directions: Unscramble each of the 
clue words.  Copy the letters in the 
numbered cells to other cells with the 
same number at the bottom to solve 
the riddle.

What is so fragile that you break it when you say its name?

E S M Y B F I Q G Y M B N R Q
N G C O B A C V Y R H M E A M
G L A I O B N R R M N T M U R
L L X U E R O D O N N J U D E
I A L O G N H L R E R M I I T
S H O H C N C T C O Q J D T N
H Z T C F E A E L L O I A O E
A A L S N R C L H A Z M T R C
M S A Z B N W P N A E I S I S
Y T P P E M Z D E G L H E U S
G L V I E Y R A R B I L H M E
M N C A F E T E R I A E T M N
W S M O O R S U R O H C R U T
W H I S T O R Y H A L L G O I
P Q E Y V M N P D W N I B Y F

Where are you in BHS?

AUDITORIUM 
BAND ROOM 
CAFETERIA
CHORUS ROOM 
ENGLISH 
FITNESS CENTER

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
GYM 
HEALTH ROOM 
HISTORY
LIBRARY
LOBBY 

MATH 
SCIENCE CENTER
SCIENCE
THE STADIUM

By Lindsay Corbett

Riddle provided by Adil Sageer

-----------ACROSS----------
6. Bill Russell played for
7. New name for Bobcats
8. Indiana basketball team
9. Was the old name for the 
Thunder
11. Archie Manning played 
for
13. Jim Brown played for

15. Peyton Manning plays 
for
-----------DOWN------------
1. Mark Sanchez threw 
many interceptions for
2. Soccer team that plays at 
Gillette
3. Won the the World 
Series in 2012 

4. NBA Champs last year
5. Lost the World Series in 
2012
8. Bill Belichick coaches
10. Montreal hockey team
12. “Magic” played for
13. Bobby Orr played for
14. Traded recently with 
the Celtics

Sports teams crossword
By Coulter Ralston

Sports teams crossword answer key:

All clipart taken from openclipart.org; Puzzles created using puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com
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Want to reach local high school students, 
parents, faculty, and community members?

With a circulation of over 1,200 copies and an 
online component, it would be well worth your while.

ADVERTISE HERE
For advertising rates and information, please email journalism@bpsk12.org

Letters to the Editors can be emailed to 
journalism@bpsk12.org

Questions?

Thoughts?
Praise?

Concerns?
Story Ideas?

Across: 6. Celtics 7. Hornets 8. Pacers 9. Sonics 11. Saints 13. Browns  15. Broncos; Down: 1. Jets 2. Revolution 3. Giants 4. Heat 5. Tigers 8. Patriots 10.  Canadiens  12. Lakers  13. Bruins  14.  Nets

Still bored? Now find all 
the instances of “HALL”


